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Maine Department of Education, Susan A. Gendron, Commissioner

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – OCTOBER 17, 2005
Maine Educator Announced as 

First Recipient of the

Dr. Inabeth Miller Education Technology Award 

Contact:  Commissioner’s Office, 624-6620

Brewster, MA – Bette Manchester has been announced as the first recipient of the Inabeth Miller Learning and Technology Award, honoring the late Dr. Inabeth Miller, a nationally known leader, advisor, and instructor in the use of technology to foster learning in children and adults.  Ms. Manchester, Distinguished Educator and Director of Special Projects with the Maine Department of Education, as well as a former teacher and principal, was honored at the National Education Summit in Cape Cod, Massachusetts.
When considering the award winner, the nominating committee kept Inabeth Miller’s contributions to education technology close at hand.  Said award committee member Dr. Linda Roberts, “Inabeth’s leadership, vision and pioneering spirit set her apart and made her so special.  She was one of the first to understand the role of computers in education.  She believed in technology and tools for learning and teaching and wanted to build an army of creators, builders and doers all across this country.”  

The committee selected Bette Manchester because of her work with the Maine Learning Technology Initiative (MLTI).  Ms. Manchester demonstrated all the qualities that made Inabeth Miller a success, including leadership, mentoring, innovation, passion and collaboration.  “I thought the project had real promise,” 
said Ms. Manchester in her nomination.  “The possibilities for improving student engagement, learning and collaboration were enough for me to accept the 
challenge and be a part of a team that introduced digital tools into classrooms 
throughout Maine.”
Ms. Manchester was a key player who worked to bring the idea of laptops for Maine students to a reality.  She envisioned and articulated the critical elements of the project, found both resources needed to support it and became the project’s cheerleader.  Much of the project’s success is due to Ms. Manchester’s leadership, knowledge, passion and pragmatism.  

“At every step of the way, Bette has been able to bring along the reluctant and the skeptical and made sure that resources were in place and that they worked,” said Dr. Roberts.  “Since the MLTI began three years ago, Bette has spent very little time at her desk.  She’s been all over the state, and met with every principal and most of the teachers as a partner and mentor to make this project work.”
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The award committee was comprised of:

· Dr. John Richards, President, Consulting Services for Education and Chairman of Inabeth Miller Learning and Technology Award Committee
· Dr. Linda Roberts, former Director of Educational Technology for the U.S. Department of Education (and Special Advisor to the Secretary of Education)
· Dr. Isa Zimmerman, Director of Professional Education and Associate Professor, Lesley University 

· Dr. Rita Oates, Director of Educational Computing and Technology, Barry University

· Ms. Cyndi Dunlap, Educational Technology Consultant, Director of Christa McAuliffe Technology Conference

· Dr. Karen Billings, VP of Education Division, Software & Information Industry Association

· Dr. Chris Dede, Professor, George Mason University

· Ms. Kathy Hurley, Senior Vice President, Strategic Partnerships, Pearson Education

The National Education Summit, sponsored by the Education Commission of the States, the Council of Chief State School Officers, and CELT Corporation, is an annual event which this year was held from October 6-8 at the Ocean Edge Resort in Brewster, Massachusetts on Cape Cod. Attended by more than two hundred state superintendents, governors and mayors, state legislators, and school superintendents, the event is known for its unique assembling of executive-level teams that use the summit to share problems and strategize solutions.  More than twenty technology vendors sponsored the event.   
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