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Parent-Teen Driving Challenge 
 

Maine Bureau of Highway 
Safety, WCSH 6, AAA, and 
Me. Dept. of Transportation 
sponsored an education and 
awareness program for teens 

and parents designed to help reduce the crash and 
fatality rate for 
young drivers 
in our state.   

Below, Vince 
and Larry at 
the Central 

Maine 
Commerce 

Center on May 
17th. 

 

Studies show 
that the easiest 
way to survive 
a car crash is 

by not 
crashing. 

Prevention is the key. 

In 2006, Maine had 188 motor vehicle fatalities. For 
16-19 year old drivers this translated to: 26 

involved in fatal crashes resulting in 17 driver 
deaths, these 

26 drivers caused 30 deaths 

5 of the 26 had a positive Blood Alcohol 
Concentration (BAC) and only 

8 of the 30 deaths were wearing a seat belt. 

Fortunately, these statistics can be reversed by 
parental involvement, driving practice and 
education.  New drivers need additional experience 
and knowledge to become safe drivers.   For more 
info on how parents can make a difference, see any 
of our websites:  

 
or call 207-780-6988     

  * 

 

Message from the Director 

We can be thankful the latest 2006 crash data 
shows a reduction in fatal crashes and injuries at 
the national level.  Fatal crashes decreased by 1.7 
percent from 2005 to 2006, and the fatality rate 
dropped to 1.41 fatalities per 100 million vehicle 
miles of travel in 2006.  The injury rate per 100 
million vehicle miles of travel decreased by 5.6 
percent from 2005 to 2006. We can be hopeful 
these numbers will continue.   We can also be 
thankful that 2007 was the year Maine passed a 
primary safety belt law.  The research shows that a 
primary safety belt law saves lives. 

In spite of the positive news, the number of people 
killed or injured on Maine roads is simply not 
acceptable.  It is by any definition a major public 
health issue that needs constant, concerted and 
renewed attention from all organizations involved in 
highway safety. 

This year the bureau has three traffic enforcement 
grants available: OUI Enforcement, Speed 
Enforcement and the “Buckle Up. No Excuses!” 
Seatbelt Enforcement programs.  I assure you the 
MEBHS will continue its efforts to partner with 

organizations to explore 
the best methods to reduce 
the number of crashes.     

Please share the 
Partnership Newsletter with 

others and let us know if you have any suggestions 
for improving its content and format.  If you want to 
know more about us, our 2007 Annual Report is 
available on line. Also look for our new and 
improved web site. And, if you have any ideas 
about actions the Highway Safety office can take to 
support your efforts to improve highway safety, 
please share those with us. 

Lauren V. Stewart, Director BHS  

* 
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Research shows motorists erroneously believe that 
speeding is not a great risk to safety or as serious 
as other traffic violations.  On the contrary, the 
consequences of excessive speed include: 
 

Greater potential for loss of vehicle 
control; 
 

Reduced effectiveness of occupant 
protection equipment; 
 

Increased stopping distance after the 
driver perceives a danger; 
 

Increased degree of crash severity 
leading to more disabling injuries; 
 

Increased fuel consumption/cost. 
 

 
 

In 2006, speed accounted for 38% of all motor 
vehicle fatalities.  In 2007 BHS offered grants to 
law enforcement agencies who demonstrated a 
community speed problem.  56 agencies across 
the state, including the Maine State Police, 
participated.  As a result of combined law 
enforcement efforts, 17,774 traffic stops were 
conducted and 9,572 speed summons were 
issued.  Many departments reported that the 
public was very positive regarding the increased 
enforcement efforts.     * 
 

 

2008 Highway Safety Grants for 
Law Enforcement 

 

 
 

 
 

On January 31, 2008 and February 21, 2008 many 
members of Maine’s law enforcement community 
came to 45 Commerce Center to hear Ted Minall, 
Law Enforcement Liaison from the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration present a 
class on  2008 Grants Management for Law 
Enforcement.  Assisting Ted was Lauren Stewart 
and Carl Hallman from Maine BHS.  This course 
taught grantees how to write, keep records and get 
paid for a highway safety grant.  All agreed the 
class was informative and full of helpful hints for 
working with the grant process.  
                              * 
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Child Passenger Safety Training 
 

Marilyn J. Bull, M.D, Immediate Past Director of 
Developmental Pediatrics at Riley Hospital for Children 
and creator of the Safe Travel for All Children: 
Transporting Children with Special Health Needs 
curriculum presented the course at Central Maine 
Commerce Center in August 2007.   
 
In the spring of 2007, BHS contracted with the University of 
Maine Muskie Research Center and Safe Kids of Maine to 
conduct an observational survey of child passengers.  The 
survey was conducted from March through May in all of 
Maine’s 16 counties.  Using a probability-based sampling 
method, 86 intersections were selected for observation.  
Restraint use was observed and recorded for all drivers 
and for all children age 11 or younger.  Restraint misuse 
was not recorded in this survey. The overall child restraint 
use rate showed that 89.7% of all children under the age of 

12 were in some type of restraint.  Future surveys could be more specific to age and type of restraint use and 
misuse. 
 

 
Participants and instructors pause for a photo. 



Partnership                          
                                                    A Newsletter of the Maine Bureau of Highway Safety                   

Committed to saving lives and preventing injuries o n Maine highways. 
 

www.maine.gov/dps/bhs                                               207-626-3840                                    June 200 8   
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                        

- 4 - 

 
 

 
 

The Brain Injury Association of Maine has 
partnered with the Bureau of Highway Safety to 
provide a ‘Save a Brain- Wear a Helmet’ 
Campaign. This campaign will provide 5,000 
children in the State of Maine with a new, fitted 
bicycle helmet as well as school based prevention 
workshops.  
 

