Minutes of the meeting of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees held at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board Room on March 4, 2011.

Board Members Attending:



Board Members Excused:

Mr. Sean Bailey





Mr. Richard Davis

Deputy Chief Amy Berry – Vice Chair



Mr. Linwood Carman, Jr.

Mr. James Ferland

Col. Patrick Fleming

Sheriff James Madore

Commissioner John E. Morris

Chief Bradley Paul

Mr. Thomas Peters

Commissioner Joseph Ponte

Sgt. Travis Roy

Ms. Elizabeth Ward Saxl

Ms. Linda Smithers

Ms. Roberta Tibbetts

Capt. Dan Scott, Maine Warden Service for Col. Joel Wilkinson

Chairman Brian MacMaster 

Participants:

Mr. John Rogers, Director

Mr. Eric Parker, Asst. Director

Ms. Debra Annese

Mr. James Birt

Mr. James Lyman

Mr. Jack Murphy

Mr. David Tyrol

Assoc. Comm. Harold Doughty
Guests:

Jail Administrator Carl Dannenberg, Hancock County Jail

Officer Jonathan Merchant, Hancock County Jail

Deputy Chief Craig Sanford, Sanford Police Department

Chief Edward Googins, South Portland Police Department

Officer Kevin Theriault, South Portland Police Department

Chief Jeffrey Trafton, Belfast Police Department

Officer Daniel T. Stanicki, Belfast Police Department

Robert C. Gross, Washington County Jail

Officer John Lingley, Washington County Jail

Chief Scott Nichols, Carrabassett Valley Police Department

Officer Chris Rhinhart, Carrabassett Valley Police Department

Item One on the Agenda:  Call to Order

Chairman MacMaster called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

Chairman MacMaster expressed his pleasure to introduce three new Board members.  He introduced Commissioner John E. Morris, newly appointed Commissioner for the Department of Public Safety, Mr. Thomas

Peters (citizen member), attorney from Lewiston and replacing Lois Reckitt, and Commissioner Joseph Ponte, newly appointed Commissioner for the Department of Corrections.

Chairman MacMaster asked for roll call to be taken.

Chairman MacMaster stated there was a quorum.

Chairman MacMaster asked all Board members and MCJA staff to introduce themselves for guests attending the meeting.

Item Two on the Agenda:  Minutes of the Previous Meeting

MOTION:
To accept the minutes of the January 2011 Board of Trustees meeting as presented and to be placed on file with the secretary. 

Sheriff Jim Madore moved, and Ms. Roberta Tibbetts seconded.

Motion carried.

Item Three on the Agenda:  

A. Basic Law Enforcement Training Program Waiver Requests:

Mr. Jack Murphy presented a request for the following individuals to receive a BLETP waiver.

1. Officer Christopher Rhinhart – Carrabassett Valley Police Department

MOTION:
       
To approve the above-listed officer for BLETP waiver.

Moved by Mr. James Ferland and seconded by Chief Bradley Paul.

Motion carried.

2. Officer Daniel Stanicki – Belfast Police Department

MOTION:
         
To approve the above-listed officer for BLETP waiver.

Moved by Chief Bradley Paul and seconded by Ms. Roberta Tibbetts.

Motion carried.

3. Officer Kevin Theriault – South Portland Police Department

MOTION:                
To approve the above-listed officer for BLETP waiver.

Moved by Sheriff James Madore and seconded by Mr. James Ferland

Motion carried.

B. Basic Law Enforcement Training Program Extension Requests:

1. None at this time.

C. Basic Corrections Training Program Waiver Requests:

Mr. David Tyrol presented a request for the following officer to receive a waiver of the Basic Corrections Training Program.

1. Officer John Lingley – Washington County Sheriffs Office

MOTION:

To approve the above-listed officer for BCOR waiver.

Moved by Mr. James Ferland and seconded by Deputy Chief Amy Berry.


Motion carried.

D. Basic Corrections Training Program Extension Requests.

       1.  None at this time.

E. Instructor Certification Requests:


Ms. Annese presented a request for the following officers to receive Instructor Certification:

