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Criterion Test Questions

1. Define “vehicle pursuit”

     An active attempt by a law enforcement officer on duty in a patrol car to apprehend one or more occupants of a moving motor vehicle, providing the driver of such vehicle is aware of that attempt and is resisting    apprehension by maintaining or increasing his speed or by ignoring the law enforcement officer’s attempt to stop him

2. Define “pursuit driving”
 That driving concerned with the pursuit and apprehension of a violator(s) in a motor vehicle. Pursuit driving shall also be defined when a law enforcement officer is exceeding the posted speed limit by 20 mph or more and the violator does not stop
3. Describe one of two types of roadblocks

Stationary – a vehicle, a physical barrier or other obstruction placed on a way at the direction of a law    enforcement officer. This may or may not involve the actual blocking of a highway whether completely or partially.

Rolling – A partial blockage of the roadway by three police vehicles: one in front of the suspect vehicle, one    directly behind the suspect vehicle and one to the driver’s side of the suspect vehicle. While moving, all police vehicles begin to slow in turn slowing the suspect vehicle while maintaining a safe distance

4. The 9 “types” of Pursuits
Cruiser 





All terrain vehicle

Truck/Sport Utility Vehicle



Water craft

Motorcycle





Snowmobiles

Bicycle





Aircraft – airplane/helicopter


Foot

5. Twelve Considerations for types of pursuits


Conspicuously marked



Knowledge of streets, roads, etc


Blue lights working



Stopping ability

Siren operating




Personal limitations

Travel safely off-road



Vehicle limitations

Travel safely on-road



Radio traffic heard

Front or rear wheel drive 


Continue = risk
6.  List of pre-pursuit vehicle check items

Emergency lights

Siren

                   Four-way flashers

                   Tire pressure

Tire wear

In-car camera

Engine fluids

Radio checks – mobile and portable

Start engine – listen for unusual noises

Note: drive axle of cruiser. Front or rear wheel drive.

Pursuit termination device (spike mat) available
7. Phases of pursuit


Pre-pursuit, pursuit,  post-pursuit

8. Recommended number of unit participating in pursuit


No more than 2, actual number will vary with circumstances

9. Dangers associated with pursuit


Tunnel vision


Following too closely

Pursuit speed becomes unsafe

Pursuit speed exceeds driver capability

Pursuit speed make vehicle unsafe

Not considering police intervention

Not re-evaluating risks

Not terminating

10. Supervisor responsibilities of pursuit


Monitor pursuit units as necessary


Assign additional units as necessary

Coordinate with other law enforcement agencies concerning support functions

                  Consider implementing alternative means to stop pursued vehicle

Terminate the pursuit if circumstances do not warrant
11. Elements to be proven in negligence case


A duty to act




Causation


Breach of this duty


Damages

12. How does officer acquire knowledge of a call for service


From public safety dispatcher


Monitoring radio frequencies other than own agency

13. Responses to calls


Code 1  normal flow of traffic obeying traffic laws


Code 2  emergency lights activated


Code 3  emergency lights and siren activated
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Handout/Attachment #1

THE PERCENTAGES

In 1998, the National Institute of Justice formed the Pursuit Management Task Force to expand the research on police pursuits. One of the several recommendations made in that report was the need for “a national model for collection of pursuit statistics.” In response to that suggestion the IACP began the Police Pursuit Database Project in 2000. The goal of that project was to create an internet-based system where police agencies could submit information about their vehicle pursuits and in turn have access to all data from other agencies that was being placed into the database. The sharing of this information would have the potential to help agencies model their pursuit policy and training according to the trends that they were seeing within the database.

Between 2000 and 2007, 56 law enforcement agencies from 30 states contributed a total of 7,737 vehicle pursuit reports. The following is a breakdown of that data.

