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Meeting PurposeMeeting Purpose

§§ Quick LMF refresherQuick LMF refresher
§§ WhatWhat’’s s ““on the plateon the plate””
§§ WhatWhat’’s next?s next?



LMF MissionLMF Mission

§§ The Legislature declared that The Legislature declared that ““the future the future 
social and economic wellsocial and economic well--beingbeing of the of the 
citizens of this State depends upon citizens of this State depends upon 
maintaining the quality and availability of maintaining the quality and availability of 
natural areasnatural areas for recreation, hunting, for recreation, hunting, 
fishing, conservation, wildlife habitat, vital fishing, conservation, wildlife habitat, vital 
ecological functions and scenic beautyecological functions and scenic beauty…”…”

from Title 5 M.R.S.A. Sec. 6200from Title 5 M.R.S.A. Sec. 6200



History & StructureHistory & Structure
§§ Created in 1987 with $35 million bond issueCreated in 1987 with $35 million bond issue
§§ 11 member board (5 agencies & 6 public)11 member board (5 agencies & 6 public)
§§ In 1997, new priorities set by a commission of Maine In 1997, new priorities set by a commission of Maine 

citizenscitizens
§§ $50 million bond issue in 1999 (passing in every $50 million bond issue in 1999 (passing in every 

county) rejuvenated the program and amended its county) rejuvenated the program and amended its 
chargecharge



Types of LMF ProjectsTypes of LMF Projects

§§ Conservation and recreationConservation and recreation
§§ Such as: outdoor recreation, habitat Such as: outdoor recreation, habitat 

protection, working forestsprotection, working forests
§§ Water accessWater access
§§ Small parcels for boat ramps, handSmall parcels for boat ramps, hand--carry carry 

launch sites and fishing accesslaunch sites and fishing access

§§ Farmland protectionFarmland protection
§§ purchase of development rights from a purchase of development rights from a 

farmerfarmer



What has been protected?What has been protected?
§§ How many sites?   How many sites?   
§§ Over 100 projects completed at 125 sitesOver 100 projects completed at 125 sites

§§ How much land conserved since 1987?     How much land conserved since 1987?     
§§ Over 192,000 acres Over 192,000 acres –– roughly 2/3 fee and 1/3 roughly 2/3 fee and 1/3 

easementeasement
§§ $53.4 million of LMF funds and $51.8 million of match $53.4 million of LMF funds and $51.8 million of match 

§§ Where?  Where?  
§§ All counties of the stateAll counties of the state

§§ WhatWhat’’s next?  s next?  
§§ 60 projects underway60 projects underway
§§ Virtually all LMF funds have now been committedVirtually all LMF funds have now been committed



StateState’’s Land Conservation s Land Conservation 
in the in the ““Northern ForestNorthern Forest””
§§ Both fee & easement Both fee & easement –– distinction is importantdistinction is important

FFee: 148,215 acres   Easement:  84,519 acresee: 148,215 acres   Easement:  84,519 acres

§§ StateState’’s fee holdings of s fee holdings of ““northern forestnorthern forest”” land are land are less less 
than than ¾¾ of 1%of 1% of the State.  When the pending projects of the State.  When the pending projects 
are complete, this will rise to just under 1%.are complete, this will rise to just under 1%.

§§ From 1994 on, 44% of northern forest land From 1994 on, 44% of northern forest land 
conservation has been achieved via easement.conservation has been achieved via easement.

§§ Of the pending projects, 85% of the acreage will be in Of the pending projects, 85% of the acreage will be in 
easement.easement.

§§ This emphasis on easements is expected to continue.This emphasis on easements is expected to continue.



Working Forest EasementsWorking Forest Easements

LMF funds easements to:LMF funds easements to:
§§ Ensure sustainable forestry on working Ensure sustainable forestry on working 

forests forests (including protection of productivity, habitat and (including protection of productivity, habitat and 
ecological functions)ecological functions)

§§ Limit residential, commercial and industrial Limit residential, commercial and industrial 
development and subdivisiondevelopment and subdivision
§§ Guarantee public access for outdoor Guarantee public access for outdoor 

recreationrecreation



WhatWhat’’s on the plate now? s on the plate now? 

