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MAINE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

June 19, 2009
11 King Street, Augusta

Members Present:  Kathy Adams, Karin Ahl-Geiger, Chris Bean, Brenda Bennett, Teresa Berkowitz, Cynthia Bernstein, Tom Bouchard, Bill Breton, Linda Brissette, Elizabeth Collins, Carol D’Amelio, Wendy Flannery, Deb Gardner, Jennifer Hall, Sue Henri-Mackenzie, Arthur Hosford, Rhonda Kaiser, Libby Kaut, James Kilbride, Jonathan Kimball, Sandy Lannon, Jonathan Leach, Barb Neilly, Luc Nya, Rachel Posner, Lori Prestridge, Shelley Reed, Diane Smith, Margi Snyder, Debra Sodoma, Kathy Son, Loraine Spenciner, Libby Stone-Sterling, Nancy Sullivan, Jude Thomas, Lynn Vachon, Patti Williams, Dee Wright, Howard Wright, Jean Youde, Kathleen Young (bold denotes absence).
MDOE: David Stockford, Dana Duncan, Pauline Lamontagne, Steve Spear

CDS:  Debra Hannigan, Janna Gregory, Erica Thompson
Facilitators: Jacqui Clark, Helen Wieczorek
Welcome, Introductions, Minutes, “Lunch Bunches”: Tom Bouchard, Chair

The minutes were approved as written.

The slate of Officers proposed in May for 09-10 was approved:  Tom Bouchard, Past Chair; Lori Prestridge, Chair; Chris Bean, Vice Chair; and Jean Youde, Secretary/Treasurer 
Two “lunch bunches” formed, one on restraints and a second on parent involvement in the upcoming school year.
Pervasive Development Disorders:  Nancy Cronin, Maine Developmental

Disabilities Council Systems Change Coordinator
Nancy spoke from a PowerPoint presentation on the “PDD Systems Initiative, A

Leap Toward Improved Service Systems Addressing the Needs of Persons with

PDD” (see attached PowerPoint).  She addressed the initiative components and

the process and reviewed data driving the need. She covered four priority

areas: early identification - on average it takes 31 months from the time of 

parents’ initial concern until diagnosis and the average age for diagnosis is

five; transition - the need for adult services for autism is rising, resulting in

transition services becoming critical; early intervention - there are currently
seven separate systems providing early intervention with computer systems
that do not crosswalk; and health - LD 1198 to include diagnosis and treatment

for Autism Spectrum Disorders has been tabled for study, and the Maine 

Bureau of Insurance has been directed by the legislature to study and report
Back in January on coverage under Maine’s mental health parity law and the 
Impact of amending the LD to require coverage in all individual and group 
policies.
CDS Update:  Debra Hannigan, Janna Gregory, Erica Thompson
· Administrative Letters
· Letter #18, Central Audiological Referrals.   Audiologists will

initiate referrals by calling the CDS State IEU office. Audiologists will then fax to the CDS State IEU documentation in support of the referral. The contact at the CDS State IEU office will use the Referral Intake Form when taking the referral. All information gathered will be transferred to the appropriate regional CDS site the day the referral is taken. The transfer will be accomplished through a telephone call along with an electronic transfer of the Referral Intake Form. 
· Letter #4, Assistive Technology.  CDS had an excellent presentation from Kathy Adams and Barbara Keefe and the administrative letter explains how to access information.
· Expanding Opportunities
A June 25 meeting was scheduled for the Steering Committee to close out this year’s work.  The information on the work of the group is on the CDS website.  The mission and vision are completed, activities have been drafted, and the group is working on action steps for the activities.  While the concept of Expanding Opportunities was not to work on inclusion for several years, it was important to recognize that it would probably take two to three years.  Goal 3 is focused on development strategies and approaches to increase child behavioral health services and assure that parents, daycare, Headstarts, etc. know how to access services.  The effort is federally funded by both DHHS and Education. 
· Program Approval Application.  The 06 application has been revised such that any programs approved in 06-07 are approved for three years.  CDS also reviewed all providers who ever served CDS and connected with those who had participated within the prior two years to determine interest in continuing and explained the necessary process should they wish to continue with CDS.  Some did respond and complete the process.  There is inadequate time before July 1 for site visits, so any approved will be approved pending site visits.  Any problems then found with sites will be handled as discovered.