12% of the reported pursuits were initiated for speeding

48% ended in 2 minutes or less

30% lasted more than 5 minutes

59% covered 2 miles or less

67% covered 3 miles or less

10% covered more then 10 miles

25% exceeded 81 MPH

6% were terminated by police intervention

21% of those pursued were between 19 – 23 years of age

95% were on dry roads

77% were in light traffic conditions

76% were in urban areas

36% ended with violator simply stopping

33% ended in collision, injury (to officer, suspect or bystander), or property damage

The most frequent ways a pursuit ended:

Suspect gave up and stopped

Collision

Suspect got away

Reason(s) for initiating police pursuit:

Traffic offense  - 42.3%

Suspicion of drunk driving – 14.9%

Stolen vehicle  - 18.2%

This unit of instruction is an overview of police pursuits and responding to calls for service. A police pursuit is one of the most dangerous activities a law enforcemen


t officer can engage in. Dangers not only exist for the officer(s) and the violator(s) but for every innocent citizen that happens to be in the vicinity at the time of the pursuit. In addition to officers being taught how to pursue they need to be taught when to pursue as well as when to terminate a pursuit. The officer initiates the stop while the driver of the vehicle that the officer is attempting to stop initiates the vehicular pursuit. Officers should become as proficient in vehicle pursuits as they are in the use of firearms since both are considered a high stress, low frequency process. 


Officers are generally dispatched to calls for service. The dispatcher is a vital link between the caller and the officer obtaining accurate information and passing this onto the responding officer so the appropriate response can be made. 





After this unit of instruction the student will be able to accomplish the following objectives as outlined in this lesson:


    Define ‘vehicle pursuit’





     Define ‘pursuit driving’





     Describes one of two types of roadblocks





     List 5 of the 10 types of pursuits





     List 6 of the 12 considerations for types of pursuits





     List 6 of the 11 pre-pursuit vehicle items





     List the three ‘phases of pursuit’





     What is the recommended number of units participating in a pursuit?





     List 4 of the 8 dangers associated with pursuit





     List 3 of the 5 supervisor responsibilities of/during a pursuit





     List the 4 elements to be proven in an action for negligence





     List 1 of the 2 ways an officer acquires knowledge of a call





     List the 3 response codes





 to calls 
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Interactive discussion
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Outline of instructional Unit                                                                              Objectives & Notes








Overview





Discuss with the class the fact that this class is a mandatory training topic for the 2011 training year. Police motor vehicle pursuits are a “no win situation” for the police. If a speeding motorist is pursued by the police and enters a development striking and killing a small child the public outcry is “why were you chasing?”  At the same time if a speeding motorist enters a development striking and killing a small child the public outcry is “why weren’t you chasing?”





Terms/Definitions





Vehicle Pursuit – “An active attempt by a law enforcement officer on duty in a patrol car to apprehend one or more occupants of a moving motor vehicle, providing the driver of such vehicle is aware of that attempt and is resisting apprehension by maintaining or increasing his speed or by ignoring the law enforcement officer’s attempt to stop him.”





Pursuit Termination Devices – “Instruments designed for use on road surfaces, which will intentionally puncture tires and thereby permit controlled deflation of air.”





Emergency Driving – “Driving in response to a life threatening or other serious incident based on available information. Emergency driving should not be in excess of 20 mph above posted speed limit unless common sense deems necessary.” 





Pursuit Driving – “That driving concerned with the pursuit and apprehension of a violator(s) in a motor vehicle. Pursuit driving shall also be defined when a law enforcement officer is exceeding the posted speed limit by 20 mph or more and the violator does not stop.”





Emergency Equipment – “Flickering, blinking or alternating emergency lights and siren, whistle or air horn designed to give intermittent signals automatically.”








Due Regard – ”Actions, which a reasonable and prudent law enforcement officer would perform in the same manner under similar circumstances for the safety of all persons using the road.”





Roadblock (Stationary) – “a vehicle, a physical barrier or other obstruction placed on a way at the direction of a law enforcement officer. This may or may not involve the actual blocking of a highway whether completely or partially.”





Roadblock (Rolling) – “A partial blockage of the roadway by three police vehicles: one in front of the suspect vehicle, one directly behind the suspect vehicle and one to the driver’s side of the suspect vehicle. While moving, all police vehicles begin to slow in turn slowing the suspect vehicle while maintaining a safe distance.”





Expanded Definitions





“An incident where an officer chases (on foot) a person who is   evading detention or arrest.”





“An active attempt by an officer on an authorized emergency vehicle to apprehend a fleeing suspect who is actively attempting to elude the police by increasing speed, bypassing traffic control devices, or failing to stop at a roadblock.”