1. James T. Avery – Mechanic Falls Police Department

2. Dwight G. Burtis – Knox County Sheriffs Office

3. Corey E. Day – Maine Department of Corrections

4. Justin Dolci – Brunswick Police Department

5. Travys M. Fecteau – Androscoggin County Jail

6. Michael R. Gilbert – Judicial Marshal Service

7. William W. Grover Jr. – Oxford County Jail

8. Nikolas I. Hample  – Augusta Police Department

9. James C. Hassard – Bangor Police Department

10. Michael Lyon – Maine Department of Corrections

11. Daniel B. Merrill – Orono Police Department

12. Tyler R. Michaud – Lewiston Police Department

13. Joseph D. Parker – Maine State Police

14. Michael C. Perry – York County Jail

15. Levon M. Travis – Two Bridges Regional Jail Facility

16. Matthew A. Wilcox –  Fairfield Police Department

17. Allen E. Wilson – Wells Police Department

18. James H. Savage, Jr – Kennebec County Jail

19. John E. Gill, Jr – Scarborough Police Department

20. Anthony C. Hovey – Cumberland County Sheriffs Office

21. Ryan W. Sherman – Two Bridges Regional Jail Facility

22. Mark G. Vaughan – Kennebunkport Police Department

23. Steven M. Thibodeau – Scarborough Police Department

MOTION:

To approve the above-listed officers for Instructor Certification.

Moved by Chief Bradley Paul and seconded by Ms. Roberta Tibbetts.

Motion carried

F. K-9 Patrol Team Certification Requests:

1. None at this time.

G. Municipal Ordinance Prosecutor Certification Requests:

Mr. Jim Birt presented a request for the following officers to receive Municipal Ordinance Prosecutor
Certification.

1. Michael Adcock – Farmington Police Department

2. Aaron Arsenault – Southwest Harbor Police Department

3. Eric Audette – Auburn Police Department

4. Christian Behr – Augusta Police Department

5. Eric Bonney – Searsport Police Department

6. Christopher Burbank – South Berwick Police Department

7. Matthew Buttrick – Ogunquit Police Department

8. Jason Cote – Augusta Police Department

9. Ruth Farnsworth – Wells Police Department

10. Shaun Farrar – Bar Harbor Police Department

11. Todd Gagnon – Gorham Police Department

12. Nathan Jones – Kennebunkport Police Department

13. David Kerns, Jr. – Bar Harbor Police Department

14. Mark Lafountain – Topsham Police Department

15. Richard LaHaye – Searsport Police Department

16. Scott MacMaster – Richmond Police Department

17. Trish McAllister – Portland Police Department

18. Marshall McCamish – Auburn Police Department

19. Michael Miller – Southwest Harbor Police Department

20. Jared Mills – Augusta Police Department

21. Vicente Morris – Augusta Police Department

22. Kevin Mulherin – Auburn Police Department

23. Richard Phippen – Town of Vassalboro Police Department

24. Corey Saucier – Caribou Police Department

25. George Savidge – Falmouth Police Department

26. Steven Shisler – Kennebunkport Police Department

27. Kevin St. Peter – Caribou Police Department

MOTION:

To approve the above-listed officers for Municipal Ordinance Prosecutor 




Certification.

Moved by Chief Bradley Paul and seconded by Ms. Roberta Tibbetts.

Motion carried

H. Executive  Certification Requests:

1. None at this time. 

I. Course Certification Requests: 

1. None at this time.

J. Intermediate Certification Requests:

Mr. Jim Birt presented a request from Officer Jason T. Burke for intermediate officer certification.

MOTION:

To approve Intermediate Certification for Officer Jason T. Burke.

Sheriff James Madore moved and Mr. James Ferland seconded.

Motion carried

K. Advanced Law Enforcement Officer Certification Requests:

1.  None at this time.

L. Crash Reconstruction Specialist Certification Requests:


Mr. James Lyman presented a request from Deputy Kenneth Charles of the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office
for Crash Reconstruction Specialist Certification.

MOTION:  
To approve Crash Reconstruction Specialist Certification for Deputy Kenneth 

Charles.

Chief Bradley Paul moved and Mr. James Ferland seconded.

Motion carried


Mr. James Lyman presented a request from Deputy John Cross of the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office
for Crash Reconstruction Specialist Certification.

MOTION:  
To approve Crash Reconstruction Specialist Certification for Deputy John Cross.
Chief Bradley Paul moved and Mr. James Ferland seconded.

Motion carried


Mr. James Lyman presented a request from Trooper Kristopher Kennedy of the Maine State Police for Crash
Reconstruction Specialist Certification.

MOTION:  
To approve Crash Reconstruction Specialist Certification for Trooper Kristopher

Kennedy.

Chief Bradley Paul moved and Mr. James Ferland seconded.

Motion carried


M. Tactical Team Certification Requests:

Director John Rogers presented a request from Deputy Chief Craig Sanford of the Sanford Police Department
for Tactical Team Certification for the Southern Maine Special Response Team.

MOTION:
To approve Tactical Team Certification for the Southern Maine Special Response

Team.

Ms. Linda Smithers moved and Mr. James Ferland seconded.

Motion carried.

