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     AUGUSTA, MAINE  04333

       STATE OF MAINE

The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on January 10, 2007, at the Burton M. Cross State Office Building, Augusta, with the following members present:  Chair James Carignan; Vice Chair Philip Dionne, Jean Gulliver, Ellie Multer, Janet Tockman, Ann Weisleder, and Jack Norris.  Excused:  Joyce McPhetres
Also present were:  Deputy Commissioner Angela Faherty; Harry Osgood, Higher Education Specialist, Support Systems Team; Scott Brown, AIA, Director, School Facilities; and Rhonda Casey, Clerk.
CALLED TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.
CONSENT AGENDA:  
Consideration of the Request from Loyola University, located in New Orleans, Louisiana, to Offer Its Graduate Level Academic Credit Programs in Maine
Approval of the Program Review Team for the Unity College Teacher Education Program

MOVED by Jack Norris, seconded by Janet Tockman, and unanimously voted by those present to approve the consent agenda.  
REGULAR BUSINESS: 
Composition of the Proposed Review Team to Assess the Application for Additional Degree-Granting Authorization as Submitted by Husson College to Award the Pharm. Doctor (P.D.) Degree.

Background:
20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that a postsecondary educational institution desiring to confer additional degrees must obtain authorization from the Maine State Board of Education.  Husson College has previously been authorized to award specific degrees at the Associate, Baccalaureate, Master’s, and Doctoral levels.

Officials of Husson College, located in Bangor, Maine, have submitted an application seeking authority to confer an additional degree, the Pharm. Doctor (P.D.).  The application materials state that “. . . our application commits Husson College to the highest quality in program development and leadership. . . . we are committed to a School of Pharmacy that serves both Maine students and Maine citizens.”  A program approval visit will be scheduled to take place in late-February 2007.

Recommendation:
That the State Board of Education approve the individuals presented to serve as review team members for evaluating the request from Husson College to confer the additional degree of Pharm. Doctor (P.D.).

Jean expressed her concern about using the same review team members for two institutions seeking approval for the same degree and asked that a legal opinion should be sought from Sarah Forster before the team is used in both instances.  
MOVED Janet Tockman, seconded by Jean Gulliver, and voted eight in favor pending Sarah Forster’s review of the legality of using the same review team for both institutions seeking to offer the degree of Pharm. Doctor (P.D.).  
Major Capital Improvement Program; Site Approval Consideration; SAD #6 – Elementary School Project
Statement of Fact:  Superintendent Suzanne Lukas is requesting State Board of Education Site Approval for a site in Buxton, Maine.  School Administrative District #6 has carefully evaluated three school sites in Buxton, Maine.  

The first site evaluated is the Elizabeth Libby Elementary School site, which is a three acre site and also houses the Superintendent’s Office in another building.  The school serves kindergarten and first graders and cannot be expanded.  The Elizabeth Libby School is planned to be used for district-wide administrative functions.

The second site evaluated is the Jack Memorial School site.  This site is five acres in size.  In order for the Jack site to adequately house the Buxton population, property on both the east and west side of the site are needed.  The property owner on the west side was unwilling to sell.  The Jack site currently houses kindergarten, first, and second graders.  The original school is 55 years old with an addition that is 35 years old.  Disposition or future use of the facility has not been determined.

The third site evaluated is the site of the Samuel B. Hanson and the Frank Jewett schools.  The schools serve grades 3, 4 and 5.  The site is 10 acres in size and it is located in the geographic center of Buxton.  The Hanson school is beyond repair.  It is a two-story wood framed building constructed in 1917.  It burned and was rebuilt in 1930.

The Hanson/Jewett site is expandable by purchasing two adjoining properties.  This will permit the consolidation of grades pre-kindergarten through five on one site and in one school.  Appraisals have been obtained on both properties and options to purchase have been obtained.  The Salevsky appraisals came in at $160,000 and $200,000, which yields an average of $180,000.  The option to purchase is for $221,000.  SAD #6 will need to pay $41,000 toward the purchase price without State participation.  The Wellman site had three appraisals because the first two had greater than a 25% difference.  The appraisals were for $114,000, $150,000 and $107,000.  The average is $123,670.  The option to purchase is for $150,000.  SAD #6 will need to raise $26,330 without State participation.

