	Text Complexity Analysis of Literary Texts 

	Qualitative Measures
	Quantitative Measures

	Levels of Meaning/Purpose
· Single level of meaning  Multiple levels of meaning

Structure

· Simple  Complex

· Explicit  Implicit

· Conventional  Unconventional (chiefly literary texts)

· Events related in chronological order  Events related out of chronological order (literary)

· Graphics unnecessary or merely supplementary to understanding the text  Graphics essential to understanding the text and may provide information not otherwise conveyed in the text
Language Conventionality and Clarity

· Literal  Figurative or ironic

· Clear  Ambiguous or purposefully misleading

· Contemporary, familiar  Archaic or otherwise unfamiliar

· See language standards: http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/ela/documents/ELA_Break-Down/ccss-language_811.pdf
Knowledge Demands

· Simple theme  Complex or sophisticated themes

· Single themes  Multiple themes

· Common, everyday experiences or clearly fantastical situations  Experiences distinctly different from one’s own

· Single perspective  Multiple perspectives

· Perspective(s) like one’s own  Perspective(s) unlike or in opposition to one’s own

· Everyday knowledge and familiarity with genre conventions required  Cultural and literary knowledge useful

· Low intertextuality (few if any references/allusions to other texts)  High intertextuality (many references/allusions to other texts)
	Formulas or algorithm for determining complexity such as Lexile, Dale-Chall, Coh-Metrix, ATOS and others

	
	Reader and Task Considerations

	
	Reader-related variables include:

· Cognitive capabilities (attention, memory, critical analytic ability, inference, visualization)

· motivation (a purpose for reading, interest in the content, self-efficacy as a reader)
· knowledge (vocabulary and topic knowledge, linguistic and discourse knowledge, knowledge of comprehension strategies);

· experiences

Task-related variables include:
· Purpose for reading (such as skimming for the gist, close reading to retain information)

· Context for learning – link to other content learning, placement in curriculum experience 

· level of cognitive demand of the task – level of Bloom’s for performance  

Resource: Sample Student Performance Tasks, Appendix B http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/ela/ccssspt.html

	Recommended Placement

	Based on an evaluation of the three measures, in which grade should the text be presented?


Text Complexity Analysis – Maine Dept. of Education


