








EXHIBIT
:  IV.B.
TO: 

Members of the State Board of Education

FROM

Susan A. Gendron, Commissioner*

DATE:

July 13, 2005
SUBJECT:
Final Adoption of Amendments to Maine State Board of Education, Maine Department of Education Rule Chapter 13, Qualifying Examinations for Teachers and Administrators
Background:  Chapter 13 includes the qualifying examinations required for teachers seeking initial teacher certification.  The rule has been amended to provide the qualifying examinations for school administrators seeking initial school administrator certification.  
The Department of Education and the State Board of Education have reviewed the current rule, Chapter 13 and issued recommendations for changes to the Board.  The rule is not major and substantive and thus was not subject to time constraints that honor Legislative review and approval.  The State Board advanced the rule through Maine’s Administrative Procedure Act process by a vote of the Board at the May 11, 2005, meeting of the Board. 

A public hearing was held on June 13, 2005, from 3:00 –4:00 p.m. at the Cross State Office Building ATM Room #103 and at three remote ATM sites:  Ashland High School, Calais High School, and Greely High School to receive oral comments regarding the proposed rule changes.  The deadline for submission of written comments was June 24, 2005.  Five individuals provided comments on the proposed amendments to Chapter 13.  Comments and responses are attached to this exhibit.

The State Board is being asked to adopt the proposed amendments to Chapter 13, and the one change that resulted from public comments received through the APA process.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education adopt the proposed rule changes to Chapter 13, Qualifying Examinations for Teachers and Administrators.  The amended rule is included with this exhibit.







*Prepared by:

Judith Malcolm, Education Policy Director/Team Leader 
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