Types of Pursuits 





Motor Vehicle





Cruiser – rear-wheel drive


Cruiser – front wheel drive


Truck/Sport Utility Vehicle


Motorcycle





Bicycle


Foot


All Terrain Vehicle


Water craft


Snow mobiles


Aircraft – airplane/helicopter











Considerations for Types of Pursuits





1.	Motorized vehicles – conspicuously marked as an emergency vehicle?





Flashing blue lights working?





3.   Operating siren?





4.   Can travel safely off-road?





5.   Can it travel safely on-road? 


Four-wheel drive trucks/SUVs have high center of gravity and are easy to rollover when corning at high speeds..





                                         6.    Is vehicle front or rear wheel drive?


This will determine how to handle the vehicle in a skid:





Rear-wheel drive – turn into skid to regain control of vehicle


Front-wheel drive – steer the vehicle where you want it to go.





How well do I know the streets, roads, alleys, etc?





Depending on my speed, can I stop safely?





What are my limitations?  When do I terminate the pursuit?





What are the limitations of the vehicle I am operating?





Can Dispatch/ other officers hear my radio traffic or am I in a no/poor reception area?





Is the need to continue to pursue worth the risk of injury I am creating for others and myself?


                                         





Phases of the Pursuit – Pre-Pursuit





Pre-Pursuit Considerations- PURSUIT POLICY


Does the agency have a clear, concise, written policy on pursuits?


Are all members of the agency aware of the policy provisions?


Has the pursuit policy been re-evaluated lately?


Does the agency policy compliment or contradict the pursuit policy of the adjoining agencies?


Does the policy meet the needs of the agency and 


citizenry?





Pre-Pursuit Considerations – PURSUIT TRAINING


Have all department members received pursuit 


training?


Is the department pursuit training relevant, realistic,   


current and scenario based?


Are department pursuit training records up to date?


Is pursuit training held on a regular basis? 


Does pursuit training meet the needs of the agency and citizenry?





Pre-Pursuit Considerations – VEHICLE CHECK


         1.   Emergency lights


         2.   Siren


                                 3.   Four-way flashers


                                 4.   Tire pressure


Tire wear


In-car camera


Engine fluids


Radio checks – mobile and portable


Start engine – listen for unusual noises


Note: drive axle of cruiser. Front or rear wheel drive.


Pursuit termination device (spike mat) 


























Phases of Pursuit – Pursuit





Decision to pursue. The decision to pursue is made by the law    


enforcement office in a matter of seconds based on the following:





B. Considerations of pursuit – (to begin and/or continue)





Nature of offense/crime(s)


Time of day


Light conditions


Terrain – urban/rural


Weapon displayed/possessed


Identification of suspect known


Weather


Surface of roads/ground


Patrol vehicle condition


Traffic conditions


Population density


Officer’s knowledge of the area


Availability of backup assistance to include K-9, other units


Safety of other motorists and pedestrians


Officer’s personal abilities, limitations, and present condition.





C. Number of vehicles in pursuit. It is strongly recommended not  


     to have more then two units actively engaged in a pursuit 


     however the actual number of units involved will vary with 


     circumstances. All other units should stay out of pursuit but 


     remain alert to the progress and location of the pursuit.





D. Primary Unit Responsibilities – The initial pursuing unit will be   


     designated as the primary pursuit unit and will be responsible 


     for the conduct of the pursuit unless it is unable to remain


     reasonably close enough to the violator’s vehicle and complete 


                       the following:





Advise Dispatch that a pursuit has been initiated


Reason for the pursuit


Location & direction of travel


Speed of fleeing vehicle





Description of fleeing vehicle and license number, if known


Number of known occupants


Identity or description of known occupants


Information concerning the use of firearms, threat of force, 


Injuries, hostages, or other unusual hazards.





The officer in the primary unit shall be responsible for the broadcasting of the progress of the pursuit unless notified by a supervisor to terminate the pursuit or the primary officer believes that the pursuit should be terminated.





All pursuits will end, and most end sooner rather than later: 


48% will end in two minutes or less, 59% will cover two miles or less, and 36% will end with the violator simply stopping.





Whenever possible, the primary unit should relinquish the responsibility of broadcasting the progress of the pursuit to a secondary unit to concentrate on pursuit driving.





                     E. Unmarked Units & Motorcycles – if initiate a pursuit, should                                    .                         be replaced with a marked patrol unit with overhead lighting


                          as soon as possible.





