December       ,2008 

Dear CDS Service Provider, 

I am pleased to attach the newly developed Extended School Year (ESY) services eligibility form.  As I am sure you are aware, eligibility for Extended School Year (ESY) services was revised in August, 2007 as part of the reauthorization of Chapter 101, the special education regulation for children birth to twenty years. CDS uses the criteria outlined in Chapter 101 to determine if a preschool child requires ESY services to receive a FAPE. Last summer, determining eligibility for ESY services last summer was very difficult in the absence of a clear procedure outlining the objective data requirements to support the need for ESY.  We believe the new form will assist the IEP team in making decisions about eligibility for ESY and will assist service providers in providing objective data to support recommendations for ESY. 

Part B services generally are provided over the course of the school year, not over the entire calendar year. Each CDS Site has established their school year (SY) so that teams may then determine any additional days (E) that would be included in the ESY section of the child’s IEP. ESY services are the exception and not the rule.  ESY services must be provided only if a child’s IEP Team determines, on an individualized basis, that the services are necessary for the provision of FAPE to the child.   

If a team determines a child requires ESY, individual teams will also determine the frequency and intensity, as well as the duration of services.  For example, some special purpose programs provided a six-week summer session with varying frequency and intensity based on the individual needs of children.  Other teams determined that four sessions over the summer were adequate to support maintenance of skills and to prevent regression. Services will be authorized at specific durations based on the individualized needs of eligible children, and not on a program or clinician’s schedule.  Meetings to discuss ESY will not be scheduled in the absence of parental request, a preliminary recommendation by the child's case manager that ESY services may be required in order to provide a FAPE, or the receipt of the attached ESY request form with supporting documentation. 

This form is being made available now so that you are aware of eligibility criteria. The Department of Education and regional sites will be sponsoring provider trainings early next year to answer any questions you may have about the procedure. 

Sincerely, 

     