Item Four on the Agenda:  Criminal Convictions/Conduct Waiver Requests

In the matter of Jeffrey A. Whittaker:

MOTION:     
To revoke the corrections certification of Jeffrey A. Whittaker.       


Mr. James Ferland moved and Mr. Linwood Carman seconded.

Motion carried.

In the matter of Jonathan A. Merchant:

MOTION:
To grant a waiver of a criminal conviction to Jonathan A. Merchant.

Mr. James Ferland moved and Chief Bradley Paul seconded.

Motion carried.

Item Five on the Agenda:  Committee Reports

A. Complaint Committee:  Ms. Linda Smithers

Ms. Smithers stated that the committee has met twice since the last Board meeting and will give a report in
executive session. 

B. Administrative Rules Committee:  Deputy Chief Amy Berry

Deputy Chief Berry reported the committee met this morning and discussed three different changes to 
Specifications.  The first is the federal officers’ limited authority to enforce Maine Law, the second regards
separated officers’ authority to carry firearms, and the third topic of discussion required no action at this time. 
C. Law Enforcement Training Committee:  Ms. Linda Smithers

Ms. Linda Smithers stated the committee met after the last Board meeting and is currently reviewing the 
Basic Law Enforcement Training Program certification exam, which has not been reviewed in many years.
In working with Mr. Jack Murphy, each class will be given as a pre-test in the beginning of the BLETP and 
a post-test at the end of the 18 weeks.  Analyses of these results will be reviewed.  This will be an ongoing
process for future classes.

D. Corrections Training committee:  Assoc. Commissioner Harold Doughty

Associate Commissioner Harold Doughty reported the last two meetings scheduled for this committee were
cancelled due to snowstorms.  The committee is still working on lesson plans.  There are three more meetings 

scheduled at this time and Assoc. Comm. Doughty stated that progress is being made.
E. Policy Standards Committee:  Mr. James Ferland

Mr. Ferland explained to the new Board members that it is the Policy Standards Committee’s responsibility
to review minimum standards as required by the Board.  He stated that the Board decided last year to move 

                          in a new direction and expand “minimum” standards, as they were too vague.  A Domestic Violence Policy 
                          Standard handout was circulated and Mr. Ferland proposed that each of the twelve mandatory policies
contain the same final standard as in the Domestic Violence Policy Standard. 

 He He 

MOTION:
To approve the revised standards of the Domestic Violence Policy effective, 6/30/2011 and all other mandatory policy standards with the same new final standard effective, 12/31/2011.

Moved by Mr. James Ferland and seconded by Sheriff James Madore.

Motion carried.

Item Eight on the Agenda:  Report from Board Chairman

                           Mr. MacMaster reported that he is working with the Complaint Committee and the other standing committees on several projects.
Item Nine on the Agenda:  Report from the Director
1. General Items: 

· At the February Maine Chiefs meeting, as Chairman of the Policy Committee, I presented 3 model policies to the Maine Chiefs Board.  The “K-9 Usage” model policy mirrored the Board requirements in Specification S-23 and S-23A.  The “Crash Investigation” model policy mirrored the new Maine Crash Reporting System that we have been teaching in the BLETP and a “Pharmacy Crimes” model policy addresses a growing problem.  All were adopted presented to the full membership
· Eric Parker has completed his recording and analysis of the law enforcement and correctional agency’s annual reports.  We now have all agency reports in; however of the 195 agencies, 25 of the reports were late or 13%.  This was significantly better then last year, as there were 34% late.

· Of the approximately 5000 people required to complete the mandatory law enforcement or corrections training, there was only 1 that had no reason.  There were 56 with valid reasons who are still pending (25 on Military Leave, 15 on FMLA, 14 on Disability Leave and 2 on Administrative Leave).  There were 57 who completed the training after December 31, 2010 and as of today there were 32 who did not complete the training due to being terminated from the agency.  Under New Business I’m recommending that the Board decertify the following officer for not completing the mandatory 2010 LE training.  He is:  

1.  Christopher Correll, Machias PD – P/T LEO

2.  Basis Law Enforcement Training Program (BLETP):

· The 20th BLETP started on started on January 18, 2011 and will end on May 20, 2011.  The class started with 46 Cadets and we are at 45 at this point.  We lost 1 Cadet on day one after lunch for personal reason.  He never unpacked his gear.  After 7 weeks, the staff has done the first 6-week sit down evaluation and they only have some minor issues with a few Cadets.  This should be corrected at the next 6-week evaluation.
· We completed a road trip with the class to SBI, Augusta RCC the Crime Lab and the ME’s office.  The road trip was well received by the class. 

· Starting this class, the MARC program will be introducing as part of the instruction a class on the familiarization with Tasers.  

