National Organization Overview
National Consortium on Health Science and Technology Education (NCHSTE)  
Related Secondary Technical Program Areas:
 Health Science Careers
Introduction – The following is a summary of data collected from the website of this organization. It is not intended to be a comprehensive review on all aspects of the major topics presented. Specific website sub-links are provided for access to more detailed information. It is important to note that organizations do not always provide all of the most current data available on their websites. Direct contact with the appropriate organization’s staff members is necessary to ensure that the most current and comprehensive information has been obtained.
National Organization: National Consortium on Health Science and Technology Education (NCHSTE)  















  http://www.nchste.org/
Descriptor: The National Consortium on Health Science and Technology Education (NCHSTE) is a national partnership of individuals and organizations with a vested interest in health science and technology education. Organized in 1991, its purpose is to stimulate creative and innovative leadership for ensuring a well prepared health care workforce. Primary strategies include fostering collaboration among educational agencies, the health care community, policy makers, and labor.
1.
National Program Skill Standards 
A.
Program Standards – Accountability criteria have been established for each cluster foundation 


standard to better define the expectations for meeting the standard and to provide content for curriculum 

design and measurement and certification of achievement. For more detailed information access – 
http://www.nchste.org/pageimages/accountability%20criteria%20for%20national%20health.pdf


Accountability Criteria for National Health Care Cluster Foundation Standards 

Based on: National Health Care Skill Standards
Foundation Standards – 

1.
Academic Foundation 




7. Safety Practices 


2.
Communications 







8. Teamwork 
 

3. 
Systems 












9. Health Maintenance Practices 

4. 
Employability Skills





10. Technical Skills 



5. 
Legal Responsibilities 




11. Information Technology Applications

6. 
Ethics




























 
B.
Specialized Technical Program Standards – Standards and Accountability Criteria
1.
Biotechnology Research & Development: http://www.nchste.org/pageimages/ACFC9.pdf


2.
Diagnostic Services: http://www.nchste.org/pageimages/ACFCB.pdf


3.
Support Services: http://www.nchste.org/pageimages/ACFCD.pdf


4.
Health Informatics: http://www.nchste.org/pageimages/ACFCF.pdf


5.
Therapeutic Services: http://www.nchste.org/pageimages/ACFD1.pdf
2.
Program Accreditation/Certification – NCHSTE does not offer program accreditation.
3.
National Technical Certifications – National Health Care Foundation Skill Standards: 

























Assessment/Certificate Program 
The National Consortium on Health Science and Technology Education (NCHSTE) has partnered with the National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI) for the National Health Science Assessment. The assessment is based on the National Health Care Foundation Skill Standards, and is now available via an online testing system that provides both pre- and post-testing opportunities and reporting services.



Students are considered eligible to sit for the assessment after first successfully completing each 



of a number of portfolio criteria. Portfolio criteria is to be assessed by the local instructor, to include: 



Portfolio Introduction, Resume,  Project, Writing Sample, Workplace Learning or Supervised Practical 


Experience, Oral Presentation, Community or Service Learning, CPR and First Aid, Internet 



Application, Leadership, Journaling, Other Content


Student Portfolio Content & Criteria: http://www.nchste.org/pageimages/Portfolio%20Content%20Criteria.pdf


Student Portfolio Rubric: http://www.mhc.org/mhc_images/portfoliorubric.pdf


Eligible students who successfully pass the online assessment will obtain either a Certificate of 


Proficiency or Mastery, issued in partnership between NCHSTE and NOCTI.

• 
 Students reaching 70% will receive a “Proficient” certificate.




•  Students reaching 80% will receive a “Mastery” certificate.
A complete set of step-by-step instructions for ordering, administering, and reviewing results can be obtained from the NCHSTE website – http://www.nchste.org/ViewPage.Cfm?NavID=57
A.
Certification Areas: National Health Science Assessment


B.
Test Overview: The following National Health Care Foundation Skill Standards will be included in 




the online assessment: Communications, Systems, Employability Skills, Legal Responsibilities, 







Ethics, Safety Practices, Teamwork, Health Maintenance Practices





The following National Health Care Foundation Skill Standards are included in the portfolio criteria:





Academic Foundation, Technical Skills, Information Technology Applications


C.
Test Formats: The test must be administered in a controlled environment with oversight by 









approved personnel. A controlled environment includes a library, computer lab, or classroom. 




Approved personnel include an onsite teacher, test administrator or supervisor. There is a 90-minute 




time limit for the assessment and no reference materials are allowed during the administration.
D.
Test Fees:
• Pre/Post Test Combination: $40.00 per student

• Post Test Only: $30.00 per student



E.
Test Preparation Resources: Sample Assessment – 





http://www.mhc.org/mhc_images/sampleassessment.pdf


F.
Certification Term: This type of certification is specifically designed for an academic setting and 





there is no applicable certification term. 
4.
Curriculum Related 
A.
Career Preparation: Life Works career exploration for health and medical science careers. 



http://science.education.nih.gov/lifeworks
B.
Educational Resources: http://www.nchste.org/ViewPage.Cfm?NavID=52


C. 
Program Design & Development: http://www.nchste.org/ViewPage.Cfm?NavID=62
D.
Professional Associations & Organizations: http://www.nchste.org/ViewPage.Cfm?NavID=46


E.
National Health Science Curriculum Conference:
http://www.nchste.org/ViewPage.Cfm?NavID=39


F.
Healthcare Industry Partnerships with Education (H.I.P.E.):


























http://www.nchste.org/ViewPage.Cfm?NavID=55
5.
Contact Information
National Consortium on Health Science & Technology Education
2410 Woodlake Drive
Okemos, MI 48864
Phone: 517-347-3332
Email: cstacy@mhc.org
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