ACHIEVE MEETING

November 18, 2004 

9 – noon

Forty people present.

Check in at 9:00 A.M.

December 6, 2004 – Upcoming all day presentation of nonfiction K-6, 8 –3 P.M., at the MPA.  Only 90 slots are available, so register beginning December 1.  Call Pam Morrison to register.

Title I.  Kathy M. and Jackie G. gave a NCLB update.

· School-wide Plans.  If you were school-wide, you need to check the list.  More than 40% of students at or below the poverty rate to qualify.  If you were school-wide in the past, you need to re-apply.  Check the handout.

· Reviews.  See handout for specific times.

· Application Updates.  See handout.  On line system.  Twenty-five have not yet submitted – see Jackie.  The Federal Compliance officer is watching us.

· Parental involvement.  There will be 5 rounds of regional meetings.  See handouts for workshop descriptions.

· School Compact.  Needed for Title I schools.

1) Parent level involvement policy.

2) Parent district policy.

3) School/parent compact.

The Board must approve the district-level policy.  We need parental involvement even with private schools, not necessarily a parent/school compact.  Parents of Title I students need to be represented.  We need to make a real effort to have a mix of parents.

There is a workbook to help with this:  “A Workbook for Creating Successful Parent Involvement Plans.  NCLB – A New Name for an Old Law”.  Call 1-800-870-7646 for many copies.

· Parent Involvement Policy Checklist.  See the handout.

· Comparability.  Jackie addressed this.  Forms were sent to Superintendents and NCLB persons.  If all schools are Title I, do page 4.  If less than 110% target, you meet comparability.  If greater than 110%, you must do the next step.  If you can’t, and get a “no”, call Jackie.

· AYP updates.  

1) No priority districts for this year.

2) 2-3 priority districts on monitoring status.  In first year, 10% of Title I NCLB allocated funds must be used for professional development.

3) The formula will change with “NCLB Annual Assessments”.

4) Won’t be looked at grade by grade.

5) All schools are involved in the field test – grades 3, 5, 6, 7.  But no information will come back to the districts.  Download, put in binders K-8 so everyone can see parents and students both.  Send it out to all parents.

· For certificates, see Gayla.

· glabreck@su52.org  Gayla LaBreck

· louisem@vickery.sad53.k12.me.us  Louise McConnell

· jniswander@msad5.org  Jeanne Niswander

From kindergarten on, there should be a balance of fiction/non-fiction (50% balance)  Research shows a change in science, social studies, and math.  May not see the change in reading, but in the content areas instead.

Jane McKinney was unable to be here – she will present in January.

Louise McCannell - Writing Score Guide Continuum K-8
· The process is now used up to grade 8

· They started with the Developmental Guide for Reading and Writing as a basis which later became a springboard to meet today’s needs.

· Used t 15 years so they have lots of experience and it is consistent

· Used for assessing writing and everything is scored on this continuum.

· Three Sections of Continuum”

· Message 

· Graphophonics

Each paper gets three scores.

· Directions/Mechanics

· Classroom teacher scores first and then all of the papers go to a district-wide scoring session.  All students are scored with the same benchmarks, no matter what grade.  However the only score that is reported out is the message.

· Notice that the scores have the #-, #, and the #+.  To determine the number to – or +, check off the indicators and use the following key: equal to or less than 2 indicators = a – score; half of the indicators = a solid number score; and more than half of the indicators = the score +.
· When scoring a group/person is given a narrow group of papers perhaps al 5’s which makes the scoring more accurate and consistent than varying from 1 – 10.  If the scorer comes across a paper which should be in a higher or lower grouping, the scorer places that paper in another pile. Teachers who score 5- in the fall may score 3’s in the winter, and something else in the spring.

· How do keep papers from year to year?
· Each teacher has a crate which contains his/her class and the assessments all within a folder.  At the end of the year, the rates are reconfigured for next year’s class and given to the next fall’s teacher so he/she can inform his/her instruction over the summer.

· Various charts for informing instruction were shared. (see handouts)  The charts are very informative showing where students are and need to be.

· They use the same prompts so you can actually compare the fall prompt in Kindergarten to the fall prompt in grade 1, grade 2, etc.  They assess in the fall, Jan., and in the spring.  There is a unique prompt for the fall, Jan., and spring.  

· Louise also shared their benchmark scores for meeting the standards.

· Again the key to scoring is to score the paper to the standard, not the child.
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