· General Supervision System (GSST).  Through lunch and learns, all sites understand the meanings of the determination levels.  CDS is still seeking information on promising practices as well.  
· Professional Development 
· The planning committee met to discuss the primary service model and how to support it next year.  In September there will be a  two-day intensive training for those sites further along with the model and a third day for those sites still in the early stages of implementation. 

· Tentative dates for the annual 3-8 conference have been set for February for Waterville, Portland and Houlton.  CDS will be soliciting topics of interest.
· Framework Partner State.  Maine is one of seven states chosen as a Framework Partner.  Maine CDS is considered a leader with the Child Outcome Summary Form, while many states are just beginning develop methods to measure children’s improvement 
· SPP/APR.  In Part C Maine has improved from “needs intervention” to “needs assistance”.  One challenge is that monitoring from 2005 did not include follow-up so the current team inherited the challenge to correct findings, specifically around timelines.  It is very important to demonstrate consistent progress toward 100% compliance.   This will be a focal point over the next year.  
· ARRA Funds
· For Part C stimulus money, CDS is working primarily with the training committee using input from site directors, toward improving the Case-e system.  
· They also plan to contract with someone to work with DHHS to get systems in place in areas where CDS may not be getting timely audiology screening referrals.  
· Another possible use of stimulus money may include putting teams in place to evaluate staff development needs of particular sites and paying for coursework.   

· Monitoring
· Year two visits are complete.  Reports will all be available by June 25.  Preliminary data indicates improvement in compliance.  
· For Timelines Indicators C7 and B11, letters will be issued to sites regarding non-correction of compliance with timelines for both Part C and Part B before June 30.  Guidance documents will be sent with the letters as well as a required tracking/documentation log.  Washington is requiring CDS to track consistently and collect consistent data and continued non-compliance will result in conditions on funding.  Accountability for CDS relies heavily on contractors to complete evaluations so it is necessary to build timeliness accountability into the contracts.  

· Monitoring and general supervision of CDS will continue.  Future focuses  will include improvement in data collection and verification, fiscal efficiencies, accountability, compliance and performance, and stability of the system. 
Department of Education Update:  David Stockford

· Informational Letters
· Letter #112, Use of Title I Funds for Laptops.  Over 200 schools and administrative unit personnel attended a briefing on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act application process and reporting requirements.  An option for the use of Title I funds could be for school districts to expand the Maine Learning Technology on behalf of children with special needs.  At the same session Dr. Dora Mills, Director of the Maine CDC, provided an update on the fall plan for activities at schools to protect children from influenza.    
· Letter # 110, 2009 Maine Dropout Prevention Summit.  The summit is facilitated by The Institute for Students at risk at UMO as part of America’s Promise.  MDOE has a rich history with the university supporting the initiative focusing on the challenge of young people leaving school, specifically those children with disabilities.
· Letter #107, Seasonal Influenza Vaccine Opportunities for Schools. There will be opportunities for large numbers of children to be vaccinated at school. 
· Administrative Letters

· Letter #054, 2008-09 Transportation Data for Out-of-District Special Education Students, Homeless Students and Career & Technical Education Students.  This letter covers recognition of costs for transportation of children and the allocations. 

· Letter #052, Infinite Campus State Edition Year End Process.  Nearly one third of children in special education move during or at the end of a school year to different districts, making maximum use of Infinite Campus important.
· Legislation

· LD 319, Childhood Obesity in Maine.  There was much attention given during this legislative session to child obesity and one focus was on tracking the prevalence statewide.
· LD 564, Blind/Visually Impaired:  Employment.  An Act to Promote Independence and Facilitate Employment for Visually Impaired or Blind Individuals by Investing in an Effective Vision Rehabilitation System.  This LD has resulted in a resolve that MDOL  convene a group to study services and the delivery system for children and youth who are blind or visually impaired and developing plans for the future.  (Deb Gardner is interested in participating on the work group.)  
· LD 749, Assist Blind and Visually Impaired Students.  Resolve, Directing the Department of Education to Take Measures to Assist Blind and Visually Impaired Students.   The effort in place through MDOE to evaluate what the capacity is in the state with Braille and Braille production and its use is very responsive to this directive.

