A Guide to Creating Text Dependent Questions for Close Analytic Reading 
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Good text dependent questions will often linger over specific phrases and sentences to ensure careful comprehension of the text—they help students see something worthwhile that they would not have seen on a more cursory reading.  Typical text dependent questions ask students to perform one or more of the following tasks: 

· Analyze paragraphs on a sentence by sentence basis and sentences on a word by word basis to determine the role played by individual paragraphs, sentences, phrases, or words
· Investigate how meaning can be altered by changing key words and why an author may have chosen one word over another

· Probe each argument in persuasive text, each idea in informational text, each key detail in literary text, and observe how these build to a whole
· Evaluate the quality of supporting evidence for each claim, argument, or major idea presented
· Examine how shifts in the direction of an argument or explanation are achieved and the impact of those shifts
· Question why authors choose to begin and end when they do

· Note and assess patterns of writing and what they achieve
· Consider what the text leaves uncertain or unstated
Creating Text-Dependent Questions for Close Analytic Reading of Texts


Step One: Identify the Core Understandings and Key Ideas of the Text
As in any good reverse engineering or “backwards design” process, teachers should start by identifying the key insights they want students to understand from the text—keeping one eye on the major points being made is crucial for fashioning an overarching set of successful questions and critical for creating an appropriate culminating assignment.  For an anchor text, note on the road map as appropriate in the summary, in the note about grade level, within the quality review, or as part of the standards selected.
Step Two: Start Small to Build Confidence, DOK 1
What does the text say?  The opening questions should be ones that help orientate students to the text and be sufficiently specific enough for them to answer so that they gain confidence to tackle more difficult questions later on. 
Step Three: Target Vocabulary and Text Structure, DOK 2
How does the text work?  Locate key text structures and the most powerful academic words in the text that are connected to the key ideas and understandings, and craft questions that illuminate these connections.  Identify key considerations for examining the author’s craft and ask questions to help student read like a writer.  
Step Four: Tackle Tough Sections Head-on, DOK 3
What does the text mean?  Find the sections of the text that will present the greatest difficulty and craft questions that support students in mastering these sections (these could be sections with difficult syntax, particularly dense information, and tricky transitions or places that offer a variety of possible inferences). 




Step Five: Create the Culminating Assessment, DOK 4
What does the text inspire you to do?  Develop a culminating activity around the key ideas or understandings identified earlier that reflects (a) mastery of one or more of the standards, (b) involves writing, and (c) is structured to be completed by students independently. 

Considerations to keep mind at each step:

Create Coherent Sequences of Text Dependent Questions 

The sequence of questions should not be random but should build toward more coherent understanding and analysis to ensure that students learn to stay focused on the text to bring them to a gradual understanding of its meaning.  Are you providing consistent practice with a method of question development that will help students gain confidence with complex texts?  Are you helping students prepare to engage with stretch texts while providing opportunity to engage independently with practice texts?   
Identify the Standards That Are Being Addressed

Take stock of what standards are being addressed in the series of questions.  Make sure each level of questions aligns to the standards and that there is a sufficient number of questions at each level to support development.