§§ Record number of projects  Record number of projects  (34 underway and (34 underway and 
26 new all over the State)26 new all over the State)

§§ Highlights of new applications:Highlights of new applications:
§§ Machias Phase 2Machias Phase 2
§§ Katahdin Iron WorksKatahdin Iron Works
§§ Farm Cove (Down East Lakes)Farm Cove (Down East Lakes)
§§ Marshall Island (Jericho Bay)Marshall Island (Jericho Bay)
§§ Regional farm project in the Regional farm project in the ““Dairy BeltDairy Belt””



W
eb

 U
p

d
ate Visit Visit www.maine.gov/spo/lmfwww.maine.gov/spo/lmf to explore to explore 

our new Project Directory with our new Project Directory with 
descriptions, available activities and descriptions, available activities and 
driving directions to LMF funded projectsdriving directions to LMF funded projects



How have Maine citizens How have Maine citizens 
benefited?benefited?
§§ Conserved landConserved land is a form of is a form of infrastructure, infrastructure, 

just like roads and utilitiesjust like roads and utilities
§§ TourismTourism activity enhanced with conserved activity enhanced with conserved 

landslands
§§ Public AccessPublic Access to outdoor recreation to outdoor recreation 

opportunities improvedopportunities improved

§§ Rural enterpriseRural enterprise supported by stabilizing land supported by stabilizing land 
base (agriculture & forestry)base (agriculture & forestry)

§§ Natural heritageNatural heritage of the State protected for of the State protected for 
future generationsfuture generations



What are the What are the 
next land next land 

conservation conservation 
challenges?challenges?

Contact LMF at tim.glidden@maine.gov or by mail:  
LMF State House Station #38 Augusta, Maine 04333





General PrinciplesGeneral Principles
§§ Public recreational access is sought on all Public recreational access is sought on all 

projectsprojects
§§ Purchase price determined via appraisalPurchase price determined via appraisal
§§ ‘‘Willing seller onlyWilling seller only’’ ---- Board policyBoard policy
§§ 1/3 Match required to leverage LMF funds1/3 Match required to leverage LMF funds
§§ 2/3 Legislative approval is required to sell 2/3 Legislative approval is required to sell 

parcel or change its use from a purpose stated parcel or change its use from a purpose stated 
in the LMF statutein the LMF statute

See Proposal Workbook for moreSee Proposal Workbook for more
www.state.me.us/spo/lmfwww.state.me.us/spo/lmf



Impact on property taxesImpact on property taxes

§§ Different for fee vs. easementsDifferent for fee vs. easements
§§ Depends on Tree Growth & F/OS Depends on Tree Growth & F/OS 

statusstatus
§§ LMF law requires local approval if LMF law requires local approval if 

state valuation of property exceeds state valuation of property exceeds 
1% of Town1% of Town’’s total s total (similar provision for (similar provision for 
unorganized areas)unorganized areas)



Public notice & input Public notice & input 

§§ Notice sent to host towns/counties when Notice sent to host towns/counties when 
project finalists chosenproject finalists chosen

§§ Notice sent to local legislators and municipal or Notice sent to local legislators and municipal or 
county officials prior to final board votescounty officials prior to final board votes

§§ Public notice and hearing prior to final board Public notice and hearing prior to final board 
vote on any projectvote on any project

§§ All Board meetings publicized and openAll Board meetings publicized and open
§§ Call for new proposals is open to allCall for new proposals is open to all



What is an easement?What is an easement?
§§ LMF funds easements to:LMF funds easements to:
§§ Guarantee public access for outdoor Guarantee public access for outdoor 

recreationrecreation
§§ Protect habitat and ecological functionsProtect habitat and ecological functions
§§ Ensure sustainable forestry on working Ensure sustainable forestry on working 

forestsforests

§§ Easement is negotiated with seller Easement is negotiated with seller 
§§ Residential, commercial and industrial Residential, commercial and industrial 

development limiteddevelopment limited



How are prices set?How are prices set?

§§ Negotiation: LMF only works with willing Negotiation: LMF only works with willing 
sellerssellers
§§ A full, professional appraisal is conducted A full, professional appraisal is conducted 
§§ LMF typically will not participate in a LMF typically will not participate in a 

purchase purchase aboveabove appraised valueappraised value



How are lands managed?How are lands managed?

§§ Easements Easements –– private landowner typically private landowner typically 
remains the manager subject to easement remains the manager subject to easement 
restrictions (e.g. guaranteed public access; no restrictions (e.g. guaranteed public access; no 
development)development)

§§ Fee Fee –– State agency, town or land trust is the State agency, town or land trust is the 
land manager.  State and local management is land manager.  State and local management is 
public process.  On Land Trust properties, a public process.  On Land Trust properties, a 
contract between state and trust guarantees contract between state and trust guarantees 
key public interest issues like recreational key public interest issues like recreational 
access.access.


