FAQ ABOUT THE MAINE UNIFORM BUILDING AND 

ENERGY CODE ADOPTION

When does the code take effect?
The Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code is effective June 1st, 2010.
· Towns with a population of 2,000 that had a building code on 8/1/2008 will be required to begin enforcing the code December 1st, 2010.

· Towns with a population of 2,000 that did not have a building code on 8/1/2008 will be required to begin enforcing the code December 1st, 2012.

· Towns with a population under 2,000 are not required to enforce the code.

Does the code cover the entire state?
Yes

Will the code adopted include all State buildings?
Yes

What codes will be included in the State Building and Energy Code?
1. International Building Code, 2009 edition

2. International Existing Building Code, 2009 edition

3. International Residential Code, 2009 edition

4. International Energy Conservation Code, 2009 edition

5. ASTM E 1465 06 Standard Practice for Radon Control Options for the Design and Construction of New Low-Rise Residential Buildings, published by the ASTM International
6. ASHRAE Standard 62.1 – 2007 Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality, published by the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-conditioning Engineers, Inc. 
7. ASHRAE Standard 62.2 – 2007 Ventilation and Acceptable Indoor Air Quality in Low-Rise Residential Buildings, published by the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-conditioning Engineers, Inc. 
8. ASHRAE Standard 90.1 – 2007 Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings, published by the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-conditioning Engineers, Inc,
What about local modifications to the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code?
The Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code replaces all local municipal building codes. Cities and towns may not amend any MUBEC provisions.
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Are there other statewide requirements?

Electrical Code


NFPA 70


Fire Code



NFPA   1


Fuel Gas Code



NFPA 30


Oil Burner Code


NFPA 31


Plumbing Code


Maine State Plumbing Code


Floodplain Regulations

Local Municipal Regulation


Shoreland Zoning Regulations

Sprinkler Codes


NFPA 13, 13D & 13R

Are there amendments to the MUBEC?

Yes
What about accessibility and the ADA?

The State Fire Marshals Office provides review and approval of ADA in Maine.
If there is a conflict between the State Building Code and the State Fire Code, which one prevails?
The Building Codes and Standards Board have the responsibility of resolving conflicts between the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code and the State Fire Codes.

Can a town or city adopt building code requirements in addition to the State Building Code?

No
To whom do you appeal for relief of a section of the Building Code?
Administration of the provisions of the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code are given to the individual cities and towns. Non-binding interpretations are available to the municipalities upon request, but their CEO is the Authority Having Jurisdiction. Appeals are made to the municipal Board of Appeals or Superior Court.
If a municipality doesn’t have a CEO, who does the inspections and issues the certificate of occupancy?
Municipalities without a CEO certified by the State Planning Office may authorize a Third-party Inspector to conduct compliance inspections and prepare a report to be given to the municipal CEO as an application for the Certificate of Occupancy.
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Does the State Building Code apply to 1 & 2 family dwellings?
The Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code applies to all buildings and structures. 
Each of the following documents contains information that the designer of a 1 & 2 family dwelling should be aware of, in preparing construction plans.
· The International Residential Code, 2009 edition
· The International Energy Conservation Code, 2009 edition
· ASTM E 1465 06 Standard Practice for Radon Control Options for the Design and Construction of New Low-Rise Residential Buildings
· ASHRAE Standard 62.2-2007 Ventilation and Acceptable Indoor Air Quality in Low-Rise Residential Buildings
What other codes apply to 1 & 2 family dwellings?

Electrical Code


NFPA 70


Fire Code



NFPA   1


Fuel Gas Code



NFPA 30


Oil Burner Code


NFPA 31 

Chimneys/Vents


NFPA 211

Plumbing Code


Maine State Plumbing Code


Floodplain Regulations

Local Municipal Regulation


Shoreland Zoning Regulations
Who enforces the State Building Code?
The CEO enforces the code in towns with populations of more than 2,000 persons. Inspections by the CEO are required to obtain a Certificate of Occupancy.

Who enforces the State Building Code if there is no local CEO?
Not all municipalities are required to enforce the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code. It is the responsibility of the Property Owner and Builder to construct projects in compliance with the code.
If the CEOs miss a code violation, can I sue the town?
It is the responsibility of the owner and builder to design and construct the project in compliance with the code.
What are the functions of the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board?

To adopt regulations regarding adoption of the Building and Energy Code,


To adopt regulations for the maintenance of the Building and Energy Code,


To adopt regulations for the amendment of the Building and Energy Code.

To adopt regulations for the resolution of conflicts between the Building and Energy Code and the State Fire Code.
