DRAFT - Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
7/11/13
Fallen Heroes Conference Room
Dept of Public Safety - Augusta

Meeting opened at 9:10 am – Introductions of Board members. 

Board members present: Roger Rossignol, Paul Becker, Dick Tarr, Mike Pullen, Dick Lambert, Barry Chase, Marc Veilleux, Stephen Wintle and Shiloh LaFreniere

Board members excused:  Russ Martin and Jeff Ohler

Staff present:  Chair, Rich McCarthy and Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille

REVIEW OF THE 5/9/2013 MINUTES

Motion: Barry Chase motioned to accept the minutes as presented
Seconded: Dick Lambert 
Unanimous vote with 2 abstentions

FINANCIAL UPDATE

As of this date, there is $269,311.00 in the building codes surcharge account. 

CHAIR REPORT – RICH MCCARTHY

MUBEC training – had approximately 80 students participate. The Exams were held Friday, July 12, 19 and 26th. About 30 have signed up so far to take these. CEO training coordinator position was restored, but no money with it, so only half the salary from us is available. DECD still controls the training. They started to process an agreement with Maine Municipal to take care of the recording of the credits for CEOs, but the ground swell to bring the position back had no money attached to it. The ultimate goal will be that DPS gets back the Building Code training. 

80K and Legal issues training was also held and well attended. Cost of training? DECD is talking with Conservation to get the money never received.  That would invigorate the funding. Originally that position of Training Coordinator was supposed to be a teaching position, but it never happened that way. The intent is to get that back to a teaching position. The ICC is willing to give us training modules, and would certify folks to teach ICC classes (train the trainer). 

Plumbing – requires municipalities to pay 25% of their plumbing permit costs, but they offer nothing in return: no books, no free training, stickers. 

LEGISLATIVE/RULEMAKING UPDATE - RICH

LD 977 – “An Act to Restore Uniformity to the MUBEC” – DEAD. Our rule-making has been on hold, waiting to see what the outcome of this would be. MUBEC was split apart in the last session, so it remains split. All six chapters have been changed including all amendments we have done so far and remains at the Governor’s office. 

LD 1420 – “An Act to Return to Building Code Requirements in Effect Prior to the Adoption of the MUBEC”  - Voted ONTP

LD 1328 – (contractor licensing bill) – Approved to be carried over to next session.
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LD 1565 – puts CEO training (all MUBEC training etc.) to DEP…..at the Bureau of Land Quality Control. We still would not have control of training. Dep. Commissioner Garland (DECD) will talk with the sponsors on this.  The preconception of sponsors is that all these monies are going into the fund, but they are not. This was approved to be carried over to the next session. 

LD 328 – “An Act Relating to Radon Testing and Disclosure to Tenants” – passed with Governor’s signature on 6/21/2013. Testing remains required by March 1, 2014 by landlords and every 10 years thereafter, but only upon request by a tenant and only if a mitigation system is not in place.


FOLLOW-UP ON STEEL PILE INSPECTIONS – Paul Becker

Paul Becker drafted a letter in response to Dave Gifford, of HB Fleming’s request for Interpretation:  Is 100% Ultrasonic Testing of steel pile splices required? 
“Based on the code interpretation of the IBC, continuous inspection is required and that inspection shall be visual inspection as a minimum.  An exception to this as stated earlier is found in Section 6.11.1 which states that CJP groove welds produced from one side without backing such as tubular connections, ”…the entire length of all completed tubular production welds shall be examined by either RT or UT.”  Another exception would be demand critical welds in the seismic force resisting system subject to net tensile forces.”

“Project requirements for additional more stringent testing shall be left to the discretion of the Structural Engineering design professional in responsible charge based on the demands of the structural system or component.  Keep in mind that a pile foundation system is non-redundant.  If three piles are required to carry the load and one of the piles has a flawed weld which reduces its capacity to near zero, the system capacity is reduced by 33%.”  

“We believe that a UT test program could be established that balances the needs of engineer and contractor.   We suggest initial production pile splices are continuously visually observed for procedure and then tested by NDT as a benchmark of quality.  Welding of test piles and all subsequent piles shall be completed by welders that worked on the test piles and are certified in that procedure.  All subsequent welding shall be continuously visually observed and then a random sample of welds (perhaps 10%) shall be tested by NDT.  This seems to strike a reasonable balance between production and QA and safety.”

Motion: Dick Lambert to accept the letter and to put this response into the May 2013 minutes 
Seconded: by Marc Veilleux
Unanimous vote with one abstention

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Rooming & Lodging Suggested Language (NFPA) – Rich McCarthy

The Board wanted 13-D Sprinklers to be included and stair enclosures in these locations. Within the IBC, a Boarding home falls under the IRC, not the IBC. Portland brought this up because they have some older Victorian homes that wanted to become a Bed and Breakfast, put in the 13-D, but then was told it should be a 13-R. The IEBC, when a location changes to a new occupancy, throws it to the IBC. 

Motion: by Marc Veilleux to allow the 13-D sprinkler system in Rooming and Lodging locations
Seconded: by Roger Rossignol
Unanimous vote 
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NEW BUSINESS

Egress Windows – Rich

[bookmark: _GoBack]NFPA A.24.2.2.3.3 for existing residential homes prior to 1976, requires the minimum window size be upgraded from 20” x 24” to 5x7 sq ft. In the future, 2012 code says pre 1976 must be 20” x 24” inside, and 5x7 for the outside. The FMO is looking to adopt new policy to reflect this change in code. Discussion amongst board members and Marc Veilleux will take this issue to the Fire Chiefs meeting next week. If the residence is sprinklered, they don’t have to change the windows. 
Anderson windows has single windows that look like double hung to preserve the look of older homes. Prior to 1976, windows were made of wood or vinyl. **Rich will send out copies of the language/code to the board members. 

Fire related poly used in hospitals is used on the underside of floor joists for fire barriers. ½” is being used in lieu of sheetrock. This should not be allowed. Dick Tarr advised that Boise proposed pre-applying sheetrock to web instead of the flak jacket. 

The Code Enforcement Officers received a letter from the Governor’s Energy Report about the ARRA (stimulus) money received and tying compliance with occupancy. The first request was for residential compliance, but now includes commercial compliance reporting. Rich was asked to certify that 80% of homes being built are being built to the Energy Code. There is no way however to certify that. 49 states took ARRA money to adopt the code, 35 have some code, others do not.
If a building permit is issued and the occupancy permit is issued – are they code compliant? 
Occupancy permit is still required if a homeowner is using a TPI.  **Rich will put out a package to the Board members on this, to share with their respective groups and discuss at the next meeting. The discussion point is do we take the # of building permits and compare to the # of occupancy permits that would give the % of compliance? 


PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

Next meeting date:  9/12/13 at 9:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Robitaille