An advantage to the Hanson/Jewett site is the recently graded and paved entrance that will serve the new facility.  The present Jewett School will in all probability be used for educational purposes; however, the nature of that use is still undetermined.

The SAD #6 central office administrators worked extremely hard to bring this proposal to a satisfactory close.  In that this is a current active school site in the center of the community, a site search and the involvement of the State Planning Office is unnecessary.  Copies of letters from appropriate State agencies are on file with the Department of Education.

Project Information:

Project:  SAD #6, pre-K-5 elementary school

Superintendent:  Suzanna Lukas

Architect:  Jeffrey Larimer, AIA, Harriman Associates

Total number of acres:  21

Total number of acres eligible for State support:  Total Site

Purchase cost:  $371,000

Appraised value:  $303,670

Amount eligible for State support:  $303,670

Commissioner Recommendation:  The Commissioner recommends that the State Board of Education grant site approval for the SAD #6 consolidated school at a State subsidized cost of $303,670.00.  The site is located as part of and adjacent to the Jewett/Hanson school site.

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Jean Gulliver, and unanimously voted by those present to grant site approval for the SAD #6 consolidated school at a State subsidized cost of $303,670.00.  The site is located as part of and adjacent to the Jewett/Hanson school site.  
CHAIR’S REPORT:
Chair Carignan reported on the following:
· That the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) distributed information involving two grants each totaling $15,000.  The grant that he is interested in applying for is titled, Expanding Student Leadership Opportunities, which aligns with the Board’s interest in having students become members of the Board.  The deadline for submitting the application is January 25.  In addition, he would like to gather a small group of individuals in particular Ellie, Angela Faherty to assist him in drafting a proposal to be submitted to NASBE for consideration.
MOVED Ellie, seconded by Jean Gulliver, and unanimously voted by those present to appoint the group of individuals named above to draft a proposal and submit it to NASBE for consideration. 
· That on January 23 at 11:30 a.m. the Board and the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs will be meeting at the Senator Inn for lunch.  The Board is hosting this gathering as a means for the Board and Education Committee to meet each other.  

· That the Board’s Legislative Liaison Committee has scheduled several meetings with Greg Scott.  The dates of theses meetings are as follows:  February 6, March 6, and April 3 at 2:00 p.m.
BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:
Ellie Multer:  
· That she is in the process of drafting testimony in opposition to LD 20, Resolve, Prohibiting the Use of Carpeting in Schools.  
Janet Tockman:
· Thanked Ann for taking over for her as chair of the Certification Committee.  
Phil Dionne:
· That the Maine Jobs Council is in the process of drafting its State Plan.  

· That the Career Centers are viewed as a wonderful way to connect adults to the community colleges.  Adult Education plays a very important role in educating a population of adults who have for some reason left the traditional education system.  Adult Education is more than “basket weaving” or “fun” courses, but rather is a vital academic avenue for adults to attain a high school degree or a General Educational Development (GED) credential.  
Jack Norris:
· That the State Board has received a few applications in response to the Making the Grade letter that was distributed several months ago.

· That he continues to participate in the Coordinated Health Program Committee.
Motion to adopt the proposed Communication Plan to include the language that a quarterly newsletter be distributed when there is sufficient information to produce a letter.  
MOVED by Jean Gulliver, and seconded by Janet Tockman to adopt the Communication Plan with the inclusion of the language “quarterly newsletter be issued when there is sufficient information to produce a letter.”
Motion to allow the State Board of Education Legislative Liaison Committee to draft and deliver testimony as needed with the understanding that the testimony delivered reflects and is consistent with the opinion of the Board.  

MOVED by Jean Gulliver, second Ellie Multer, and unanimously voted by those present to authorize the Legislative Liaison Committee to draft and deliver testimony as needed with the understanding that the testimony delivered reflects and is consistent with the opinion of the Board.  
ADJOURNMENT:

State Board of Education unanimously agreed to adjourn the January 10, 2007, meeting at 2:30 PM.
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