STATE FFA AGRISCIENCE FAIR – 2011 – ADVISORS:  PLEASE BE SURE YOUR STUDENTS KNOW THE AWARD FOR EVENT IS A SCHOLARSHIP DEPENDENT ON ELIGIBLE AREA OF STUDY AND NOT A CASH AWARD!
The State FFA Agriscience Fair recognizes FFA members who are studying the application of scientific principles and emerging technologies in agricultural enterprises.  Areas of participation closely mirror those of the international science fair, but reflect an agricultural theme.

To compete in this event, students prepare both a report and a display on their project.  Reports are submitted to the State Advisor in advance of the event, while displays are brought to Convention.  

There are two forms related to this Career Development area.  Please read carefully to determine which form(s) your student should complete:

(1)  First and second place State winners continuing post-secondary studies related to agriscience are eligible to receive a $750 and $500 scholarship, respectively, from the National FFA.  These students may also go on to compete at the national level for Agriscience Student of the Year.  To be eligible for these scholarships, and to satisfy requirements for competition in the Agriscience Fair at the State FFA Convention and as National Agriscience Student of the Year at the National FFA Convention, students must complete and return by April 6, 2011, along with other State FFA Convention materials, the Agriscience Student of the Year Application found at:   https://www.ffa.org/programs/awards/agrisciencestudent/Pages/default.aspx 
(2)  Students electing NOT to compete for one of the above agriscience student scholarships, but only to compete in the Agriscience Fair at the State FFA Convention must complete and return by April 6, 2011, along with other State FFA Convention materials, either the above Agriscience Student of the Year Application described above in (1) OR the Agriscience Fair Application found at:  https://www.ffa.org/programs/awards/agrisciencefair/Pages/default.aspx
(3)  Students wishing to compete for one of the above agriscience student scholarships AND to be eligible to compete at the national level in the National Agriscience Fair (as opposed to the National Agriscience Student of the Year), must complete and return by April 6, 2011, along with other State FFA Convention materials, the Agriscience Student of the Year Application described above in (1), as well as completing and returning by May 19, 2011 the Agriscience Fair Application described above in (2).

SCORING
Judges will evaluate both the written presentation and the actual exhibit in terms of:


1.
How well a student followed the scientific method.


2.
The detail and accuracy of the research data book.


3.
Whether tools/equipment were used in the best possible way.

Judges look for well thought-out research.  They look at how significant the project is in its field, as well as how thorough the research is.  Was something left out?  Were four experiments started and only three finished? 

State FFA Agriscience Fair Rules

1.
Competition shall be open to all FFA members in grades 11-12.


2.
There shall be five categories as identified above.  There is no limit on the number of entries per chapter.


3.
Each student and/or team of students may enter only one project.


4.
Exhibited projects and research papers shall be the result of the student(s)  own efforts.


5.
If an exhibit becomes unsafe or unsuitable for display during the fair, it will be removed and deemed ineligible for any awards.


6.
Projects which involve vertebrate animal subjects must conform with the following statement: Experiments on live animals involving surgery, the removal of parts, injection of harmful chemicals or exposure to harmful environments are not acceptable.


7.
Live vertebrates are not permitted at the fair.


8.
Lasers may not be used in any exhibit.


9.
No exhibit shall have open flames.  Any part of an exhibit that can get hotter than 100 degrees Celsius (boiling water temperature) must be adequately protected from its surroundings.


10.
If an exhibit includes electrical wiring or devices, they must be safe.  Special precautions must be taken for wiring carrying more than 20 volts (see number 12 below).  All connections must be secure and provide suitable protection against short circuits., etc.


11.
All wiring carrying more than 20 volts must be insulated.  Connections must either be soldered or secured by UL approved fasteners.  The wire used must be insulated adequately for the maximum voltage that will be present and the wire must be of sufficient size to carry the maximum anticipated current.  Open knife switches or doorbell-type buttons may not be used in circuits using more than 20 volts.


12.
If the exhibit will be connected to 120 volt AC power (plugged into a wall outlet), fuses or circuit breakers must be provided to protect not only the exhibit but also any others that may share the same sources of power.  The power cord used must be UL approved for the voltage and current it will be carrying, and it must be at least 1.8 meters (6 feet) long.


