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FIRE DEBRIS EVIDENCE

PACKAGING GUIDELINES
Questions:  Gretchen Hicks, Stephen Shargo, Michele Fleury

624-7100

PACKAGE:
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Appropriate evidence containers are mason jars, paint cans (lined preferred) or fire debris evidence bags such as Kapak bags.  The fire debris bags may only be used for clothing items.  No fire debris evidence will be received packaged in paper or plastic.  

SPACE:

Fill the containers to approximately half of their capacity.  The extraction techniques used in this laboratory require headspace in the containers.  This includes fire debris bags.

SEAL:
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Seal the mason jars or paint cans with one piece of tape going ACROSS the lid and not surrounding the lid.  Surrounding the lid makes opening the evidence difficult.  Initial and date the seal.  Fire debris bags must be heat-sealed.  The heat seals should be initialed and dated upon sealing.

WRITING:

Limit the writing on the containers to what is absolutely necessary.  Particularly limit the writing on the lid to case and item number, initials and date.  The laboratory needs to be able to mark the lids as well and space is limited.  SUGGESTION: Evidence labels work well for the containers since markings can come off of mason jars with handling.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR CERTAIN TYPES OF EVIDENCE:

CLOTHING:

As with all other evidence, clothing in fire debris evidence must be separated into separate items and packaged in accordance with the space guideline.  This is problematic with larger items.  The laboratory has fire debris bags that the investigator may use to package his / her evidence prior to submission to the laboratory.  Ask the Evidence Receiving Technician for assistance in obtaining those materials.  Otherwise, the clothing must be cut to properly fit into a paint can or mason jar.

SOIL:

Soil samples must be frozen directly after collection and prior to submission to the laboratory.  Bacteria in the soil will degrade any ignitable liquid residues present.  When possible, collect two soil comparison samples.  

LIQUIDS:

Transfer the liquids from the native scene containers to a smaller container such as a mason jar.  Swab the container if no liquid is present, then package the swab.  If the liquid is suspected to be mostly water, attempt to drag a piece of gauze across the top of the liquid to collect any products on top of the water, then package the gauze.  Hazmat pads are not acceptable as they contain petroleum products.
