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January 6, 2009

Contact:
USFA Press Office: 301-447-1853
Washington DC Fire Press Office: 202-345-6371
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FIRE SERVICE LEADERSHIP TO ISSUE A NATIONAL CALL FOR WORKING SMOKE
ALARMSTO PROTECT ALL RESIDENTS

Washington, D.C.- Philadelphia Fire Commissionielytd Ayers, Baltimore Fire Chief James Clack and
Washington, D.C. Fire Chief Dennis Rubin will jdimited States Fire Administrator (USFA) Greg Canlagk
all residents of this nation to install, maintairddest their smoke alarms today. This natiorfakeis a result of
one of the deadliest holiday seasons in recent mearal several significant fires in the first day<2009.
Since Thanksgiving 2008, there have been morelB&ratal fires in the United States resulting wer0200 fire
fatalities. You are invited to join USFA Adminiator Cade and these metropolitan fire chiefs.

NEWS CONFERENCE AND MEDIA AVAILABILITY:

When: Wednesday, January 7, 2009 at 4pm.

Where Washington D.C. Fire Station #3
439 New Jersey Ave., NW
Washington, D.C.

“The 2008 holiday season and the start of 2009 Imearecorded as one of the deadliest for residefiréal in
recent memory of the fire service,” said Cade. “bioty has there been a significant number of prialse fires,
but the occurrences of multiple fatalities resgtirom these fires are simply unacceptable withinration.
There should be a smoke alarm protecting everyopérsthis nation today, particularly as we sleep.”

0 On Christmas Eve, four died in a house fire in Mdbierling, Kentucky. All of the victims were ctiiten
and officials cannot be certain whether smoke aanorked.

0 Four adults and three children died in a southwedadelphia home the day after Christmas whenlggso
was used to fuel a kerosene heater. There wereoridng smoke alarms in the home.

o In Baltimore, two people died in a fire above aggmy store. A young couple died in the blaze and

investigators found no working smoke alarms inldhiding.
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o0 In Washington, D.C. on New Year's Day, six indivatBidied in a house fire on Jackson Street, Nosthea
While the cause was listed as accidental/electragtials are not sure smoke alarms worked prigper

0 Yesterday, eight people died in a residentialifir®swego County, New York. The cause is stillemd
investigation.

0 Yesterday, three people, including two teenage gilied after an early morning house fire in Rimgyi
Oklahoma. Officials say the fire started early May morning while at least two of the victims wetid in
bed. For the two teenage girls who lived insideltbese, this was supposed to be their first dai tiac
school after winter break. Officials say once flarbeoke out at 4 a.m., the girls, along with anotktative,
never made it out of the home.

In the event of a fire, a properly installed andntained smoke alarm can save your life and thégeur loved
ones. Smoke alarms are a very important meansgépting home fire fatalities by providing an eakigrning
signal so you and your family can escape. Theyaecof the best safety devices you can buy andlinet
protect yourself, your family, and your home. Yangrevent tragedies simply by testing and maiimgigour
smoke alarms and practicing a fire escape plarsrAtike alarms in your house should be tested onuenéh
and their batteries replaced annually or as inditaly the manufacturer’s instructions.

For additional information regarding smoke alarasit http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus/

For additional information regarding the Unitedt8saFire Administration, vistttp://www.usfa.dhs.gov/nfa

The USFA reminds everyone to have a comprehensive fire protection plan that includes smoke alarms,
residential sprinklersand practicing a home fire escape plan
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