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Q: What criteria are used to determine “high needs” LEAs?

A: The criteria for designating a high need LEA is specified in 2012(3) of the Title II Part A Statute of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  These determinations are used at the time of RFP preparation, based on the available data and, once designated, the LEAs retain this designation even if their status in these areas changes.
A high-need LEA is defined as an LEA: 

a.  that serves not fewer than 10,000 children from families with incomes below     the poverty line*; or 

b.  for which not less than 20 percent of the children served by the agency are from families with incomes below the poverty line; and 

c.  for which there is a high percentage of teachers not teaching in the academic subjects or grade levels that the teachers were trained to teach**; or 

d.  for which there is a high percentage of teachers with provisional or conditional certification or licensing** [ESEA Section 2102(3)]. 

* Poverty calculations are based on U.S. Census Bureau data updated in November, 2005.

** High Quality Teacher data and certification data are based on the February, 2006 High Quality Teacher reports from LEAs.  A “high percentage” is defined as a percentage higher than the State average.

Q: Since all of the schools in DECLA (a regional professional development collaborative) are eligible, I wonder if anyone knows that it is possible for this group, since the schools are so small, to form a partnership to apply with higher ed?
A: Information about this RFP was sent out to all school districts in Maine.  Hard copies of the RFP were sent to all LEAs designated as high need LEAS.  Although the following partners must be principal partners, any number of other LEAs, high need or not, can enter into this partnership with them.
Partnerships applying for an NCLB Title II, Part A Improving Teacher Quality Grant must include, at a minimum:
a. One institution of higher education (IHE) that prepares teachers and principals

b. One college of arts and sciences

c. One high-need LEA
Partnerships may also include:

a. other LEAs

b. an educational training and development provider (see list under “Professional Training and Development” on www.state.me.us/education/index.html)

c. another IHE

d. a school of arts and sciences within an IHE

e. a nonprofit cultural organization

f. an entity carrying out a pre-kindergarten program

g. a teacher organization

h. a principal organization, or

i. a business

