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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

7.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, consonant patterns, units of meaning — common
roots, base words, pre/suffixes

148850.002 A Common, CMN
@ Which word is misspelled in the sentence
below?

At the beginning of the school year, I
definitley make a special effort to be sure all
of my assignments are completed on time.

A. definitley

B. special

C. assignments
D. completed

7.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors EXAMPLES: Clear

pronoun referent, subject-verb agreement, consistency of verb tense, irregular forms of verbs and

nouns

148591.003 A Common, CMN
@ Which edit should be made to the sentence

below?

One of the students are going to tell the
members what they will need to prepare for
their next meeting.

Change are to is.

Change they to them.
Change will need to needed.
Change their to its.

Uowy
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

148443.002 B Common, CMN
€ What is the best way to combine the two
sentences below?

Eduardo tripped over a cat. The cat was
chasing a butterfly.

A. Edvuardo tripped over a cat when chasing
a butterfly.

B. Eduardo tripped over a cat that was
chasing a butterfly.

C. Eduardo tripped over a cat, he was
chasing a butterfly.

D. Eduardo tripped over a cat, and the cat
was chasing a butterfly.

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
EXAMPLES: colons, semicolons

148766.003 D Common, CMN
@ Which edit should be made to the sentence
below?

The rest of the team’s uniforms had arrived in
boxes, but Mia was unsure where her’s was.

Change team’s to teams’s.
Change uniforms to uniform’s.
Change boxes to boxes’.

Cawp

Change her’s to hers.
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying capitalization rules

148615.003 C Common, CMN
© Which word in the sentence below should be
capitalized?

The assignment for spring vacation was to
read the book of Mice and Men.

A. spring
B. vacation
C. of

D. and

7.9.5 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, consonant patterns, units of meaning — common
roots, base words, pre/suffixes

148780.002 C Common, CMN
@ How should the underlined word in the
sentence below be spelled?

Pat’s impatiense vanished when the movie
started.

A. impashence
B. impatiance
C. impatience
D. impateince
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

EXAMPLES: colons, semicolons

148704.002 B Common, CMN
€@ In which box should there be a semicolon (;)?

A,

B.

We left the concert early [1 and went
straight home.

Apples are my favorite fruit [ pears are
a close second.

Because we expected rain [J we moved
the picnic inside.

Turn the heat down [J That pot is
boiling over.

7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using

varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

148486.002 C Common, CMN
© What is the best way to combine the two
sentences below?

The explorer’s long journey ended. His team
members returned home.

The explorer’s long journey ended, his
team members returned home.

Although the explorer’s long journey
ended, his team members returned home.

After the explorer’s long journey ended,
his team members returned home.

The explorer’s long journey ended, but
his team members returned home.
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

7.9.2 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying capitalization rules

148657.001 A Common, CMN
© Which edit should be made to the sentence :
below?

Jason would like us to meet his Uncle, who
plays professional football for the Vikings.

Change Uncle to uncle.

Change who to Who.

Change professional to Professional.
Change Vikings to vikings.

Cawp

7.9.1 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors EXAMPLES: Clear

pronoun referent, subject-verb agreement, consistency of verb tense, irregular forms of verbs and

nouns

148548.005 0 Common, CMN
@ Which of the following is a sentence
fragment?
A. I C. Greenburg has written a series of
adventure books called Andrew Lost.

B. Andrew, Judy, and a very smart robot
called Thud are the main characters.

C. Andrew loves to invent things, but they
usually do not work.

D. The first book that J. C. Greenburg wrote
Andrew Lost on the Moon.
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Narrative Writing

(The picture for this prompt is located in Released ltems 2012 — Grade 8 Writing.)

7.4.2 In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line/plot/series of events by
establishing context, character motivation, problem/conflict/challenge, and resolution, and
maintaining point of view

150794.005 150785 Common, CMN
) Write a paragraph that describes what the climber is thinking. Write the paragraph from the climber’s
point of view.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

The paragraph clearly describes what the climber is thinking. The
paragraph maintains a clear focus and a consistent point of view (the

4 climber’s). The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentences and
demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and
mechanics.

The paragraph describes what the climber is thinking. The paragraph
may have minor lapses in focus or in maintaining a consistent point of

3 view (the climber’s). The paragraph includes some sentence variety and
demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and
mechanics.

