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Though the Summer Meals program is federally reimbursed, there are aspects of the program that you might want other monies to accomplish. Outreach, programming, and special events are all areas that can require soliciting donations. These are not included as expenses in the typical cost breakdown of the program alongside pieces like staff time, transportation, and food, but they are just as important in achieving success. Donations will allow you to enhance and promote your program. 
WHAT:
Outreach 
· Flyers and signs
Programming
· Supplies, e.g. arts and crafts 
· Prizes, e.g. small toys, activity equipment 
Special Events
· Kick-off events
· End of the summer parties
· Volunteer/staff appreciation

HOW:
Supply Drive: Approach a church, business, or organization and ask if they can do a supply drive. Make a very specific wish-list of items and they can put up a notice in their office or bulletin for members to donate or buy the supplies needed.
Donations: Call or stop by a business. Compile a list of businesses you would like to approach to ask for supplies or gift donations. Have an idea of what you would like such as printing a specific number of flyers, and don’t be shy about aiming high. 
Connect with collaborative partners: Reach out to community partners like the Cooperative Extension, Volunteers of America, the State Agency, and Healthy Maine Partnerships for relevant donations. Look into what they support or sponsor before asking for anything. 
Budget: See if you have room in your budget to use some money towards providing enrichment at sites. It does not have to be extravagant. Even a little budget can go along a way!

