Landowner Questions About
The Georges Highl and Path

Q VWhat is ny liability if I let the hiking path cross my | and?
A. Virtually none. (See enclosed brochure for additional information.)

Q Who will take care of the path?

A. The trail over your land will be cared for by one of our "adopters." An
adopter, or steward, is a person who has agreed to hike a section of the path on
a regular basis to see that the trail is kept clean, that mnor bl owmdowns are
renoved, and that agreenments with the | andowner are bei ng observed. Adopters
have no authority but will report problens, human or natural, to the Trai
Manager .

Q WII | have any say as to where the path will actually go?

A. Yes, we will select a proposed route based on connections with Hi ghland Path
| ocati ons on your neighbors' land, with consideration for your privacy,
esthetics, and with regard for proper trail design as it relates to erosion
fragile areas, etc. Before any trail clearing begins, we will go over the
proposed route with you and nmake any adjustnents that you wi sh. As the uses of
your land change in the future, the location of the path can be changed to
accommodat e your needs.

Q How nuch cutting of trees will be invol ved?

A. Very little. The Highland Path is neant for wal king, so the trail wll be
relatively narrow and go around trees rather than require their removal. Cutting

will be confined mainly to brush and deadfalls. Large bl owdowns will be
bypassed. No chainsaws will be used in construction or maintenance unl ess
authorized by the | andowner. Trail blazes will be painted on trees rather than

cut into them
Q WII canping be allowed?

A. Canmping will be allowed only if okayed by the | andowner and then only on
approved sites. |If |andowners want to open their land to overnight use, we wl|l
recommend that canping be permitted only in renpte areas that require a | ong
access hike. This will discourage evening partying at canpsites by non-trai
users.

Q Can the path across ny land be Iimted to hikers only?

A. Yes. The path will be designed specifically for hiking and, where suitable
terrain exists, in a way that discourages use by any sort of a vehicle. Signs at
trail heads will advise that the path is for foot traffic only.

Q Can | still forbid hunting on ny |and?

A. Yes. Your permissionis linmted to persons hiking the Georges Hi ghland Path.
You can forbid other uses, such as hunting, snowmbiling, fishing, or sw mrng.
W will note your preferences in our gui debook and place signs at the entrance

of your land, if you so w sh.

Q How binding is ny agreement with the CGeorges River Land Trust?



A. While we wel cone | ong-term agreenents for reasons of stability, we are
perfectly willing

to settle for a handshake and a sinple letter of understanding. This gives you,
t he | andowner,

full freedomto control the use your |land. We do ask that if you choose to
cancel the agreenent, you will make an effort to help us find an alternative
route nearby so as to assure continuity of the path.

Q If I have already granted perm ssion for snowmbilers to use a trail across
my property, can you use the same trail instead of maki ng one of your own?

A. Yes. We wel cone the chance to work with organi zed snownobi |l ers, horseback
riders, mountain bicyclists and others who seek perm ssion to use private |and
for recreational activities. There mi ght be reasons for inconpatibility with

ot her users, however, in which event we mght want to discuss alternatives with
you.

Q WIIl the path be used year round?

A. W hope so. Oher than hikers, wi nter users mght include snowshoers and
cross country skiers. Qur goal is to provide a path devoted to human power.

Q WII users be wandering across ny property to gain access to the trail?

A W will make every effort possible to prevent this from happeni ng by asking
hi kers to enter the trail at designhated access points, which will be
specifically chosen and be indicated by signs. In addition, strong enphasis will
be placed on the necessity for users to accept an ethical responsibility to the
 and and | andowners and to care for the trail. Qur publications and signs wll
stress this need for personal stewardship if the Georges Highland Path is to be
a success. This appeal directly to the individual has worked successfully on
other trails.

Q Wiy should | open a portion of ny land to public use?

A. A major goal of the Ceorges River Land Trust is to help maintain the beauty
and natural health of the lands within the watershed. The Ceorges Hi ghl and Path
is designed to take people at a wal king pace into some of the prettiest places
in the watershed in order to build their appreciation for this magnificent asset
so close to hone. In sharing a small part of your land with others, you wll
hel p strengthen each person's resolve to care for this region we all |ove and
adnmire.
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