evidence submittal policy

In order to maintain ASCLD/LAB accreditation standards specific actions are required of all law enforcement agencies pertaining to the submittal of evidence to the HETL.

In summary, ASCLD/LAB requires all openings be sealed with evidence tape  and the tape initialed by the person sealing the evidence prior to submission to the lab.  This includes the corners of envelopes and openings in boxes.  As a guideline, any opening in a container large enough to allow insertion of a pin is not acceptable.  Officer’s seizing drug evidence shall ensure that they seal such evidence in accordance with the aforementioned ASCLD/LAB criteria.  
Submission of multiple exhibits

All like evidence (i.e.; multiple heroin packets) can be packaged together in one evidence container.

Multiple dissimilar items (i.e. – heroin packets, tablets, plant material) must be packaged separately prior to submission to the laboratory.

Submission of blood and urine samples

Likewise, all blood alcohol and urine collection boxes must be sealed with evidence tape and the tape initialed by the person sealing the kit.
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It is the responsibility of the submitting officer to ensure all evidence is presented to the lab in the prescribed condition.  Any evidence not packaged accordingly will not be received into evidence until it has been properly packaged by the submitter.
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