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MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, June 1, 2015
(Unanimously Approved as Amended on August 3, 2015)


Chair Kevin Guimond called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:10am in Room 438, State House.  Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Jay Bradshaw, Chief Daniel Brooks, Stephan Bunker, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, Jim Graves (for William Guindon), Alan Hammond,  Alex McPhedran, Harty Norris, Charles Soltan, Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow  and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused include Senator Scott Cyrway, Senator David Dutremble, Bruce Fitzgerald, Representative Lori Fowle, Gerry Gay, Representative Michel Lajoie, Geoffrey Maker, Vicki Schmidt and Representative Timothy Theriault. Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were Peter Rines from the Maine Fire Service Institute and Matt Gomes from the Maine Forest Service.


A motion by Ron Green, seconded by Alex McPhedran, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accept the March 2, 2015 meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.



Committee Reports
 
	The 2015/2016 Joint Spring Conference Committee reported that this year’s joint conference held on March 25-27 at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Newry was very successful. Attendees were complimentary about the conference speakers and vendor participation was increased from 2014. The 2015/2016 Committee announced that there is one more year on the contract with the Grand Summit Resort.

	The Best Practices Committee reported no new nominations for the Fire Commission’s Best Practice Award have been submitted, but continues to encourage members to seek and nominate worthy candidates.

	At the March meeting, the Elections Committee was tasked with finding candidates for Fire Commission officers and submitted the following slate of names to members at today’s meeting.

Chair- Chief Kevin Guimond
First Vice Chair- Gerry Gay
Second Vice Chair- John Arsenault
Secretary- Ron Green
Treasurer- Chief Dan Brooks


A motion by Ron Green, seconded by Joe Thomas, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission vote to accept the Elections Committee’s slate of officer candidates and elect the following officers for a one-year term: Chief Kevin Guimond, Chair; Gerry Gay, First Vice Chair; John Arsenault, Second Vice Chair; Ron Green, Secretary; and Chief Dan Brooks, Treasurer. The motion passed unanimously.



Old Business

	Fire Commission members received and reviewed a two page list of bills from the 127th Maine Legislature and their current status. In addition to the written list, members discussed several other bills that were of interest to Maine’s Fire Service. Those bills included:
 
LD 39 Resolve, To Require a Review of the Merger That Resulted in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
LD 97 Resolve, Directing the Department of Education To Amend the School Emergency Drill Rules
LD 112 An Act To Eliminate the Requirement That Adults Wear Seat Belts
LD 342 An Act To Reduce the E-9-1-1 Surcharge
LD 460 An Act To Restore Liability Insurance Requirements for Amusement Rides and Other Public Exhibitions
LD 556 An Act To Require Public Schools To Offer Instruction Related to Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation and the Use of an Automated External Defibrillator
LD 745 An Act To Improve Forest Ranger Safety
LD 1182 An Act To Exempt Certain Agricultural Buildings from the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code
LD 1191 An Act To Remove the Municipal Mandate To Enforce the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code

The Sprinkler Initiative Coalition informed Fire Commission members that they had received a $10,000 grant from the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). The Coalition is working on community risk reduction with a goal to improve reporting, and reminds members that fire prevention is as important as fire suppression. 


New Business and News From Members

	The Fire Commission noted several upcoming changes to their membership effective this summer. Jay Bradshaw (Maine Emergency Medical Services) and Alan Hammond (Maine Forest Service) announced their retirements from state service and Bill Guindon is on personal leave of absence from his position at the Maine Fire Service Institute. 

	Fire Commission members agreed to cancel the July monthly meeting.


	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire {Protection Services Commission, Chair Guimond adjourned the meeting at 10:05am.



	Respectfully submitted, 



	Susan M. Pinette
	Staff














MEETING SCHEDULE
	

Monday, July 6th		MEETING			Public Safety		CANCELLED

Monday, August 3rd		MEETING			Public Safety		9:00am

Monday, September 14th	MEETING **			Public Safety		9:00am

Thursday, September 17th	MEETING ++			MFSI			9am-noon

Monday, October 5th		MEETING			Public Safety		9:00am

Monday, November 2nd	MEETING			Public Safety		9:00am

Monday, December 7th	MEETING			Public Safety		9:00am




** TBD at the August Meeting
++ Joint Meeting on Training Needs at the MFSI Campus, Brunswick Landing (former BNAS)
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