13.
Exhibits requiring voltage in excess of 120 volts AC are not allowed.


14.
Dangerous and combustible materials are prohibited.


15.
Toxic and hazardous chemicals are prohibited.


16.
Each exhibit may consist of one or more panels of information and any objects the students wishes to display.  The exhibit panels must be stable and free standing.  The exhibit panels may be of poster board construction.


17.
Each presenter will have one 6-8 foot table on which to display.


18.
All projects must have the following information attached to the upper right hand corner of the exhibit:

*
Name of person(s) responsible for developing project




*
Chapter name




*
Category name entered

19.  Each presenter will be required to meet with the judges to explain the project.  Explanation and questioning may not exceed five minutes. 

Visual Display

Your display should be eye catching and informative.  Keep it simple so judges and others can quickly assess and understand your project and the results you achieved.  Use clear language and captions to explain photos, graphs, and other items.  Make the headings stand out, and draw and clearly lable graphs and diagrams.  Below are some helpful hints for your display:

A.  Title
The title of your project is very important.  It is the attention grabber.  It should simply and accurately state your research.  A good title will encourage the reader to read more about your project.


B.  Photographs
Few projects can be accurately depicted without photographs.  Many have elements that are not safe to exhibit, cannot be secured to the exhibit or would be too costly to replace, if lost or stolen and represent an important phase of the project.  Consider taking photos of important parts of phases of your experiment to use in your display.  Be sure to ask permission of anyone in the photo first.  

C.  Organization
A logically presented and easily read display is the most effective.  A glance should allow anyone (particularly the judges) to locate quickly the title, experiments, results, and conclusions.  When you arrange your display, imagine you are seeing for the first time.  You might also check to see that it is visually balanced, with items distributed evenly over the area.


D.  Eye-catching
Is your display a stand out?  Use neat, colorful headings, charts, and graphs to present your project.  This is particularly easy today with color copiers and printers.  Of course, home built equipment, construction paper, and colored markers are always good and reliable resources to make excellent displays.  Remember to clearly label charts, graphs, diagrams, and tables.  Remember you will not be present all the time to answer questions about your project. 


E.  Correctly Presented and Well Constructed
Be sure to follow any size limitations and safety rules when preparing your display.  Make sure your display is sturdy as it will have to remain intact for travelling.  Make it easy and inexpensive to transport.  Consider different methods of adhering items to the display board.  You might use tacky boards, Velcro fasteners, adhesive sprays and tapes as well as tacks, screws and nails.


Judging
Judges evaluate:  (1)  How well the scientific method was followed;  

(2)  The detail and sccuracy of your research data book;  and

(3)   Whether tools/equipment were used in the best possible way.

Judges look for well thought-out research.  They look at how significant the project is in its field, as well as how thorough the research is.  Was something left out?  Were four experiments started and only three finished?

Judges applaud those students who can speak freely and confidently about their work.  They are not interested in memorized speeches---they simply want to talk about the research and see if the competitor(s) have a good grasp of the project from start to finish.  Besides asking the obvious questions, judges often ask questions to test insight into the project such as “What wasn’t done?” and “What would be the next step?”

PLEASE BE SURE TO SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION FOR THIS EVENT BY DEADLINE OF APRIL 6, 2011!  PLEASE ALSO REFER TO PAGE 1 ABOVE TO DETERMINE WHAT TYPE OF APPLICATION YOU NEED TO SUBMIT AND TO LOCATE THE WEB ADDRESS AT THE NATIONAL FFA SITE AT WHICH THIS APPLICATION CAN BE FOUND.

Eligibility of Winning Student to Receive $750/$500 FFA Scholarship:
* Student must be a current FFA member.                         
                                
* Student may be a junior or senior in high school enrolled in agriculture/agriscience/                agribusiness, or a college freshman who is an immediate high school graduate majoring in an    ag-related field.                                
                                
* Student should have a course schedule focusing on the application of scientific                          principles and emerging technologies in an agricultural enterprise.                             
                                
* Student should be planning a career in agricultural sciences requiring post-high                          school training 

