                              Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
3/29/2012
Florian Conference Room
Augusta

Meeting opened at 9:08 am

Board members present: Russ Martin, Jeff Ohler, Barry Chase, Dick Lambert, Rich McCarthy, Shiloh LaFreniere, Dick Tarr, Roger Rossignol 
Members excused: Rick Karg, Paul Becker and Mike Pullen
Board Chair Commissioner Morris absent
Staff present:  Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille absent due to family medical leave
Introductions
Review of the minutes of 1/19/2012
Motion: Dick Lambert to accept the minutes 
Seconded: Shiloh LaFreniere
Unanimous vote
Financial Update

$236,818.64  in the surcharge account as of today.
ASHRAE and Radon Standards Discussion


The Board started a discussion on whether they believe the ASHRAE and Radon standards should be made mandatory within the MUBEC Code. The Board started the discussion based around the ASHRAE Standards first and then dealt with Radon.  Russ stated that ASHRAE 90.1 is already part of the code as the IECC makes the Standard usable for compliance with the energy code.  Russ believes that this is a good approach to compliance with the energy code. He also believes that it would be appropriate for the standards within MUBEC to be mandatory.  Russ believes the ASHRAE Standards were mandatory before the MUBEC went into force and now the mandatory status of these standards was sunsetted.  Russ believes that if the Standards are not mandatory then shortcuts will be taken.  Russ also stated that the currently adopted 2007 edition of the standards is good even though the 2010 version is out.

Dick Tarr questioned how the standards could have been sunsetted during the adoption of MUBEC?

Jeff Ohler stated that he believed that the intent was for all the standards to be mandatory because of the way that it was written into the current legislation.


Dick Lambert agreed with Jeff’s statement and added that you cannot have compliance with energy codes without ventilation.


Shiloh LaFreniere added that smaller communities that are just starting to enforce the MUBEC would prefer to wait until those communities have time to get comfortable with the enforcement of the rest of the MUBEC.
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Russ Martin added that the ASHRAE standards have been required to be complied with for years, and this would not be anything new.


Dick Lambert commented that commercial builders and designers have been complying with the standards, but residential have not done as good a job in compliance with the standards.  He also stated that many CEOs are not prepared to enforce these standards without more training in the subject matter.


Barry Chase had no problem with the requirement to make the ASHRAE Standards mandatory, but has an issue with the requirement to make the Radon standards mandatory.  He agreed with the letter presented from Barbara Berry representing the Realtors.

Russ Martin added that we are building houses that are much tighter and that ventilation in these structures is critical. He added that older houses do not need as much ventilation  because of construction techniques used in the past.


A non-binding straw poll was taken at this time to determine to direction of the Board in reference to the ASHRAE Standards. The results of this poll are as follows: 5 members for mandatory standards, 1 member against, and 2 members undecided at this time. 

 The discussion then moved to the Radon Standards as adopted by the Board. Bob Stillwell, Radon Section Leader, DHHS was in attendance and asked to respond to questions put forth by the Board members.  Dick Lambert questioned if it was accurate that 2/3 of Maine homes do not require Radon mitigation systems to be installed. Bob Stillwell responded that the current threshold for requirement of a radon system is 4  pic/liter and that this level is too high and the threshold should be placed at 2 pic/liters.


Dick Lambert stated that this issue should not be ignored and that installation of radon systems after the structure has been completed is far more costly.

A letter from the Association of Realtors was presented by Barbara Berry to present the position of their group.  The Board discussed its concern for requiring a system to be installed if it may never need to be hooked up depending on the level of radon present in the house.


Bob Stillwell stated that the State of Maine has been dealing with radon since the 1950’s.  When asked if the appendices within the 2009 IRC that address radon issues would be adequate to deal with the issue,  Bob stated that he did not believe that they would be adequate.


Again a non-binding straw poll was taken to determine the direction of the Board in relation to requiring radon standards to be mandatory.  The results of the poll are as follows: 4 members believe the radon standards should be mandatory, 2 believe they should not be mandatory and 1 is undecided.


There was a discussion on an issue presented to the Board from the Town of Hampden.  If a Town has a certified Building official can a building owner use a TPI for inspections?  The discussion centered on if a Town decides to use a Town appointed Building Official, then building owners must use the Town’s Building official.  If the Town has no certified Building official, then a TPI may be utilized.  If there are any issues between a building owner and a TPI, it would not be a Town issue. The Board requested that the AG’s office be contacted for an opinion on this issue.
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Update on Legislation – LDs 1619 & 1787 – Rich

Public Hearing on above LDs 3/1/2012 – 1:00 pm Rm 208 Cross Building

Rich McCarthy provided an update on the status of these two bills.  At the time of the meeting, public hearings on both bills had been heard and there was much discussion on where the two numbers that are included in bills came from.  LD 1787 is a departmental bill that was supported by the SFMO and Fire Chiefs Association, but was spoken against by many other groups.  The major concern is that there is not enough staff in the SFMO to complete the duties required to support the code.
Update on LCRED Committee Meeting and Report 
Rich McCarthy updated the Board on the letter sent to the LCRED Committee. This letter was to update the Committee on the actions of the Board and to answer questions posed to the Board by the LCRED Committee. The Committee was happy on the progress made by the Board and wanted the Board to know how much all their hard work is appreciated by the Committee.
Unfinished Business:


Dick Lambert brought up the issue of the Board finding an alternate method of funding for the Bureau of Building Codes and Standards this will be discussed at the next Board meeting.
New Business 

None

Public Comments

None

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am. 

Next meeting May 10, 2012 
Minutes by Rich McCarthy

for Kathy Robitaille