The paragraph is an attempt to describe what the climber is thinking.
The paragraph may have major lapses in focus or in maintaining a

2 consistent point of view (the climber's). The paragraph includes some
attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to describe
what the climber is thinking. The paragraph includes little or no sentence

1 variety and may demonstrate lack of control of grammar, usage, and
mechanics.
0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SaMPLE — ScorRe PoINT 4
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STuoent WRITING SampLe — Score PoinT 3
(ExampLE A)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SampLE — Score PointT 3
(ExampLe B)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score POINT 2
(ExampPLE A)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 2
(ExampLE B)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupenTt WRITING SAamPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE A)

® Slrehgh nberdnce
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STupent WRITING SAmPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE B)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Report

(The organizer for this prompt is located in Released ltems 2012 — Grade 8 Writing.)

7.7.2 In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a
focus/controlling idea

150830.004 150831 Common, CMN
) Write a paragraph that explains what people need to survive in Antarctica. Select appropriate
information from the organizer to support the focus of your paragraph.

Scoring Guide:

Score

Description

The paragraph contains a thorough explanation of what people need
to survive in Antarctica. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose
throughout, includes relevant facts from the organizer, and is well-
organized. The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence
structures and demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph contains an explanation of what people need to survive
in Antarctica. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose but there may
be minor lapses. The paragraph includes mostly relevant facts from the
organizer, and is generally well-organized. The paragraph includes some
sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is an attempt at an explanation of what people need
to survive in Antarctica. The paragraph contains major lapses in focus/
purpose and/or few relevant facts from the organizer. The paragraph
includes some attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate
inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is a minimal or vague statement about what people need
to survive in Antarctica.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank

No response
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 4
(ExampLE A)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupenTt WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 4
(ExampLE B)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SampLe — Score PoinT 3
(ExampLe A)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 3
(ExampLE B)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SamPLE — Score Point 2
(ExampLe A)
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 2
(ExampLE B)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupenNT WRITING SAmMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExamprLE A)
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScoRe PoinT 1
(ExampLE B)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

How to Make It Appear as Though You Have Cleaned
Your Room in Only 27 Minutes — No Matter How Messy It Is

Response to Informational Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released ltems 2012 — Grade 8 Writing.)

7.3.3 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments
about text by using specific details and references to text or relevant citations to support focus or
judgment

150778.002 Common, CMN
@ Would this system help an eighth grader who has a messy room? Write a paragraph that explains why
or why not. Use details from the passage to support your response.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

The paragraph provides a thorough explanation of whether this system
would help an eighth grader who has a messy room. The paragraph
maintains a focus/purpose throughout, includes relevant supporting
details, and is well-organized. The paragraph includes a variety of
correct sentence structures and demonstrates sustained control of grade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph provides a general explanation of whether this system
would help an eighth grader who has a messy room. The paragraph
has a focus/purpose, but there may be minor lapses. The paragraph
includes some supporting details and is generally well-organized. The
paragraph includes some sentence variety and demonstrates general
control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph is an attempt at an explanation of whether this system
would help an eighth grader who has a messy room. The paragraph

2 contains maijor lapses in focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting
details. The paragraph includes some attempt at sentence variety and
may demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

The paragraph may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to answer the

1
prompt.
0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank No response
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScoRe PoINT 4
(ExampLe A)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRiTiNG SamMPLE — Score Point 4
(ExamrLE B)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRIMING SAMPLE — Score Point 3
(ExampLE A)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SaMPLE — Score PoinT 3
(ExampLE B)
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very well help an e.@\% 3m&p, Sthdent wirth
_hiS or v room.

Stupent WrRiTING SAMPLE = Score Point 2
(ExampLE A)

® T Yuk Yhat Hhis woud helpan 2ighth grde;
because m (‘oom loo 3 lkc P, anf ‘Bofnﬂ

like @ Of)eary_a witdout_ might be
Unn Tak. g—_ Vour hm 4 &afhng and _019an Zing

ﬂ\fco& Yoo. L 'have, faed Wsiand in " Voe
h My pa(en}é wa % zaéecﬂ, and

50 Wos T,
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STtupenT WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PoINT 2
(ExamprLE B)

