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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND (NCLB) ACT

RURAL LOW-INCOME 

GUIDANCE 

FOR FUNDS FY 2010
(School Year 2010-2011)

Program CFDA# 84.358B

PURPOSE:  This program is designed to address the needs of rural, low-income schools.

ADMINISTERED:  In Maine, the Rural School Grant Programs Director, Dennis Kunces, administers the program.  Applications are on-line at http://www.4pcamaine.org/ on the Maine NCLB Electronic Grants Website.

ELIGIBILITY: A local educational agency (SAU) shall be eligible to receive a grant if:

(a) 20 percent or more of the children ages 5 through 17 years served by the local educational agency are identified as Title IA poverty from the free-lunch data of the State  of Maine School Nutrition Program or US Census Data for larger SAUs; and

(b) all of the schools served by the agency are designated with a National Center for Educational Statistics school locale code of 6, 7, or 8, as determined by the Secretary of the United States Department of Education; and

(c) the SAU is not eligible for a Small Rural Schools Achievement (SRSA) Grant.

In Maine, the Table at the end of this document provides a list of eligible districts and allocations. 
USES OF FUNDS:  SAUs may use the funds for any of the following allowable activities:
(a) Teacher recruitment and retention, including the use of signing bonuses and other financial incentives.

(b) Class Size Reduction (CSR) positions using “highly qualified” teachers to reduce class size.

(c) Teacher professional development for teachers only, including programs that train teachers to utilize technology to improve teaching and to train special needs teachers.

(d) Educational technology, including software, hardware and technology training (Title II-D uses only).

(e) Parental involvement activities.

(f) Activities authorized under the Safe and Drug-Free Schools (Title IV-A uses only).

(g) Activities authorized under Title I-A for Title IA eligible students. 
(h) Activities authorized under Title III. (Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students)

(i) Administrative activities (Audit, program administration or accounting for the grant) limited to 4 % of the grant

Note 1:  Staff Development for paraprofessions and administrators is not permitted under “Use of Funds” (c) but is allowed in applicable projects under “Use of Funds” (d), (e), (f), (g) and (h) where appropriate.
Note 2:  In writing projects under (g) “Activities authorized under Title IA for Title IA eligible students” be sure to include a statement to confirm that the project will be only for Title IA students.

STATE GOALS:
(a) Increase student academic achievement;

(b) Decreased student dropout rates;

(c) Improve teacher quality through staff development;

(d) Support technology use in classrooms;

(e) Increase parent involvement; and

(f) Support safe and drug-free schools.

ACCOUNTABILITY: SAUs will report the following information as part of their Annual Performance Report:
(a) how the SAU and schools used the funds;

(b) the degree to which progress has been made toward meeting the State goals and objectives; and

(c) the progress made on the district objectives as related to the State goals.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT ASSESSMENT:

The SAU will administer the Maine’s Comprehensive Assessment System (MeCAS).

CONTINUING PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAM:

SAUs may continue in the program after the third year if the local educational agency made has adequate yearly progress, as described in section 1111(b)(2) of the No Child Left Behind Act.

District AYP:  If a SAU fails to meet AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) at the district level then that SAU, if it wishes to continue to receive funding, is required to use all its Rural Low-Income funding for projects that carryout the requirements of Section 1116 of ESEA.  Section 1116 outlines school improvement activities that include, teacher staff development, teacher mentoring, academic programs to improve student achievement, efforts to use data to direct change and parent involvement activities.  An SAU under District CIPS status must identify how each of its projects relates to allowable school improvement under section 1116 of ESEA.

SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT:

Funds made available under this grant shall be used to supplement, and not supplant, any other Federal, State, or local education funds.
NON-PUBLIC SCHOOL PARTICIPATION:

Non-public schools are not entitled to receive equable participation under the guidelines of this grant.

ELIGIBLE DISTRICTS: See Table attached
In the table, SAUs were identified as eligible as identified by the Federal Department of Education having a Title IA poverty percentage of 20 percent or greater.  The poverty statistic is the percentage of students eligible to receive free lunch, from the Title IA state level data. The allocation is based on the Average Daily Attendance (ADA) from the start of school, 09-10 school year to December 1, 2009, and is listed after each SAU name.

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Dennis Kunces


Title VI Rural Education Grant Director


Maine Department of Education


23 State House Station


Augusta, ME  04333-0023


Phone: 207-624-6815


Fax:     207-624-6791


E-Mail: dennis.kunces@maine.gov

Website: http://www.maine.gov/education/nclb/reap/rli/rlihome.htm
Table to be added in September when grant is awarded.
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