Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
5/26/2011
Gambling Conference Room
Meeting opened at 9:10 am

Board members present:  Dick Lambert, Shiloh Ring, Barry Chase, Rich McCarthy, Dick Tarr, Roger Rossignol, Rick Karg, Paul Becker and Russ Martin
Members excused:  Mike Pullen and Jeff Ohler
Board Chair Commissioner John Morris present. 

Staff present:  Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille  Director position: vacant
Review of the minutes of 4/28/2011
Motion: by Rick Karg to accept the minutes as presented
Seconded by Dick Tarr
Unanimous vote with 1 abstention
Financial Update

Current amount in the FMO surcharge for the Building Codes Unit is now $147,795.51. 
Commissioner Morris
Commissioner Morris briefly discussed LD 1416 which would change the current law that towns under 2,000 in population don’t have to enforce the building codes, to towns under 4,000. This Legislative session is slated to be done on June 15th. The question of getting a new Building Codes Director lays with the Governor’s Office. The Commissioner will keep us posted as he finds out more information. 
Letter from the Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee re: LD 699 – An Act to Conserve Energy in Certain Commercial Buildings (hotels, motels, etc.)

The Board received a letter from the EUT Committee with the request that we report back to them by 1/15/12, describing the review undertaken by the Board to “address issues such as energy cost saving measures for unoccupied rooms in hotels, motels and inns as well as systems such as motion sensors that may conserve energy consumed by escalators in commercial buildings. This report would also include the question of reliability of the technologies, safety, and appropriateness of requirements in particular industry contexts etc.” The Committee recommended that the Board also seek input from the Efficiency Maine Trust in its consideration of this research. 
Discussion ensued with questions such as is this for new construction only or substantial renovations? Does this key into the IEBC as well? The IECC does talk about upgrading systems. What would the costs be for new construction? Renovation? The intent of this is good, but how could it be done? What’s out there for products? Would this be a MUBEC change or a legislative change? Decision to send this to the Energy TAG and include Rick Meinking, Maine Efficiency Trust for their thoughts and information. 
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Motion: by Dick Lambert to give this to the Energy TAG and Efficiency Maine Trust to look at the technology out there, and have them report back to the Board. 
Seconded: by Rick Karg

Unanimous Vote

Final Language on LD 1253 – An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Enforcement of the Statewide Uniform Building Codes?  
Kathy tried to get this final language from the analyst, but it has not been done yet. Dick Lambert attended the work session on this and advised that there are some temporary measures that have been put into 1253, that include a waiver on agricultural buildings (potato barns), seasonal buildings, etc. We will have to wait and discuss it at the next meeting at which we would hopefully have the amended language. 

Repercussions on LD 1416 if voted in. Kathy was not able to obtain the final language on this one either. Discussion ensued about the work session on this with the State and Local Government Committee. Paul Becker discussed his disappointment that at one point there were only three committee members in the room, before they took a vote. If this would no longer be a statewide code, would communities be able to opt out? Again, we will have to wait and get the amended language for the next board meeting.  
Amendment filed by Eric Ellis, State Fire Marshal’s Office – (this was pulled on 5/24/2011 as an Amendment and only a point of discussion)

The amendment was to delete the section 1613 in the IBC on Earthquake Loading.

The main reason behind the request to delete section 1613 is that it requires seismic bracing and currently adopted NFPA 13 does not.  To require the seismic bracing would add cost to the fire sprinkler systems without adding any significant safety and property protection.  The Fire Marshals Office’s policy for over 15 years has been to not require seismic bracing in Maine unless required locally by another authority. Eric wants to coordinate the FMO policy with the IBC and wants to mesh it together for the industry – ASCE.7 or NFPA 13. Discussion and decision to see how LD 1416 plays out and then address this. Paul Becker will look at NFPA 13. Chapter 9.

Amendment from Larry Buotte re: steel pre-fabricated storage building
Kathy gave a quick overview of this, given that she has talked with this gentleman a couple of times on the phone as has Amanda, and emails from him as well. His frustration is that he had purchased a used steel pre-fabricated building in Bath, moved it to Sabattus and was told by the CEO that he couldn’t put it up until he had an engineer look at it and give a report on the structure, etc. This gentleman had contacted an engineering firm, but it would cost a lot of money to do this and he can’t afford to do it. Amanda suggested maybe he could approach the Board to ask for an amendment on this issue. This is the Amendment he has filed. 

Discussion ensued about this matter. Recognizing that the requirement for these buildings in the 70’s was different, in dismantling it some of the bolts could have been snapped and other safety/structural issues, the Board felt that an engineer did need to look at this before it was reconstructed on Mr. Buotte’s property. This is not a conflict in the codes, and the Board would not want to remove it from the codes as it would weaken them, they felt the decision was in the CEO’s hands. 
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Motion: Rich motioned that we deny this amendment due to this not under our purview to remove it from code due to personal hardship. The current Code allows for the authority having jurisdiction to waive requirements or Mr. Buotte can take it to the Board of Appeals. The decision can be handled on a local level. 

Seconded: by Paul Becker

Unanimous Vote 

Unfinished Business:
None

New Business:
Nelson Collins, Fire Marshal’s Office Supervisor is retiring next Wednesday. Some of the Board may have worked with him in the past.
**Rick Karg still plans to redo the FAQ on the building codes website and present that at the next board meeting. 
Russ Martin has been certified as a Third –party inspector in Commercial Energy. 

Congratulations, Russ! 
Public Comment:

Meeting ended at 10:20 am.  
Next meeting date:  6/16/2011 (later changed to 6/22/2011) 
Rick Karg cannot attend either date.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain Robitaille, Secretary