(13 '__L -H-pd!" I+ WOUI:L_ h&lp AN eishth grndes,
W (ool help becivse an eisih orader® room S
(eal ressy, Some eighth oreders have a
Clean (oom, TheA thefe /s Some you con’d
even Cee their floar, An eiskth grader cold
pvt dirty clothes in @ hemper, Then put- clean
Clothes [a the draweT  oll (A 2 minvtes . Mafias
a bed n ZTamavies (S easSy fr some. You
can  ppen a& wihdow in a puavie,

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScoRe Point 1
(ExampLE A}
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 1
(ExampLE B}

® yeS bLeCGuse MeSt Kieds Whee-2 &
MeSSy foom , 3 priingeiorntn ThA
hempe € wourddwsriC , soldmg o trh€.
SO ynye PreeS wantd wolle ,oP
Nkl G NeAMGiee vof becdt'n 10 M n
woulLsA ol Kk,

Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 0

o I oid flof Hl P HIM 45 b
Clean H Himself
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Persuasive Writing

(There is no passage that accompanies this prompt.)

7.1 Structures of Language —
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

7.1.2 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using the
paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

7.1.3 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
recognizing organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts EXAMPLES (of text
structures): description, sequential chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast, problem/
solution EXAMPLE: When given a paragraph or text and a description of text structures, students
identify structure used or their purposes

7.1.4 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by applying
a format and text structure appropriate to the purpose of the writing

7.6 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing) —
Organizing and Conveying Information

7.6.1 In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by using an organizational text
structure appropriate to focus/controlling idea EXAMPLES (of text structures): description,
sequential, chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast, problem/solution

7.6.2 In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by selecting appropriate
information to set context, which may include a lead/hook

7.6.3 In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by using transition words or
phrases appropriate to organizational text structure

7.6.4 In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by writing a conclusion that
provides closure
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7.7.2

7.7.3

7.7 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing)

In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a
focus/controlling idea

In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by writing with a sense of
audience, when appropriate

7.8.2

7.8.3

7.8.4

7.8.5

7.8 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persunasive Writing) —
Using Elaboration Strategies

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies
by including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous
information

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing,
explaining, comparing, use of visual images

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
addressing readers’ concerns (including counterarguments — in persuasive writing; addressing
potential problems — in procedures; providing context — in reports)

In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by
commenting on the significance of information. when appropriate
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7.9 Writing Conventions —
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

7.9.1 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors EXAMPLES: Clear pronoun

referent, subject-verb agreement, consistency of verb tense. irregular forms of verbs and nouns

7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying capitalization rules

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning EXAMPLES:

colons, semicolons

7.9.5 Inindependent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling
patterns/rules EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, consonant patterns, units of meaning — common
roots, base words, pre/suffixes
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150813.003 Common, CMN
@ Ever since the 1950s, when rock-and-roll music was introduced, adults have worried about how music
lyrics affect preteens and teenagers.

Do you think adults should or should not worry about the lyrics in the music that young people listen
to today? Write a persuasive letter to a newspaper stating and supporting your opinion.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

* Purpose/position is clear throughout; strong focus/position; OR strongly stated
purpose/opinion focuses the writing

* Intentionally organized for effect

6 * Fully developed arguments and reasons; rich, insightful elaboration supports
purpose/opinion

* Distinctive voice, tone, and style effectively support position

s Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

» Purpose/position is clear; stated focus/opinion maintained consistently throughout

* Well-organized and coherent throughout

* Arguments/reasons are relevant and support purpose/opinion; arguments/reasons
are sufficiently elaborated

» Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to support position

» Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

* Purpose/position and focus are evident, but may not be maintained
* Generally well organized and coherent

4 * Arguments are appropriate and mostly support purpose/opinion

» Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* May contain some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

¢ Purpose/position may be general

* Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

3 * Some relevant details support purpose; arguments are thinly developed
* Generally correct sentence structure; uses language adequately

* May contain some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

* Attempted or vague purpose/position

* Attempted organization; lapses in coherence

2 * Generalized, listed, or undeveloped details/reasons

» May lack sentence control or may use language poorly

* May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with meaning

* Minimal evidence of purpose/position

* Little or no organization

1 » Random or minimal details

« Rudimentary or deficient use of language

* May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with meaning

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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Stupent WriTinG SampLe — Score Point 6

