Guidelines for Administration

Ronald P. Guerrette FFA Scholarship Fund

History

The Ronald P. Guerrette FFA Scholarship Fund was created in the Spring of 1998 by friends and family to honor the life and work of Ronald P. Guerrette of Caribou, Maine.

Purpose

The purpose of the Fund is to create an endowed fund with the Maine Community Foundation (MCF) to provide three post-secondary scholarship awards to FFA students annually.  Preference is to select one recipient from each of the following geographic designations in priority order:  (1) Caribou High School graduating senior or graduate;  (2) Aroostook County;  (3) statewide (which includes Aroostook County).

Implementation

An advisory committee consisting of representatives appointed annually by the FFA State Advisor (as of 3/2005:  Doug Robertson, Maine Department of Education, 
23 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0023) will receive and evaluate applications and make recommendations to the Board of Directors of MCF.  
An application form will be developed with the assistance of the MCF Scholarship Coordinator.

Committee members will serve without compensation, but may submit reasonable bills for publicity or other expenses to the Ronald P. Guerrette FFA Scholarship Fund, c/o Maine Community Foundation.

The committee will meet (or correspond) at least annually with the Executive Director of MCF or persons designated by him/her to determine available funds and make recommendations to the Board regarding scholarship awards.
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Criteria

1. The applicants should be students who are FFA members.


2. The applicants should be high school seniors or college students in their freshman, sophomore, or junior year who have graduated from a school in one of the locations described in (4) below.


3. The applicants must not have received a Guerrette scholarship in past.


4. The goal is to award three scholarships each year.  The preference is to select one recipient annually from each of the following geographic designations in priority order:  (1) Caribou high school graduating senior or graduate;  (2) Aroostook County; and  (3) statewide (which includes Aroostook County).


5. The ideal candidate would be considering a career in production agriculture and pursuing a related post-secondary educational program.  In any year where there are not three such eligible, quality candidates, with well completed applications, candidates may be considered from the broader range of agriculture/natural resources professions and/or related post-secondary educational programs (examples would include horticulture and forestry, with educational programs in diverse areas such as business or electrification when intent is to use knowledge in application to agriculture/natural resources).


6. Although financial need shall not be a primary consideration in making the awards, it may be used as a determining factor when reviewing applicants who are considered equally deserving of an award.
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Application

Applicants shall fill out an application form available from their local FFA advisor.  

Amount of Award and Number of Scholarships

It is our intention that three scholarships will be awarded each year with a minimum of $500 each (historically, amounts have been $1,000).  The amount of the scholarships given each year shall be determined by the Board of Directors of the Maine Community Foundation in consultation with the advisory committee and will be based on the income and/or principal made available for awards that year.

Terms of Award

The recipient of an award must use his/her award within twelve (12) months of the grants or forfeit the award.  Should the recipient fail to complete the terms of the award, he/she shall repay the entire grant to the Ronald P. Guerrette FFA Scholarship Fund of the Maine Community Foundation or provide a written request for extension of the award period.  Such requests shall be acted upon by the Board and advisory committee.
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