Guided Reading:  Reading Like a Writer

Informational text

Note to teachers:

Annotating, or marking up, text will help students develop confidence analyzing text.  This strategy can be applied to any content area reading.  It may help to have students identify what they already know about the topic before you hand out the text.  Short passages may work better –200 to 800 words,  less than two pages works best.  

To make this a formative assessment:  

1. Score the annotated text or 

2.  have students complete a pre-writing exercise following their reading to demonstrate synthesis of information or    

3.  Use more than one text and have students complete the pre-writing exercise synthesizing both texts.  

Before reading:  look at the text but don’t read it
What is the genre or type of writing?  

What is the format of the text?  Are there headings, subheadings, footnotes, photographs, diagrams or other non-text features?  

What do you know about the way the information is presented before you begin reading?  

What do you know about the author?  Is the author an authority on the topic?  Do you know of any bias the author may have regarding the topic?

Who is the intended audience?  Why was the article (or item) written?

During reading:  annotate the text

Tailor these direction to the text and the class.  What do you most want students to learn from this exercise?  

What is the topic?  How do you know?  Highlight or underline the topic.  

What is the evidence supporting the topic or author’s position?  Highlight or underline.  In the margin, note whether this is fact or opinion and whether this is new information to you, contradicts prior learning, or supports/confirms prior learning.  

Are there any words or phrases specific to the topic?  Do you know these or do you need to figure out the meaning?  

After reading:  relating the reading to the next assignment 
What do you want students to do – have a discussion or debate?  Write and essay?  Identify evidence to be used in a later assignment?  

Can you draw a conclusion about what you read?  

Do you agree, disagree, or otherwise question the content?  

Can you take a position and support your position with evidence?  

Can you use evidence from the text or do you need other evidence to support your position?

