Reduced Down Time Inspection

Before professional truck drivers start their day, they do a complete safety inspection of their rig. Referred to as a “Circle Check”, it is an inspection of all the parts of the truck that affect its safe operation. Before professional pilots fly any type of airplane, every possible aspect of the aircraft is inspected. Certainly before a space shuttle lifts off, crews spend weeks inspecting thousands of parts and systems on the spacecraft. 



A chainsaw operator needs to inspect his or her saw every day, too. The chainsaw is the primary tool of conventional loggers. Although not as complicated as a plane, or a truck, the critical parts need to be checked every day. 

This daily inspection can save the operator time and money by spotting problems on the landing that need to be fixed before they head into the woods. Few things can be as frustrating as getting to a work area, and finding out the chainsaw will not start! Professional loggers don’t make any money carrying chainsaws back and forth from the landing to the woods! This is especially true if the work area for the day is a long way from the landing. The daily inspection can serve another purpose. It can also help the operator spot potential safety problems. Would you want to wait until you have a kickback to know if your chain brake is working? 

The daily inspection is typically called a Reduced Down Time Inspection, or RDT. It is meant to find problems before they cause the saw to break down, and check the safety features of the saw.

The items to be checked, tested, and/or maintained while completing a RDT are:

1. Air Filter

2. Pull Cord

3. Flywheel and Pawls

4. Saw Chain Condition

5. Bar

6. Tip Sprocket

7. Clutch, Drum & Drive Sprocket

8. Chain Catch Peg

9. Throttle Lock

10. Screws and Bolts

11. Chain Brake