Deor Newspaper
Paren+s 'Hsese 0!0)'5‘ Ore Becﬂm_j Prore
Ond more Overp ro"eC'}'N? ly ﬂ\e m:nuh: and I am
outraged ! When rock ‘andd-roll music wes ,n#ronaJ in He
:?50, adults haveworned abeut the offede Hot sonq
rics have on adolescents These parents ore conumceJ
ﬁsa"‘ Ly l-sh.-nnq ‘l‘o a cel’"‘cxln k.ncj of musfc 'H"eu“
+E€nacger‘5 will LCCOMC \uv’en le dquuenfs I dISquef
“Ja’“"j %em For er reasons Sfcdcol éelow I ‘H’nnk OJJHJ
S"\ouldnJ worr/_ aboqf"H-.e ')'ncs s '”\f.' mugic. that youns
rEOP’e ’asr‘eo to {adq B
First of a” | prebeens and teenaqers gre f(’wamq
S/ ancl should Le aUe ‘}'0 })ovg_ o :Fe o‘f -H-.e:r own.
Pc:refw"'s should worry oéovf the safeb anol
weﬂ-bema; of their adolescents and 4he peOple Qround.
H-lgm HOuever $his does nof' mCar that Paren}s neec’ 40
ConJmf every OSDeC{ of ther cln’c‘renf lives! Adulls
need +o  accept Yot they can't _just morph their
arowing childrer into the person fhe,v want Hhém #o
Le Every person_1s dffer&# anol  hac different tasls
v mosic, Jush Lec:;.ujg_ sOme”s-n ] iS_ different i+ Joesni‘
mén i} is bal or wrong Pcu-enfs need to reclize Hv,s and
)\ogor 'H\e d’r‘krences Le’ween H»Elr Ch Uren and themselves.
No prefeen or Jeenager shovld hove o live i their

pofcn*s shadow?
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STupent WRITING SampLE — Score Point 6

A'Sb pgreﬂ‘ls hove much more imporfant
ngs o worry about than the mosic, that their
odolescents are listening 1o Some porents are so
concerned about the musc Yher childrer age "S"enmq
f thot they don# bother cong: der.-nq other things. To
0" of you paren4s I eaolrnq this who are u»rr.eo’ aéouf the
ef -Fed; Of' Soq‘i &mcs Or) yo v/ Ch’o‘fen I(EIl me__ash Yoo,
Rre_your kiols hyms ther L€s+ in sc},oo/? Do ,our k:Js
stond up for what is r:qhH What are Jour kids dom:;,__
after school? These are the things you ould be omrel
about. Vou may sy " But those gre the very Hwng 5 ot
Som ,)’ﬂcg 'HWCSE &Qy.s are eﬂ-‘ed"nq However, L
dlio%gee If pnrmi; are involved 0 ‘H\eff areos of ther
children’s lives  their children are proéaély not qomq o
aet into drooble. However if paren#s iterfere wth drens
such_os_music where kids are st ying Yo be Shemsdves
‘H’ﬂf‘ gh’dft’ﬂ f")ar (GC" resentil Lé’coose “;ef '—scwe no goofm/
over theic own Iives, Mose brics are near the bottom of
st of Hhingg o worry about.

Am’H‘ﬂJ’ reasen qu))’ ParEnﬁ' S;)Ouldn-ﬁ- Worry
alvou" the 3‘.{&’-"15' of San L/rfcs on y(}uﬂq Qeop’e s
that of pargokg hove rai§ec§ their childen rtqH then
L] H’\e "-:me 'H-.eur kds Qré aofo’es.cem‘; ‘H)gv w” pro&x&[y
Know hOu) o make QOOd choices. Bf gmmp’8 a SOOO
abo‘ﬁ dr rogs Pro[;a. L' won'? Convince o pm‘een Or
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Stupent WRITING SamPLE — Score PoinT 6

know?ng thol o!_{‘kgs are }\arm fo. Soreone m:q,}n‘ _
hke t}t__SOnS cimply becoxe of the beot or “”? *W’"
ot necessoify becovse of the Yrics. IF parents
enccurase ’rhe:r kids do moke <ofe Cko:ces the n

yrics probably wwor? play a big role in how
adolescents |ive ther lives,

) T 'H'l nk H'vaf ‘H-res@ reaSOng prove that
ac:'u”s do nol neeol $o worry oéou" the effeds
of Song lyrics on youns people.

