Say Something
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This reading strategy takes advantage of the social nature of constructing new knowledge from text. Students are asked to use the strategies of proficient readers (chunking a text, asking questions, finding connections, summarizing and making predictions).

Steps:
· Students work with partners.

· Students read the same text as their partner.

· As students read, the teacher periodically stops them (or they stop themselves after paragraphs or pages), and they talk with their partners about what they have read.

· This strategy may be guided by the teacher with specific tasks or questions for the partners to discuss at each stopping point. OR, the readers may identify for themselves what they want to say to their partner when they break for conversation. 

· An individual might ask a question, restate an idea, make a comment, summarize, or make a connection with another text, experience, or world event.

· Ask students to move on through the reading in this manner until they have finished.

· If they are waiting for others, instruct them to talk with their partner about the overall article and/or make notes about things they wish to capture from this reading experience.   If they have a lot of time they might create a visual representation of the big ideas in the reading.  (According to Marzano in Classroom Instruction That Works, summarizing and visual representation are two instructional strategies that increase achievement.)

For variations and more information, see Creating Classrooms for Authors and Inquirers (1996) by Kathy Short and Jerome Harste.




Student directions are on the reverse side.








(Adapted from:   
www.doe.state.in.us/dps/beginningteachers/supportseminars/english/Say_Something_and_Jig_Saw.pdf 
Retrieved 8/31/05)
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