· LD 1105, Model Dating Violence Prevention Policy.  Public testimony indicated that young people with disabilities are at higher risk than other students and the Department is working to assure that health education guidance is making students aware of how to manage and respond to violence.
· LD 1300, Head Injury:  Athletics.  An Act to Establish Head Injury Requirements for School Athletic Programs.  MDOE will be asking for a MACECD representative to participate in a group they will be convening to study data and the discrepancy between the number in children in Child Count and the number serviced through MaineCare.  This is directly related to the issue of the capacity in schools to respond to young people with concussions resulting from athletic activity. 
· Distinguished Educators.  MDOE has advertised and recruited and hopes to engage four people, one for CDS and three others with public schools   
· CIMP/Program Activity.  MDOE has an expanding capacity to use technology to conduct desk audits from Augusta.  They will soon begin an assessment of the assignments of all special services staff as David and others will be conducting special education program reviews.  David announced success, and thanked MACECD for the recommendation, in lifting the freeze on the Education Specialist III position and expects to have it filled by fall.    
· Sensory Low Incidence.   The group has been very productive in evaluating data and are now focusing on means to reconcile differences in counts and provide best services.

· Ld1096, Restraints:  Guidance/Professional Development.  MDOE is concerned and is developing guidance to schools about discontinuing any restraints that block the airway and assuring that training is available.

· Katie Beckett.  David has interviewed a sample of special education directors and will provide information in the fall on what school districts are doing to assist families with cost.

· OSEP letters.  Commissioner Gendron is disappointed with the Part B assessment of continuing to need assistance but pleased that the assessment of the CDS system has improved. Dana Duncan will travel to Washington DC to meet with OSEP representatives to discuss data collection and interpretation and its impact on the assessments.
· MACECD Annual Report.  David stated that MDOE has been responsive to recommendations submitted.  He explained that the Department of Labor, Bureau of Rehabilitation will be having their four advisory councils meet together in the fall and suggested that a MACECD member participate in that session, scheduled for September 28 and 29.
MACECD Process Recommendation

Following the discussion with David Stockford, MACECD unanimously approved the following process recommendation:  that Council Coordination will seek to participate as members of MACECD in the Maine Department of Labor, Bureau of Rehabilitation, September 28 and 29 meeting of advisory councils to the Bureau.

Committee Reports

· Due Process and Quality and Compliance Monitoring
The committee met again with Pauline Lamontagne and Steve Spear from MDOE Due Process, who have provided much information and been very helpful to the committee.

· Early Transition
Following discussion, the following process recommendation was approved with one abstention:  a MACECD member who represents DHHS or another individual from DHHS to provide monthly updates, similar to the MDOE update provided by David Stockford, on DHHS issues related to DHHS and/or DHHS/DOE collaborative efforts toward the education of children from 0-20.  
· Evaluation, Services and Treatment

The following recommendation, a redo of two draft recommendations discussed at the May meeting, was unanimously approved.  Problem:  Is FAPE provided if CDS/LEA’s bill for services using Katie Beckett/private insurance when the parents are paying the premiums, co-pays or deductibles?  Recommendation:  That MDOE review the documentation used by CDS/LEA’s to secure parent permission for the use of 3rd party payers for the services provided through CDS/LEA’s.  Expected impact:  Clarified information to parents; consistency of policy in using 3rd party insurance payments; and help to prepare for the future when MaineCare “unbundles” school based rehabilitation services.
· Student Performance
The committee is continuing to discuss the issue of standards based performance.
PAGE  
6
-  -

_1299134530