* Purpose/position is clear throughout; strong focus/position; OR strongly stated purpose/

opinion focuses the writing
* Intentionally organized for effect
* Fully developed arguments and reasons; rich, insightful elaboration supports purpose/
opinion
Distinctive voice, tone, and style effectively support position
Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — ScorRe PoINT B
(ExamprLE A)

® Dear Whom eves + may Concedn,
Oinces (0U= 0nd- el Ut ihve duced

m The, 195D, contean hosS (058, ONEL pad—

ents abodt Hhe lun Hhat are Eﬁ:

Nolo._more, Hian s Phat concern & m

UJi‘HQ_*tbQ,_M_MUSL_TJa\Gé_an. _

Winm thhexe, is_ao_r‘&mjnmﬁ
photF how it il pffect teens and e
Jeers. Nt oll Songs owe bod; most help us_con-
nectBot ltjngs, in genesal, dont howes
CORtD)_OVEG 1S, 10eRS, o

MD\U. NSt ol Sonos ace, |n@p(m(&
Thvexe, e man 30%? ot Hveces ot

QnG._pledeerts t&and, like, Hhed hewve.

d_Hemes and e, Ieds Heenn
\%fﬁe, woath Hheit own Yves, T4 &true,,

Hhouoh, Thet thare, some, that oge,
napdeepde, bOT Hw, .\u'uo& Aot dig-£ Gy

af £ Mos $eons ang, prot

Lnow  urts Yo ano—a-lonag with tat,

%Qiijﬁ@ d na&t all -Q_,EZ'(\' VRt Hhesice.
remembefiy Q. Singy e,
| nm oﬁmalﬁ dtop/and Und_\jrs‘-ﬁ;d._
gm;to kn : u*;.gtb\u an

aﬂﬂhﬂg offeqk (ljou 1o \kjou Nt know
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STupenT WRITING SamPLE — Score Poinr 5
(ExampLe A)

whed™ i+ meons?

But even i you cres Yoo Lonterned
Cloout *Hmb n‘(.,s Nd, -}\%_ oul et _to
s b

OUYE. WoL, YoL LM NGET cp oS

IQ m only m ?Swomﬁ-

Tﬁeﬂ% U!’b pra.o\nc Prox ramm o (Lpte.
&1\) will Gind ‘\‘QJ{\, Mo and
moyL. 4o [Jr 1+ olks Ok \‘Jm’b UB,
‘}Eﬂnb, CJOnn{fI o MTGL mu e S then

u Lon nL, ond Roped iallu now X oul
ife. I+ IQ, W o UubOI Y+ cdone in
Cextoin Situothians Qnd thot we agent the
“0dd one oul. And, Some, of the bed ks
Qe just an unfortunete 3!:40{\ n thes
+em.

Even uohen Y look: past- all Ao
1COSNS. I+ Comes ~doun o the, Gm,\ “"‘3
lgios dorit offeck LS. teanS. For this

ation, it +apes msl’e_fo\an o Col \t/of;

Loords o {l(r& Nt oood
enoudh. 1€ S QJ vszro OO Cuooot
T8 TR ’th, A music; cut-

it Thed oo om, wond, known and
Haot's wohat offect’ teens. T4 mokes Them
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE ~ Score PointT 5
(ExampLE A)

think, just beele Someone, else did i+, makes
i+ okou For US fado e feed to ene thetdossy
\)US%GQ‘ y‘fffw fg\gj Sy wolds cue = (),
‘ln ConclUsion, uiS 07¢ the uLoJ
Haiy- lo, bleeme. " Hoen u{\d, rete e
Ne_\efvi o€, Chol(eS |, or Ot ﬂm Hret™ Con-
ceanS you, Thege, e o fcagnr\s Cor
e Ha S+tfn& do. Eaah fecyon 1 dif-
fecexst vdyidal. L\\jnc,'s Cnt
W&u\k_ 80\; fofm?our e, aﬂ¢ y

Concesn.

