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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Waiver Request: Regarding Use of Whole Grain-Rich Pasta—School Years 2014-15 and 2015-16

Beginning July 1, 2014, all grains offered in the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program must be whole grain-rich (WGR), meaning they contain at least 50 percent whole grain meal and/or flour. Many types of WGR pasta, including those available through USDA Foods, are 100 percent whole grain. USDA received comments suggesting that certain pastas raised a challenge for school menus. Some of the available products degrade easily during preparation and service and are difficult to use in larger-scale cooking operations. Additional consultation with pasta industry experts confirmed this challenge. 

WGR pastas made from blends of whole grain and enriched flours maintain better consistency, but these products are still emerging in the marketplace. Therefore, USDA recognizes that USDA Foods and industry need additional time to develop a range of acceptable WGR pastas. As such, USDA is offering flexibility in this area for those SFAs serving menu items with WGR pastas that do not hold together well for the next two school years only. 

Therefore, per USDA Memo SP 47-2014, SFAs that have experienced significant challenges in preparing and serving WGR pasta products may apply for a waiver and take advantage of this two-year flexibility. The temporary flexibility will provide additional time for the development of acceptable WGR products that meet USDA’s science-based standards. SFAs approved to offer non-WGR pastas will be considered compliant with USDA’s WGR requirements during an Administrative Review or performance-based certification review. This waiver applies to pasta only; it does not apply to rice or other grain/bread items. 

SFA’s that wish to take advantage of the flexibility waiver must complete the form below to demonstrate that they experienced significant challenges in preparing and serving whole grain-rich pasta products in their schools and must obtain approval from the Maine Department of Education (DOE).
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Date Received:__________________       
   Date Approved:__________________    
DOE Staff Initials:__________________ 



Check all that apply: 


Product Quality: Product does not cook or hold well, resulting in poor quality and student complaints 


Acceptability: Student acceptance has been poor resulting in complaints and increased plate waste 


Financial Impact: SFA experienced declining participation secondary to complaints about product


       quality of whole grain-rich pasta menu items 


Availability: Unable to order whole grain-rich product 


Other: ___________________________________________________________________________ 





SFA Name: ___________________________________ 





Food Service Director:


	


___________________________ 	___________________________	    ____________ 


Printed Name				          Signature				Date 








District Superintendent:


	


___________________________ 	 ___________________________	    ____________ 


             Printed Name				          Signature				Date 


 


Completed form should be submitted to the Maine Department of Education, Childhood Nutrition Services, ATTN: Walter Beesley via mail 23 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0223. Fax (207) 624-6841 or Email: Walter.Beesley@maine.gov�
 �











