Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
2/14/13
Florian Conference Room
Dept of Public Safety - Augusta

Meeting opened at 12:30 pm – Introductions of Board members
Board members present: Mike Pullen, Dick Tarr, Shiloh Ring, Marc Veilleux, Rick Karg, Jeff Ohler, Dick Lambert, Russ Martin and Paul Becker
Staff present:  Rich McCarthy and Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille
Board member excused: Roger Rossignol and Barry Chase
REVIEW OF THE 10/18/12 MINUTES
Motion: Dick Lambert motioned to accept the minutes 
Seconded: Marc Veilleux 
Unanimous vote with one abstention
FINANCIAL UPDATE
As of this date, there is $244,423.82 in the building codes surcharge account. Rich reports from the Fire Marshal’s Office point of view that there is more construction going on – a wider variety as well of types of buildings. 16 mercantiles came in recently. Residential building/construction cautiously optimistic, but more is happening in Southern Maine for this. Various board members also weighed in that they were also seeing some movement in construction. 
CHAIR REPORT – RICH MCCARTHY
From July 2012 until now – the towns that had no code previous to 2008 now have to enforce MUBEC. The Office received lots of questions/calls from Code Enforcement Officers, just trying to get through their first few projects to get their feet wet. MBOIA held an IEBC training in conjunction with the Fire Chiefs with 200 attending the class. Don’t forsee any cuts in the Fire Marshal’s Office coming up. Kathy is now off the stimulus monies as of 12/31/12 and the funding from the building surcharge is still doing ok that pays her salary, plus have of Rich McCarthy’s and part of Brianne Hastey’s. 
LCRED LETTER
This year’s LCRED Committee only contains two of the previous members, Dupres and Gilbert. All the rest are new to this Legislative Committee. Sen. Rector was not re-elected, so there the new Chair is Senator John Patrick. Rich will present the LCRED letter required by law from the Building Codes Program to the Committee in a casual setting and answer questions. Rich will offer up to LCRED that the Board would like to do a meet and greet as well. Question about where the feds stand in terms of funding building codes specifically energy code? It may be based on the 2012 codes in place? Don Vigneault may have some info as to the energy money being tied in to funding?
The Feds are also asking how Maine did. The stimulus money is based on 90% of Maine becoming energy efficient. How is compliance proven? Rich will throw that back to the Energy folks for response. 212 million was given to Maine. LCRED letter – will contain a bit of history plus a recap of the past year which includes current municipality adoption choices for code enforcement or not to adopt and enforce; codes vs standards votes; log home/post and beam/timber exemption and the legislative intent for these? Adoption cycles by statute?
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LEGISLATIVE/RULEMAKING UPDATE
There are almost 1800 bills in Legislature this session. There are six MUBEC related bills:
LD 175 – An Act to Update the Laws Governing Energy Efficiency Building Performance Standards



(possible clean up bill?)

LR 899 – An Act to Modify the Mandatory Enforcement of the MUBEC for a Municipality without a Building Code History (voters can opt out under or over 4000)
LR1724 – An act to Update References Contained in the MUBEC (not printed yet)

LR 1593 – An Act to Restore Uniformity to the MUBEC (takes it back to being a statewide code – enforce if you want. Code would still be applicable, just not enforced)

LR 763 – An Act to Return to Building Code Requirements in Effect Prior to the Adoption of the MUBEC (returns it back to non-statewide code – just a local code if you choose to enforce)

LD 328 – Radon bill – landlords are not required to test for radon, but if they know of a test result – it has to be disclosed to tenants and future tenants. 

DRAFT – SUBMISSION OF CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS – Mike Pullen & Russ Martin

**Draft document passed out to board members for review for the next board meeting. CEO’S can use this checklist to make sure the information is submitted at the time of a request for a permit. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Question asked about the rest of the Board reappointments? We have not heard anything else from the Governor’s office since four were done a few months ago.  
Per a request from HB Fleming – Paul Becker sent a request to the SEAM Board for clarification regarding an interpretation of IBC Special Inspection requirements pertaining to steel pile splices: is 100% ultrasonic testing of spliced steel piles required?  Paul received a response from Mike Giachetti at ICC, which he passed out to the Board and will email it as well to the Board. Once he gets the feedback – we can run it by the IBC TAG. 
NEW BUSINESS
**Table egress window discussion until next meeting. 
Board Training Committee – the standards have to be reviewed annually by the Committee consisting of Shiloh LaFreniere, Dick Tarr, Rick Karg, Jeff Ohler and Chair Dick Lambert. The Committee will meet with Brianne as well and submit it to the board. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
David Kalloch – CEO in Rockland addressed the board. 
Meeting ended at 2:45 pm - Next meeting date – Thursday, March 14th at 9:00 am
Respectfully submitted by Kathy Robitaille, secretary

