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TEXT COMPLEXITY MEASUREMENT: LITERARY TEXTS
Qualitative Measures 

	HIGH 

Multiple Levels of Complex Meaning

· Purpose: Implicit or subtle, is sometimes ambiguous and revealed over the entirety of the text

· Theme: Implicit or subtle, is often ambiguous and is revealed over the entirety of the text
	MEDIUM HIGH 

Multiple Levels of Meaning

· Purpose: Implicit and may be revealed over the entirety of the text

· Theme: Implicit or subtle and may be revealed over the entirety of the text
	MIDDLE LOW

Single Level of Complex Meaning

· Purpose: Tends to be revealed early in the text, but may be conveyed with some subtlety

· Theme: Is clear and revealed early in the text, but may be conveyed with some subtlety
	LOW

Single Level of Simple Meaning

· Purpose: Usually stated explicitly in the title or in the beginning of the text

· Theme: Is obvious and revealed early in the text



	HIGH 

· Narrative Structure: Complex, implicit, and unconventional 

· Narration: Many shifts in point of view 

· Order of Events: Not in chronological order 

· Use of Illustrations: Minimal illustrations that support the text 

· Layout: Very long passages of uninterrupted digital or non-digital text that may include columns or other variations in layout (e.g. non-linear or hybrid texts such as digital media,  poetry or graphic novels) often with small, densely packed print
	MIDDLE HIGH 
· Narrative Structure: Some complexities, more implicit than explicit, some unconventionality

· Narration: Occasional shifts in point of view

· Order of Events: Several major shifts in time, use of flashback

· Use of Illustrations: Few illustrations that support the text 

· Layout: Long passages of uninterrupted digital or non-digital text  that may include columns or other variations in layout, often with smaller, more elaborate font
	MIDDLE LOW 
· Narrative Structure: Largely simple structure, more explicit than implicit, largely conventional

· Narration: Few, if any, shifts in point of view

· Order of Events: Occasional use of flashback, no major shifts in time

· Use of Illustrations: Includes a range of illustrations that support selected parts of the text

· Layout: May have longer passages of uninterrupted digital or non-digital text, often plain font
	LOW
· Narrative Structure: Simple, explicit, conventional
· Narration: No shifts in point of view

· Order of Events: Chronological

· Use of Illustrations: Includes extensive illustrations that directly support and help interpret the written text 

· Layout: Consistent placement of text in digital and non-digital formats, regular word and line spacing, often large, plain font 


	**A variable to consider when evaluating the layout of the text is the variety of adjustments (such as font size) available through digital devices.  Also see Reader & Task.


	HIGH

· Meaning: Many complex sentences; implicit or inferred meaning, heavy use of figurative or ironic language, meaning may be purposefully ambiguous or misleading at times

· Vocabulary/Register: Generally unfamiliar, archaic, domain-specific, and/ or academic 
	MEDIUM HIGH

· Meaning: Complex sentences; some implicit or inferred meaning, use of figurative or ironic language

· Vocabulary/Register: Occasionally unfamiliar, archaic, domain-specific, and/or academic 
	MEDIUM LOW

· Meaning: Simple and compound sentences; largely explicit and literal meaning, subtle use of figurative or ironic language

· Vocabulary/Register: Largely contemporary, conversational; rarely unfamiliar, archaic, domain-specific, and/or overly academic
	LOW

· Meaning: Mainly simple sentences; explicit and literal meaning, little or no use of figurative or ironic language
· Vocabulary/Register: Contemporary, familiar, conversational



	HIGH 

· Life Experiences: Explores complex, sophisticated, multiple themes; experiences portrayed are distinctly different from those of the common reader yet are not fantastical 
· Literary/Cultural Knowledge: Many references/allusions to other texts (intertextuality); multiple explicit and implicit cultural elements

· Subject Matter Knowledge: Requires extensive, perhaps specialized content knowledge
	MIDDLE HIGH 

· Life Experiences: Explores multiple themes of varying levels of complexity; experiences portrayed are  uncommon to most readers yet are not fantastical 
· Literary/Cultural Knowledge: Some references/allusions to other texts (intertextuality);several explicit and implicit cultural elements

· Subject Matter Knowledge: Requires moderate levels of content knowledge
	MIDDLE LOW

· Life Experiences: Explores a single complex theme; experiences portrayed are common to many readers or are clearly fantastical 
· Literary/Cultural Knowledge: Few references/allusions to other texts (intertextuality); some explicit cultural elements

· Subject Matter Knowledge: Requires some content knowledge
	LOW

· Life Experiences: Explores a single theme; experiences portrayed are every day and common or are clearly fantastical 
· Literary/Cultural Knowledge: No references/allusions to other texts (intertextuality); few, if any, explicit cultural elements

· Subject Matter Knowledge: Requires only everyday knowledge



	Common Core Band
	ATOS
	Degrees of Reading Power®
	Flesch-Kincaid
	The Lexile Framework®
	Reading Maturity
	SourceRater

	2nd – 3rd
	2.75 – 5.14
	42 – 54
	1.98 – 5.34
	420 – 820
	3.53 – 6.13
	0.05 – 2.48

	4th – 5th
	4.97 – 7.03
	52 – 60
	4.51 – 7.73
	740 – 1010
	5.42 – 7.92
	0.84 – 5.75

	6th – 8th
	7.00 – 9.98
	57 – 67
	6.51 – 10.34
	925 – 1185
	7.04 – 9.57
	4.11 – 10.66

	9th – 10th
	9.67 – 12.01
	62 – 72
	8.32 – 12.12
	1050 – 1335
	8.41 – 10.81
	9.02 – 13.93

	11th – CCR
	11.20 – 14.10
	67 – 74
	10.34 – 14.2
	1185 – 1385
	9.57 – 12.00
	12.30 – 14.50
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LANGUAGE CONVENTIONALITY & CLARITY 





KNOWLEDGE DEMANDS 
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