* Purpose/position is clear; stated focus/opinion maintained consistently throughout

* Well-organized and coherent throughout

* Arguments/reasons are relevant and support purpose/opinion; arguments/reasons are
sufficiently elaborated

* Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to support position

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 5
(ExampLE B)

L4 Dear BRCOAD,
Ever  dine cor blaxd porents  were Goung,

MESIC O3 Yhrued 0S5 entetoinmend Ond o5 .a
busﬂd&ﬁu& why nos W become 20 um.xlao,r‘?
Mwic Yod  vos  vecome popar S much
iffecend  dhan ¥he  tecnng Swing of _dne

o' ond wo's. M mosic ket m\; oufr  rodios
5 o longer Sow  loul of_te @O's _or
nearifeld Battods  Prom Ine A’s. Our  music world
hos _doken o dorck_ Hn Prom Qure  dovent Yo
hove ond  deodn. lynes _and cops. We  kind of
MUSIC  Only . pecPle  wadh  low LL&wﬂmoammmaer.
XoolemS  oanr Yo isten Ao, e ore songs
Aoy P for  beyond whaX  pocents  Loond
Mneir Kids neacing. Sonjs Wilh  Sweors _ond cucsuzj
Ohes__anod_wnish _some Bne else  woma die.
Uxaidnd Yow rodver Mere e dolent of o
f)L(MPhDﬂL‘.__S.UJB.Lf_‘n3 -_L,meﬁn goul ol , Of  ouen
e  Yeuma  Qeox  cushi ayove  QOr  Arns,
We dent wont 30 hého apbour owner geopres
Ptddans, Ll o\ howe. h_ 0 oV, own?.
e iosyand Qow  switon Lfﬂ.un____ﬁ_'lzl_\i_tﬂdlo__m
\Fuhere. SOMme  artishy oL Yhae _yeon sff)%j_as
oot yheic &u&m_mm._mdo@\

tre same. As Sfor o5 T con see Grlisis ore
005Gy DRYLoRes 3 dilferend  Opics foc  Aneir
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Stupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoINT 5
(ExampLe B)

=ng Tre Kiesy dopic {s_onorey. You  cluoys heac
SUD%S.‘QM'\:—&M—ML’:V\ \n_’sa.a?_mooeq_

\.ubo._\s_ﬁom%__io_s@u his_gxt\_&LQQdJ_Jm_Eﬂmd_

Yope s T lode . Whedner it e abeest O larenic Gp

9. L s Nl o S e o
Olways 1ros v do widh \ooe Yoese  ofien

\rclude_voulgae longuage o inagroprioie
Mm_mem

Comments and 3
¥e \ 2. AJo oorker howr
hord_ux Yy Ao iqpor iX Sex is ol oround us
An_tm_am&gmwtékn_m_._jmgg__gmm:: GrapIic
LS Anod  AESCeihe O ai ot _ewen Some
Aok about M&Amﬁutr__m on khe
rodio  inc\wdes gome%hmg ooy some soryof
Sex._Tx m%ﬂatqb_e__zx&dlﬂ_m__\ﬁuﬂ:.ﬂle i
disteseesalul  ond_exheemly et propriate. o
Who. reolly  Lents Yheir  kids m&gmnjwmm
thig?

e wpoy Speach ys used in modeco

. . s

PLCK_QP' Luacds,_.am_pu:oses_gmm_‘ioﬂﬁ e DMIRCES
ore MNofe  common  ongd Slies  'n the Enah‘sh
we use Gre bemfj mode mare. TTeens espesiailiy
mis!ﬁ_akod.__.’«o do. __bhod - tnings Ahot
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 5
(ExampLe B)

artists ore Going  \oecouse Jme,q_._’mmx it's
. Pod mosic owg cwia_. re.guﬁcx.&ims a0
d&sxfox.( Hon%e viges. Aldh not ol songs
o _Iod  we skid need™ Ao redlixe OV
Togless  Wwitnin  the Musie  Lorid. Goeit o
Mo ond My o new  sigle  loecouse
Soc Mowe  xnid ones oy

S\acect \{

A concerned _Qdm\i_

* Purpose/position is clear; stated focus/opinion maintained consistently throughout

* Well-organized and coherent throughout

* Arguments/reasons are relevant and support purpose/opinion; arguments/reasons are
sufficiently elaborated

+ Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to support position

* Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 4

@

__ o Nelnymge,
Have you ever [istened o terain rock-

_ondrollowts wihe  hove peicing apnd
_Joteos__evernywhere .g*d_m_g i
_they just Scream random words ‘H\rothhod'
_-lkr__&no Thot is what edeers and
_teers “are listening +o in fodays  Society.
T believe mt adulEs Should oy about how
music yres offect prekeens  ond teens.

