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Exhibit #III.A.
TO:  


Members of the State Board of Education

FROM:

Susan A. Gendron, Commissioner*

DATE:

February 14, 2007
SUBJECT:
Major Capital School Construction Program; Waiver of the Designated Year to Achieve Concept Approval for Five (5) Major Capital School Construction Projects.
STATEMENT OF FACT
In early December 2006 the following school units were notified that they had not achieved Concept Approval for their Major Capital School Construction project in the year stipulated by the State Board of Education.  Under the provisions of Chapter 61, Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects, the units must obtain Concept Approval or obtain a waiver from the State Board of Education (copy of the appropriate section of the rule attached).  The school units involved are:

Portland School Department, Nathan Clifford School project,


SAD #6 Buxton, Jewett/Hanson School project,


Peninsula CSD, Winter Harbor Grammar School project, 

Ellsworth School Department, Gen. Bryant E. Moore School project, and

SAD #46, Dexter Elementary School project.
On December 13, 2006, the State Board of Education extended the deadline to 5:00 p.m. on February 7, 2007, and advised the units that by that deadline they must have submitted a request for a waiver and a plan and timetable for achieving Concept Approval (copy of the State Board of Education’s action is attached).

The five affected school units have submitted a plan through the Commissioner’s office (copies attached).  The requests have been accepted and reviewed by the School Facilities Team.
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CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
At its meeting on February 7, 2007, the Construction Committee voted unanimously to recommend that the State Board of Education grant a waiver to the five school units indicated in this exhibit.

RECOMMENDATION
The Commissioner of the Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education grant a waiver of the original deadline for achieving Concept Approval to the five affected school units.  The Commissioner further recommends that the State Board of Education approve the plan and timetable for achieving Concept Approval to Portland School Department, SAD #6, Peninsula CSD, Ellsworth School Department, and SAD #46.

*Prepared by the School Facilities Services Team

CHAPTER 61 – RULES FOR MAJOR CAPITAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

SECTION 6.
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION ELIGIBILITY AND APPROVAL PROCESS
Section 2 – Eligibility for State Funding,


F – Time Limitations, paragraph (1)
F.
Time Limitations - The following time limitations apply to all Major Capital School Construction projects.


(1)
Every project placed on the Approved Projects List will be assigned a calendar year within which Concept Approval shall be obtained. Failure to obtain Concept Approval within the designated year shall result in removal from the Approved Projects List unless a waiver is obtained from the State Board at least 30 days prior to the expiration of the school administrative unit’s assigned year. To be considered for a waiver, the school administrative unit must present to the State Board a proposed timetable and plan for obtaining Concept Approval. Approval by the State Board of the proposed timetable shall constitute a waiver.
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