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Treasure Hunt through the 
Common Core State Standards for 
English Language Arts &
Literacy in History/Social Studies, 

Science and Technical Subjects 
Directions:  Knowing where to find information is just as important as knowing the information.  A question can be answered easily and effectively when one knows how to use the available tools.  Beginning at the English Language Arts website at Maine Department of Education http://www.maine.gov/doe/ela, search through the site to find the answers to the following questions.
Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
Introduction 

1. Find the Introduction section of the CCSS.  According to the Table of Contents what are the three types of Reading Standards in the K-5 grade cluster?

1._____________________________________
2._____________________________________
3._____________________________________
2. Which one of the three types of Reading Standards found in the K-5 Reading Cluster does not exist in the 6-12 clusters? 
_____________________________________________________________________

3. Finish this statement from the Introduction:

It is important to note that the 6-12 literacy standards in history/social studies, science, and technical studies are not meant to_____________ content standards in those areas but rather to ______________   _________.
4. CCR is an acronym for what part of the standards?  
______________________________________________________________________

5. Complete this statement from the Key Design Considerations section:

Students advancing through the grades are expected to ______each year’s grade specific standards, _________ or ___________ _________ skills and understandings mastered in ___________grades, and work steadily toward meeting the more general expectations described by the ________standards.   
6. According to Key Design Considerations what is another document (besides the CCSS) that calls for a special emphasis on informational text?
_______________________________________
7. Find the Distribution of Literary and Informational Passages by Grade in the 2009 NAEP Reading Framework and the Distribution of Communicative Purposes by Grade in the 2011 NAEP Writing Framework charts.  What is the implication for instruction?
8. Read the What is Not Covered by the Standards section and record below both an AHA! & an OH NO!  thought that you have:

AHA! _____________________________________________________________________

OH NO! __________________________________________________________________
9.  Finish the following statements about Students Who are College and Career Ready:

They demonstrate___________________________

They build___________________________

They respond___________________________

They comprehend___________________________

They value___________________________

They use___________________________

They come___________________________
10. According to How to Read This Document, what is included in each of the three Appendices in the CCSS? 

1._________________________
2._________________________

3._________________________

The Standards

11. What are the four strands of ELA?

1. _______________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________________
3. ________________________________________________________
4.  Language

12. What are the four specific categories by which each of the standard READING strands are organized? 

1. _______________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________________
3. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

4.________________________________________________________
13.  What does the Reading Standards 6-12 Comparative Chart by Anchor represent?

15.  What is the writing equivalent?  What does it have fewer columns?

14. What are the three text types addressed in the Common Core Writing Strands? 

1.________________________________________________
2.________________________________________________
3.________________________________________________

15.  What do you find in the Language strand?  
16.  The authors of the CCSS emphasize that although language standards are articulated as a separate strand, the standards should be taught and assessed in conjunction with each of the other strands.  Describe how you might embed instruction of a language standard in the teaching of another strand.
17.  Identify one example of how the standards are interrelated.  

Appendix A

18. According to the CCSS, what are the three factors used when measuring Text Complexity? Use them to label the chart.
19. What does the asterisk (*) represent in the Language Progressive Skills, By Grade Charts? 
____________________________________________________________________

20.  What is the purpose of the bibliography section of Appendix A?

21.  What were the considerations for selecting text exemplars in Appendix B?

22.  What is the purpose of the Sample Student Performance Tasks found in Appendix B?

23.  Can you find in Appendix B one text you have used in your instruction?  Where do you find it? Is this consistent with your use of the text?

24.  View writing exemplars in Appendix C.  Select one from each of the following: K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12.  What do you notice about the development of writing in these examples?
Professional Development Resources
25.  Open  Guided Study to the Common Core State Standards for ELA - Appendix A 
Why is this an important first step to understanding the CCSS initiative?  
26.  The transition to CCSS is described as shifts in practice.  List the shifts.

27.  Complexity is the primary issue to address before implementing the standards.  What new information was shared in the August 2012 supplement to Appendix A?
28.  What are the tools for evaluating complexity that you find in Module 2?
29.  Where will you find a tool to determine whether a resource is aligned to CCSS?  

30.  What is your primary concern for transitioning to CCSS?
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