%m_ ing ony rew things thed
t be,ord some porents are just

lethirg trem . Ndotls doddfe ﬁ:ng oélg_}ﬂgn
fo_utod they are doing  with

:\'_VQ_M* rs_er\\mg_'\;mldux&s_dgnw‘ realize ‘Hﬂo*
the yodd hos  ah sirnce _their time 0s
M_Qﬂd_&bLﬁ_&d;Mbe@-&
becose 4eens ove -Qndrm ot aboot 'H’lrnczs ot
ey shooldnt know So_moch oot ™ undil
‘hey gt oldec  avpl more TYD"'Urea
Mp’s shood  be _oatehi ke hn{-o
ern @oagﬁg LR Oue % (
miyu# e Sheodnt e, ard r\g_ be lieve-
"thCX\' tie kird & mosic, fike rock= ond-
oll, s \me,\pmg to infltence. (5 o Moke

ot Hre  best™ ¢hoices. Reck-ard-roll arkists
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Stupent WRITING SamPLE — Score Point 4

are dying Freir ol qetling peicing ond
4ccx+bg>;5L ol over- %mig bodq‘,wrﬁing Newy
Styles of alotesto wear, like all black” and
Olood red leather ponts G jackts  and
weoring dark black rroke-up, like lipstick
ard eyeliner, and  howing kids moke  Hhier
bedreoms the woy rockstors_ore. Adults shoud
4y 4o StopFrem Becowsse. ox_broins  arent
flly_developed vkl we  ore twenty-ore..
IF Yrerock-ond -\l ortigt chonge cur\ifeslyle
Novo Hen by the fime g ore odoffs the  wiorld
_will be_alot differentThe ppulodion will _howve
ook e peeple wWho like  rock-ard Tall, and
alot moe stors. will e oot rore Lk Hre
S{ﬂe. Yot rock-ond-roll 'p_e_cple wear Adois &DUH
worry olout Wiss offecfing kers gnd preteers
Yok the teens ton howe o gpod e olead
ot dnem,

* Purpose/position and focus are evident, but may not be maintained
* Generally well organized and coherent

* Arguments are appropriate and mostly support purpose/opinion

* Well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* May contain some errors in grammatr, usage, and mechanics
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STupent WRITING SampLe ~ Score PoinT 3
(ExampLE A)

o Denc  nDevseope L think  +hot K¢
Pofent s Shout) ke \dofp®d  olour sahok
NMoung ot listen to tudon Listesing
Kids %o mo¥= bagd gescaene NiKe
drgs aad olccho\TH con Aiso pracacie
No®NLe  Ond OFhRer \w(ong d0ngs . Some  peopie
Think ok W 15 pKes $o (0% soung
People  1aoten  fo fhis mulil  blcaue ey
YRk phot PREY afe guing ¥o g0
_*'AMM‘;QMMQ (eNent v
AT ASounger AR brlauk Thats ‘axks
Nou GroX Fo_Male Soul owfe. d€Sisgens
Tn ai, T HNnk _dFhek parends Shovtd
cgnfolt  sbaty TWIC cnildren Iigien do
Blrove e capn Offerd e ond  Obher
Veopil & wWell.Thanlk 500 £or  reading
POSy oRimon. OC  wihad _MauGie young
poople  (isken Yo, i .

* Purpose/position may be general

* Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

* Some relevant details support purpose; arguments are thinly developed
» Generally correct sentence structure; uses language adequately

* May contain some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SamMpLE — Score Point 3
(ExamprLE B)
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 3
(ExamrLE B)
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Purpose/position may be general

Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

Some relevant details support purpose; arguments are thinly developed
Generally correct sentence structure; uses language adequately

May contain some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score PoinT 2
(ExampLE A)
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s Attempted or vague purpose/position

Attempted organization; lapses in coherence

Generalized, listed, or undeveloped details/reasons

May lack sentence control or may use language poorly

May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with meaning
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STupent WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 2
(ExampLE B)
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Attempted or vague purpose/position

Attempted organization; lapses in coherence

Generalized, listed, or undeveloped details/reasons

May lack sentence control or may use language poorly

May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with meaning
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

STUpeENT WRITING SAMPLE — Score Point 1
(ExampLE A)
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Minimal evidence of purpose/position

Little or no organization

Random or minimal details

Rudimentary or deficient use of language

May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with meaning
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Stupent WRITING SamPLE ~ Score Point 1
(ExampLe B)
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* Minimal evidence of purpose/position

« Little or no organization

* Random or minimal details

* Rudimentary or deficient use of language

* May have errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that interfere with meaning
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