American Words: the power of speech in the 1960’s 

	Content Area
Grade/grade span

	ELA/literacy
Grade 9/10

	Module description – essential question/topic of study/phenomenon/enduring understandings/relevance

	Does history repeat itself?  
This module examines periods and events in American history that have relevance to current events in American culture.  Subsequent modules address civil rights and race relations throughout American history.  A possible anchor text within this module is To Kill a Mockingbird and/or Go Set a Watchman
 
Module focus:  Students employ a range of speaking and listening skills for a variety of audiences and purposes.


	Unit description – line of inquiry

	How can a few very powerful and carefully placed words impact public action? 

Unit focus:  study mentor texts of well-crafted speeches


	Priority standards – to be assessed

	Reasoning and Evidence: 
· RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
· RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
Speaking and Listening:
· SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.


	High road transfer options

	Evaluate a speech or public statement made in recent history that was presented in a national context 


	Supporting standards – to be addressed

	Language:
· L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Speaking and Listening:
· SL.9-10.4  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.


	Low road transfer options

	Evaluate a speech or public statement presented since 2014 in response to a death that sparked racial violence to  the speeches studied in the unit


	Texts, resources

	See “Legacies” text set;  road map for Robert Kennedy speech announcing death of Martin Luther King, Jr.; student selected texts


	Lessons/assessments
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	Reading, listening -  Kennedy speech; annotate  text (formative assessment)


	
	Reading, listening -  Warren eulogy of President Kennedy; annotate  text (formative assessment)


	
	Reading, listening -  Ted Kennedy eulogy of Robert Kennedy; annotate  text (formative assessment)


	
	Writing with evidence from multiple texts: With partners, determine what is common among the speeches and what is unique to each.  


	Subsequent units or lessons

	Future unit:  Present a well-crafted speech to honor an individual or event