Free, properly fit bicycle helmets will also be 
offered at numerous safety events this year. 

 
 
The Brain Injury Association of Maine presented at 
the National Association of State Head Injury 
Administrators (NASHIA) Conference on Friday, 
April 4, 2008 in Washington, DC on best practices 
of providing brain injury education/prevention 
programs to youth. 
 
For more information please contact Kristie 
LeBlanc at kleblanc@biame.org or call BIAME at 
(207) 861-9900. 

* 
 

Math and Science Classes   
 
Chief Bruce Boucher reports in May of 2007 
The Bureau of Highway Safety awarded the 
Rockland Police Department and the District High 

School a grant project aimed at improving teen 
driving safety. This partnership was initiated in an 
effort to reduce the 
number of youth 
involved in 
crashes. On 
May 11, 
2007 
Rockland 
District High School 
presented a safety day in which students viewed a 
file on safe motor vehicle operation, participated in 
“fatal vision” exercises to simulate an intoxicated 
driver’s vision and learned about the effects of a car 
crash with a low speed crash simulator. 

 
Part of this grant funding was used to purchase a 
program called CRASH, the science of collisions.  
 
This program teaches math, physics and chemistry 
to students by reconstructing motor vehicle 
accidents. The program was offered in the fall of 
2007 as an extracurricular activity. A portion of the 
grant funding was used to fund additional patrols by 
the Rockland Police Department that focused 
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exclusively on unsafe driving practices by teen 
drivers. 
Woody Moore of the Rockland District High School 
said,” This grant project was very well received by 
both the students and the instructors. The grant 
enabled students to make the connection between 
safe driving, the effects of alcohol on reaction time  
and other impairments as well as key concepts in 
physics, mathematics and science.  I think the most 
important influence was how the grant and the 
program engaged students and staff and motivated 
them to learn concepts using real life applications.” 
 
The CRASH program has been incorporated into 
lesson plans by both the science and math 
departments. 
                                       * 

  
 
 
 

 
Over the Limit. Under Arrest. This Fourth of 
July,   

 
·  This summer, don’t let your Fourth of July 

end in an arrest—or even worse, death. 
Make smart decisions. Plan ahead, so you 
can assure a safe way home. Whether 

you’ve had way too many or just one too 
many, it’s not worth the risk. 

 
·  Remember, Buzzed Driving is Drunk 

Driving. Don’t ever get behind a wheel of a 
vehicle when you are impaired.  

 
·  For more information, visit 

www.StopImpairedDriving.org. * 
 

  
“Share the Road” Secretary of State 
Matthew Dunlap says the Bureau of Motor 
Vehicles’ Driver/Rider Education program now has 
available a series of educational programs 
designed specifically for motorcyclists, regardless 
of their level of experience behind the handlebars. 
“Having ridden a motorcycle for several years 
myself, I am keenly aware of the dangers that 
motorcyclists face every time they ride. We’re 
excited about making three great nationally 
recognized programs available to motorcycle clubs 
and groups statewide. They are a tremendously 
effective way to reinforce key aspects of safe 
motorcycle operation for riders of all experience 
levels.”  
Anyone interested in borrowing the programs or in 
any motorcycle rider education course may contact 
the Bureau of Motor Vehicles Driver/Rider 
Education program at 624-9156 or email  
Driver.Education@Maine.gov 
                                     
                                       * 
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Brandon Silveria 
 

 On May 
6th 2008 
at 
Lewiston 
High 
School, 
there 
weren't 
many 
dry eyes 

in the gym when the Lewiston Youth Advisory 
Council hosted national speaker Brandon Silveria 
and his Dad, Tony.  During the event, Silveria 
shared his story of having everything a teen could 
want--a job, a girlfriend, and a forthcoming full 
college scholarship--until he had a few drinks at a 
party and chose to drive.  
  
Brandon Silveria's speech and physical 
capabilities were visibly impacted by the accident, 
and he urged students to remember not only what 
he said but what they saw at the assembly, adding 
that his condition is due to "one stupid mistake to 
drink a couple of beers and then drive."   He 
stressed the importance of making choices, noting 
that one wrong choice can change everything.  
Tony Silveria wrapped up the event from a father's 
perspective followed by another standing ovation. 
  
Maine's Director of Highway Safety, Lauren V. 
Stewart, also spoke to the students at the start of 
the assembly.  Suzanne Morrell of The Century 
Council was also in attendance, along with 
representatives from the Maine Department of 
Transportation, Lewiston Police Department, LHS 
teachers/administration, and a variety of local 
media. 
 

* 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Safety & Health Council of 
Northern New England 

 
Al!ve at 25 Parent Program 

 
The Safety & Health Council of Northern New 
England recently presented “How to Establish and 
Grow Alive @ 25 in Your Community” A 
presentation by Donald Moseman that talked about 
a new innovative program that gets parents 
involved in training their teens to drive safely and 
responsibly.  It encourages parent/teen partnership 
throughout the entire process from learning to drive 
through independent driving.  It outlines the risks 
young drivers face and helps parents take 
responsibility for reducing those risks. 
 
For more info call Terry Booth @ 800-369-0040 
 

 
 
* 

New BHS Website!  
 

We are excited to be launching our newly 
redesigned website! Check out the new site layout 
as many things have changed from our old website. 
One of the most beneficial new features of this 
website is the "Available Grants" section under 
"Highway Safety Grants". Check back often for 
news updates and site features!  The site is still 
under construction and much updating of 
information still needs to be completed.           

                                      * 

Partnership Newsletter is published by the   
Maine Bureau of Highway Safety 

164 State House Station  
Augusta Maine 04333         

To submit articles for publication contact the Bureau of 
Highway Safety’s office at 207-626-3840 or email 

johnny.male@maine.gov 


