Biographies of the Leadership Excellence Academy Trainers
· In 1985, Susan Pittman-Shetler moved from special education to adult education and began a career that has become her passion. Her experience working with students with learning disabilities served as a strong foundation for the move to working with adult learners many of whom faced their own learning challenges. For 16 years, Susan worked first as a teacher then a district level administrator in the Palm Beach County Public Schools Adult Education Program in Florida. >From GED teacher to GED Chief Examiner, Susan has had the opportunity to work in all areas of adult education and continues to be a strong advocate for increasing accountability while ensuring that the student is the number one priority.  In 1999, Susan left the school system to start her own educational consulting firm, E-Learning Connections, Inc. In 2001, she was selected as one of the national trainers for the implementation of the 2002 Series GED Tests by the US DOE and the GED Testing Service. Today, Susan works with teachers and administrators in more than 20 states including Florida, Texas, Michigan, Colorado, and New York developing and delivering high quality, interactive professional development and resources geared to meet the needs of students, teachers, and program managers.
· Margaret Kirkpatrick, a California adult education educator for over 25 years, has been principal of Berkeley Adult School since 1996.  She has also served as Director of the Staff Development Institute, a state wide project developing and offering staff development for teachers and administrators; principal writer of the Programs of Excellence document, a document for agencies to undergo extensive self evaluation and action plan development; principal writer of the 1999-2004 Adult Education State Plan for the California Department of Education; and instructor of the UC Berkeley Extension program for the Adult Education credential program.

