How can we improve our school’s SAT/PSAT scores in reading and writing?
1. Provide content instruction.
2. Develop test taking strategies.
Test Design:  see material presented in the morning session for the item matrix information.  
Scoring:  The SAT and PSAY are somewhat different than most classroom tests.  These texts are “formula scored” which means that indicating an incorrect answer will hurt your score.  For each correct response, the student earns 1 point on the raw score, but for each incorrect response the student loses ¼ point on the raw score.  See the attached document entitled “One, Two, Three Strategy” for some helpful hints about taking these tests.  
Content:  there are many opportunities to examine test items and practice with those items.  These include:

· The daily question

· The Official SAT Study Guide, copies of which were sent to every school 2 years ago

· The Official SAT Teacher’s Guide, copies of which were sent to every school 2 years ago
· SAT online prep course free to all Maine students grades 9-12

Perhaps the best approach is to review PSAT data which is a predictor of how students will do on the SAT.  It also wouldn’t hurt to review MEA data.  How did the students do on the grade 8 test?  

Reading:  How did this class do on the grade 8 MEA  - was there a difference between scores for literary vs. informational text?  The SAT reading section requires students look at a variety of short and paired passages which are rarely literature.  These passages include narrative, primary source readings in social studies as well as other social studies related reading, science articles, arts and humanities.  Students should have experience reading and analyzing these various kinds of passages in order to improve comprehension.    For guidance on how to provide reading instruction in various content areas, see handout “Guided Reading:  Reading Like a Writer.”
Another critical area is the opportunity to provide instruction of vocabulary strategies.  This is somewhat different than teaching “SAT” words.  Rather, it is the need for all students to have experience and facility with a variety of methods to unlock unknown words.  A great resource for this is found at www.literacyforme.org and clicking on the vocabulary link in the Universal Elements document.  Or going directly to http://www.literacyforme.org/Element5.html
Writing:  about 1/3 of the writing score points come from the writing prompt.  Students should have experience responding to a text-based prompt and creating an academic argument/analysis of the topic.  Since these prompts are not literary in nature, all content areas could provide instruction and opportunity to practice.  Materials availbalbe to support professional development include:
· Released prompts which can be found at the College Board website or in the aforementioned materials.

· SAT Scoring guide

· Score Write

However, the prompt is only 1/3 of the writing score.  The other 2/3 is multiple choice items about discrete writing knowledge.   Identifying sentence errors, improving sentences, and improving paragraphs requires a combination of knowing the rules of grammar and use and knowing how to make changes.  Practicing with released items help, but direct instruction of grammar, usage and mechanics is critical.  It also helps to practice revising writing and discussing the revision process.  Does the student know why one sentence or paragraph is better than another?   
The peer edit process is a great tool for providing authentic opportunity to practice identifying and correcting writing errors.  A peer editing exercise can be done after students have created a first draft essay and does not necessarily need to lead to a re-written paper.  There is value in the experience and ensuing discussion without having to create another draft.  Instruction before the assignment can be assessed during the exercise by stating specific expectations about a technical detail such as subordination, coordination, subject/pronoun agreement, or other targeted details.   See attachment entitled “Peer Edit Protocol” for a peer editing approach that can be used as formative assessment.  
