Draft Gambling Control Board

Minutes





    11/17/2010 Meeting

The November meeting of Maine’s Gambling Control Board was held at the Department of Public Safety Headquarters in Augusta on 11/17/10.

Chairman McHale called the meeting to order at 12:35 P.M.

Board Present: (Chair) George McHale, Cushing Samp, Harry Stickney, Joe Laliberte and Matt Dyer.

Staff Present:  R. Welch, (Executive Director) and Scott Woods (Auditor).

State Police Lt. Dave Bowler was also present.

Assistant Attorney General Lara Nomani was present covering for William Stokes.

The minutes of the 10/20/10 meeting of the Board were reviewed and accepted. 

Motion: Samp, Second-Laliberte Acceptance of Minutes.  

Motion passed 5-0.

Executive Director’s Report

Robert Welch gave his Executive Director’s report with 

a) The Bangor PD calls to 500 Main St. report were handed out.  There were 6 

    calls to the facility in September and 5 not related to the gaming floor.

b) For the Board’s review, a copy of a study from the National Problem Gaming Council on the effectiveness of self exclusion programs was handed out.

c) For the Board’s review, a copy of a report from the New England State Police

Intelligence Network on Gaming In New England was handed out.
d) Executive Director Welch took a few minutes at the end of his report to announce that he would be leaving his current post with DPS and the Gambling Control Board as of 12/10/10 to pursue a conditional job offer with the Police Department of the University of Maine in Orono.  Mr. Welch thanked everyone for their support over the years.

Financial Report 



Scott Woods handed out the financial weekly sheet to the Board.  Scott 
reported that all was quiet.  Scott referred to a machine that was reported last 
month of having communication problems was fixed as of that date and not 
further problems had developed. 
State Police Report



Det. Armstrong reported all was quiet with no new cases to report on.


updated the Board on Maine State Police activity done by Det. Armstrong.  


Unfinished Business



There was no unfinished business.

New Business 


There were two new items presented to the Board:

1. Mr. Welch updated the Board on the proposed change to the rule on storage of tickets that began last month. Public hearing will be held 11/23 and rule will close 12/3/10.


2.  The Board was presented with a 2 year list of activities that had been 
 
   developed by Mr. Welch to outline actions necessary for Oxford County Casino 
    
   to come on line.  Accompanying that timeline, there were 3 years of projected 

   budget expenses that would increase as the new facility is opened.
Chairman McHale introduced Commissioner Jordan for her input.

Commissioner Jordan said that the Legal and Veterans Affairs Committee of the Legislature could change the bill.  She advised that there were additional pitfalls with the introduction of table games into the State.

Commissioner Jordan said that she would be requesting a waiver for filling the Executive Director’s job after 12/10/10.  She said that they would be looking for a person with law enforcement background, and some accounting experience.  She wanted Oxford County to have a quality facility with quality rules.
Board member Joe Laliberte asked Commissioner Jordan if there was anything she needed from the Board?  Commissioner Jordan advised that she saw the Board members needing training and they may have to hold meetings when needed.  

Chairman McHale advised that attempts in the past to get Board training had been killed by budget cuts.  He assured Commissioner Jordan that the Board will be there to help her out.  He advised that “haste will make waste”.

Board member Joe Laliberte asked if the new positions would be complex positions to fill ?  Commissioner Jordan advised that the budgetary aspects will be problematic.

Chairman McHale then introduced Peter Martin of BlackBear Entertainment.  

Mr. Martin said that BlackBear was appearing to begin collaboration with the Board and to follow in the footsteps of Penn National 

Mr. Martin said that some of the principals of BlackBear were in Las Vegas interviewing potential operators for their project.

Mr. Martin said that the recount would be starting and it could take one week or one month.

Mr. Martin then introduced the following people:

Dan Walker of Preti -Flaherty will be acting as legal advisor.

Mark Robinson will be public relations 

Scott Smith will be community development person

Mike Chummings is the Oxford Town Manager and has been working 
with BlackBear for about 2 years.  He advised that the town is very 
enthusiastic about the jobs and the project in general

Investor Suzanne Grover of Norway, Maine was introduced.

Mr. Jim Boluduuck of CBS Advertising was introduced.  Along with Mr. Martin, Mr. Boluduuck presented some information on posters showing the location of the facility which he described as 100 acres on Rt. 26 and the Rabbit Valley Road.  The area has a magnificent view.  The construction will be in 3 parts: gaming building, hotel/parking garage and then the Spa.  

There are already 4,000 job applications on line for the facility.
Board member Laliberte remarked that we were taking an historic step for Maine.
The next Board meeting is scheduled for 12/15/10 at 1230.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:30 P.M. Motion –Samp, Second-Stickney to adjourn.

Motion passed 5-0.