3.  MCJA Budget Issues:   
· At this point, the Academy’s budget was approved by the Governors’ Office as submitted.  At this point we have not had any budget hearings. 

· It was just confirmed on 2/28/2011 that the Bureau of Human Resources approved the vacant Office Associate II position.  It was posted on 3/2/2011 and I hope to have the position filled sometime in April.

4. Other Issues:

· After review of the recommendations made by the Crash Reconstruction Certification Advisory Committee on 1/25/2011, per Specification S-21, I had to suspend the Traffic Crash Reconstruction certifications on 2 officers who voluntarily left the program and 3 officers for not meeting the recertification standards.  I did give one extension to 1 officer who was out on extended medical leave.  Currently there are 49 active crash reconstructions in Maine plus 3 more being voted on today.  See handout.
· After review of the recommendations by the K-9 Advisory Committee on 1/24/2011, per Specification S-23 and S-23A, I had to suspend 10 K-9 Team certifications due to the death and/or retirement of the K-9 and 6 K-9 Team certifications due to the retirement of the officer.  Currently, there are 76 active K-9 teams in Maine and 18 active K-9 Trainer in Maine.  See handout. 
· Kate Faragher Houghton continues to meet weekly with the staff on the LEPS lesson plan project.  She has completed writing all the lesson plans for Phase 1.  At this point, the last 2 are being reviewed by the AG’s Office (criminal law).  The project is now with Paul Plaisted.  I intend to contact him by mid-March to check on his progress, as that is the general timetable he gave me.  I also intend to have Phase I and II up and running by July, 2011, unless something unusual comes up.  See handout.
· Eric Parker secured a piece of the steel guider from the 9/11/2001 attach of the World Trade Center.  The 20th BLETP is designing and constructing a table to permanently display it in the hexagon room of the Academy. 

Item Ten on the Agenda:  Old Business




None at this time

Item Eleven on the Agenda:  New Business

MOTION:


To accept recommendation to decertify Christopher Correll.

Moved by Sgt. Travis Roy and seconded by Ms. Linda Smithers.




Motion carried.

Chairman MacMaster stated the next Board meeting will be held Friday, April 8.  The May meeting will be held
May 13 at which time Board officers are elected as it is the annual meeting.

Chairman MacMaster decided the Board will reconvene for executive session after lunch.

The Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees meeting broke for lunch at 11:32 a.m. 

The Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees meeting reconvened at 12:20 p. m.

MOTION:
To go into Executive Session pursuant to Title 1, section 405, subsection 4, and Title 25, section 1806, subsection 8, to discuss disciplinary matters.
Moved by Dep. Chief Amy Berry and seconded by Chief Bradley Paul.

Motion carried

The Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees moved into Executive session at 12:25 p.m., and returned to public session at 12:43 p.m.

1.  In the matter of Robert E. Jurdak:

MOTION:


To accept the Complaint Committee’s recommendation to decertify Robert E.



Jurdak.

Mr. James Ferland moved and Sheriff James Madore seconded.

Motion carried.

2. In the matter of Amanda Wade:

MOTION:


To accept the Complaint Committee’s recommendation to decertify Amanda Wade.
Mr. James Ferland moved and Sheriff James Madore seconded.

Motion carried.



       
3.  In the matter of Kevin Dehetre:

MOTION:


To accept the Complain Committee’s recommendation to decertify Kevin Dehetre.
Mr. James Ferland moved and Sheriff James Madore seconded.


Motion carried.




4.  In the matter of Austin Bartlett:

MOTION:


To accept the Complaint Committee’s recommendation to enter into a three-year




consent agreement with Mr. Austin Bartlett.

Mr. James Ferland moved and Sheriff James Madore seconded.

Motion carried.




5.  In the matter of William Potter:

MOTION:


To accept the Complaint Committee’s recommendation to accept a two-year 




suspension and consent agreement with Mr. William Potter for the term February 




16, 2010, through February 16, 2012.


Mr. James Ferland moved and Sheriff James Madore seconded.

Motion carried.

Chairman MacMaster thanked Mr. James Ferland for his nine years of service on the Maine Criminal

Justice Academy Board of Trustees.   Mr. Ferland is leaving his current employment to retire.  

Chairman MacMaster presented Board lapel pins to the three new members.

Chairman MacMaster asked if there is any other business before concluding.

He then reported that he had received a voluntary surrender from Corrections Officer Kevin Megno of the 
Hancock County Sheriff’s Office.

MOTION:

To adjourn the Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees Meeting.

Mr. James Ferland moved and Sheriff James Madore seconded.

Motion carried.

Chair MacMaster adjourned the meeting at 12:50 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 8, 2011
at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy in Vassalboro.
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James Ferland, Secretary
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