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Texture texts connect context and fulcrum
texts in new ways. These texts work
together to enhance reading of fulcrum.

CONTEXT TEXT

This text(s) creates a context for the
reader. It is accessible and it creates
motivation. It may have teenage
protagonists or be particularly brief.
It deals with the theme or essential
question in succinct or overt ways.

It may set up vocabulary or
scenarios crucial to the othe
texts; it anchors

thinking.

TEXTURE TEXT

This text(s) may be read both
simultaneously and/or after other
texts. These texts may contradict

another work, may focus in on

one aspect of another work, or
may illuminate another work in

some fashion. These texts are
often brief because they may be
complex, technical, or
appropriate for shared

Theme or
Essential
Question

FULCRUM TEXT

This text(s) offers distinct layers of meaning
and complexity for the reader. It may be of
considerable length, it may use nonlinear
narrative structure, it may be considered a
“classic.” This is the fulcrum text because it is
the most complex, and the work which comes
before and after helps to tease out and
maneuver its complexities. Students work
toward reading independence
with these texts.

Readers use context to
prepare for deeper
understanding of
fulcrum text.

Fulcrum and texture
texts are often directly
juxtaposed, each
offering nuance to the
other.

FIGURE 2.1: Reading complexity circles.


selson
Text Box
From Supporting Students in a Time of Core Standards: English Language Arts, Grades 9 -12 by Sarah Brown Wessling, with Danielle Lillge and Crystal VanKooten. © 2011 National Council of Teachers of English.