         F.  Secondary Unit Responsibilities – 





Advise Dispatch of entry into the pursuit


Remain a safe distance behind the primary unit unless directed to assume the role of primary officer, or if the primary unit is unable to continue the pursuit.


Broadcast the progress of the pursuit.





                     





                    G.   The dangers associated with pursuits:





Tunnel vision – the officer focuses on and only sees the vehicle he is pursuing. Being unaware of other motorists especially at intersections and pedestrians can lead to tragic conclusions.


Inattention to the road – getting distracted by radio, laptop, radar, video camera, other items in cruiser.


Following too closely – suspects are aware of airbags in newer cruisers. A sudden stop will likely result in the airbag being deployed in the officer’s vehicle taking that officer out of the pursuit even temporarily by loosing sight of the suspect vehicle.


4.   Pursuit speed – when it becomes unreasonably safe for the 


surrounding conditions.


5.   Pursuit speed – when it exceeded the driving ability of the 


 officer. Faster speed means longer stopping distance.


6.  Pursuit speed – when it exceeds the capabilities of the 


 pursuit vehicle thus making its operation unsafe.


7.  Not considering police intervention:


Spike Mat


Rolling Roadblock


Stationary Roadblock


8.   Not continually re-evaluating the risks of continued 


pursuit


9.    Not terminating. Officer must evaluate and reasonably 


determine that the danger to the public created by allowing 


the operator to remain at large is greater than the danger to the public created by the pursuit.








              H. Supervisor’s Responsibilities





Monitor pursuit


Assign additional units as necessary


Coordinate with other law enforcement agencies concerning


support functions


                        4.   Consider implementing alternative means to stop pursued 


                               vehicle.


                        5.    Terminate the pursuit if circumstances do not warrant 


       continued pursuit. 


B. IIVIVII


I





 


























V. Phases of Pursuit – Post Pursuit





Documentation – Completion of report for every police 


pursuit, even those that were terminated to determine


effectiveness of and compliance with department policy.





Using an information technology automate those reports and collect a wide array of variables related to the pursuit.





              2. Analyze the data collected from these reports.





ALL pursuits reported on agency incident report form and 


Maine Motor Vehicle Pursuit Form. The Maine Motor Vehicle Pursuit Form shall be forwarded to the Chief of the agency and distribution to the MSP Traffic Division.





              3. Debrief –   Informal 


   Short in duration


   All personnel directly involved


   To be considered a training tool. Discuss what 


    went well, what didn’t. Why and why not? What 


    would be done differently next time.





              4. Pursuit Review – Department should track and review all


pursuits. 


Officers are required to complete incident reports


Supervisors are required to review the pursuit details





              5.  Recommendations – Upon completion of the review 


process, suggestions for change may be made in writing to the Chief of their justification for the pursuit policy. 
































VI. Legal Issues Associated with Pursuits





A. The most critical element of any pursuit is the need to match 


                the level of control exerted to the degree of risk posed by the


           fleeing individual:





	      1.  What is the degree of risk posed to the public by the


                      offense committed by the individual?





	       2.  What is the degree of risk posed to the public should the 


                       fleeing individual make good his escape and be free to


  	            commit the offense again?





	    The public risk harm is different than the degree of risk posed


               by the pursuit itself. At issue is the reasonableness of an


               officer’s actions in pursuing the fleeing violator. If an officer’s


               actions are reasonable in light of the public harm risk


               that exists, then the officer’s actions will be defensible in a 


               court of law.








Reasonable/Prudent Police Officer Standard





A breach of the duty of care by a police officer will be judged by the standard of what a reasonably prudent police officer, with the same training, education, and experience would have done in the same or similar 


circumstances.





Example An officer entering a busy intersection against a red light, in an emergency response or pursuit situation, should consider slowing or even stopping if that would be the reasonable thing to do.





Basic elements for a cause of action for negligence:





Duty


An obligation, recognized by the law, requiring the person to conform to a certain standard of conduct, for the protection of others against unreasonable risks.











Breach


A failure on the officer’s part to conform to the standard required.





Causation


Reasonably close casual connection between the 


conduct and the resulting injury.





Damages


Actual loss or damages, which also include personal injuries or property damages.





Liability – two sources of law under which officers 


operating emergency vehicles may be found liable:





Maine Tort Claims Act


Title 42 USC section 1983 (aka 1983 action)


requires action under the ‘color of law’


a violation of federal law or a 


Constitutional right





Note:





Title 29 A Section 2054 (7)  





Duty to Drive with Due Regard for Safety





Sections 4,5 and 6 do not relieve the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor do those subsections protect the operator from the consequences of the operator’s reckless disregard for the safety of others. 

















     VI.     Responding to Calls





  The process of responding to calls


       Originates with knowledge of the nature of the call to the   


       Officer from the following sources:





1. The agency public safety dispatcher    dispatches the officer


2.By the officer monitoring/scanning radio frequencies other than the agency primary frequency on either mobile and/or portable radio.





public works 


fire dept 


c.   surrounding agencies


state wide





Responding to Call – Dispatched





Public Safety Dispatch/Communications Centers





Incoming calls are received from:





victim


offender/suspect


witness


reporting party/complainant (requested by someone else to make call)


passing motorist – non-involvement


enhanced 911





Information obtained by Dispatcher (when possible)





caller’s name


address


call back telephone number if disconnected


location/nature of problem


what caller is requesting


suspect information (physical, clothing, state of mind)


weapons used, type and number


offending vehicle info   C.Y.M.B.O.L


Information obtained by radio monitoring





identification of agency and unit involved


location of incident


nature of incident


problems encountered/anticipated


addition resources being requested


ATL info on suspect/vehicle involved


direction of travel








Response to Calls





Code 1 


A non-emergency response. No lights/siren, obey speed limits, comply with motor vehicle laws.


    


Code 2





An emergency response with lights only activated. Speed is discretionary based on information officer is personally aware of or has been informed of by dispatch and other driving factors.





Code 3





Emergency lights and siren activated.


Usually exceeding the posted speed limit





How to Determine the Proper Response


Depending on the nature of the call, the dispatcher will keep an open line with the caller. Response may be upgraded by voices and sounds heard by the dispatcher.





Notification Upon Arrival


Upon arrival at the scene of a call, the responding officer should rapidly evaluate the situation and determine if additional units are needed (with appropriate response) can be slowed or cancelled. 



































Police pursuits are a double-edged sword,


you can’t win.
































1.5.1





Maine Law Enforcement Officer’s Manual


2008 – 2010 Edition


Limited to ‘patrol car’.





       








  





   











1.5.2












































1.5.3














1.5.3

















Foot Pursuit








Motorcycle & Bicycle














1.5.4





















































1.5.5



































Since prone to rollover are not usually permitted to pursue





Some agencies have both types













































































1.5.7


Policy changes should reflect current changes in law, technology, and law enforcement practices.











Considering crime statistics, nature of crimes, level of citizen support for pursuits





























1.5.6


Human beings are creatures of habit. This checklist should be a habit prior to the start of shift















































1.5.7





12% of pursuits were initiated for speeding.











Consider: ‘Am I chasing them because they are dangerous or are they dangerous because I am chasing them?’















































1.5.8



































25% exceeded 81 mph






































IACP Police Pursuit Database

































































1.5.8
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Using the 4-6 second rule gives the officer more time to react























Consider: perception of danger, decision time, reaction time, braking distance and stopping distance.





























1.5.10














Easier to make an objective decision(s) because not part of the pursuit.






































1.5.7

























































































































































































How your actions will be judged as a police officer
































1.5.11



















































































‘Color of Law’


– in all appearances you appear to be acting in the capacity of a police officer


































































































Outline of instructional Unit                                                                                Objectives & Notes





Outline of instructional Unit                                                                                Objectives & Notes





Outline of instructional Unit                                                                                Objectives & Notes





Outline of instructional Unit                                                                                Objectives & Notes














1.5.12















































There is always a dispatcher on duty








Depending on who is calling effects the quality and amount of info relayed.








Address is computer displayed





























Color, year, make, body style, license








By copying radio traffic  directly an officer from  dept A doesn’t have to have his dispatcher call dept B dispatcher and have an officer from dept B respond








1.5.14





Remember ‘due regard’. Operating an emergency veh does not relieve you from duty to drive with due regards for the safety of ALL persons using the road.








 pedestrian, road, traffic, weather et al conditions.








“step it up”


or


“slow it down”


Communications is key!

















Remember to keep dispatcher informed throughout  the process








Responding units should copy directly as well as be informed and confirmed by dispatch.
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