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MAINE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

April 18, 2008
11 King Street, Augusta
Members Present:  Kathy Adams, Karin Ahl-Geiger, Maribeth Barney, Chris Bean, Brenda Bennett, Teresa Berkowitz, Tom Bouchard, Bill Breton, Jean Bridges, Linda Brissette, Elizabeth Collins, Carol D’Amelio, Jean Eaton, Deborah Folsom, Alfreda Fournier, Deb Gardner, Sue Henri-Mackenzie, Arthur Hosford, Libby Kaut, James Kilbride, Jonathan Kimball, Sandy Lannon, Melanie Miller, Barb Neilly, Rachel Posner, Phil Potenziano, Lori Prestridge, Shelley Reed, Diane Smith, Margi Snyder, Debra Sodoma, Kathy Son, Loraine Spenciner, Libby Sterling, Nancy Sullivan, Lynn Vachon, Patti Williams, Sue Witt, Dee Wright, Howard Wright, 
Jean Youde, Kathleen Young (bold denotes absence).
MDOE:  Pan Rosen, David Stockford, Debra Hannigan, Erica Thompson, 

Dana Duncan, George Smith, Dawn Kliphan
Facilitators:  Jacqui Clark, Helen Wieczorek

Welcome, Introductions, Minutes, Agenda, Chair, Deb Gardner

Deb facilitated introductions and welcomed a new member, Kathleen Young from the Maine Developmental Disabilities Council.  Kathleen is replacing Lisa Collins.

The minutes were accepted as written.

Deb explained that it is the time of year to reconfigure Council Coordination, as one new member is brought on each year for a four year commitment.  She invited volunteers.
Tom Bouchard explained that Council Coordination had been discussing the fall meeting.  MACECD has gotten away from the retreat format with an evening get together so Council Coordination proposed that the meeting be held at King Street where the meetings are efficient due to familiarity with the site.  He explained that the two day session serves as a kick off for the new year, working on information from the MDOE on their needs from MACECD.  He indicated interest in having Commissioner Gendron speak and whoever will be in charge of monitoring, given that Anna Feeney is retiring.   The Council agreed to having the meeting At King Street.
Kathy Adams shared that she attended the Learning Disability conference and listened to a panel of two young men from Day One that was an exceptional presentation.  She recommended a similar session for the fall meeting.  James Kilbride asked if MACECD could be introduced to the two students recently appointed to the Board of Education.  Jacqui suggested the June meeting, since school with be closed at that time.
CDS Update:  Debra Hannigan, State Director CDS and Erica Thompson, TITLE
· Bargaining unit negotiations continue.  The parties have been meeting for almost a year now and initial expectations were that this would be approximately an 18 month process.  All parties have been working very hard to make this first contract work. 
· Parent Training was presented on April 8 and 15.  The program is very similar to what was presented for providers.  Parents asked many questions and were excited to get the new information.  Sarah Forster covered regulations and changes in Chapter 101; Erica Thompson covered transition from Part C to Part B; and Debra covered transition from pre-school to kindergarten.  Also covered were a primary service provider model, a presentation on what goals look like in IEP’s and how they differ from medical terminology, and a panel discussion on least restrictive environment.  The greatest number of questions were about the children born between July 1 and 0ctober 15.  The change results in more children and Debra expects more waiver requests, which have to come to her by June 15.  The transition from Part C to Part B causes a lot of discussion because CDS is enforcing it with vigor.  Sarah Forster participates in the CDS lunch and learns and focuses on the transition often.  It still is difficult for sites to have everyone understand that eligibility for Part B must be determined.  The federal regulations cover site and SAU responsibilities.  There is supposed to be a meeting between the SAU and CDS that CDS is supposed to arrange.  The school district sends out the notice and is supposed to facilitate the meeting and make sure there is a plan developed for the child.  Debra is considering facilitating a few of those meetings as a model.    
· She explained that CDS has not published any Administrative or Informational Letters recently and that MACECD will get copies as letters are published. 
· Training 3-8.  CDS is evaluating the training that is provided for those who work with this age group.  Some of their training is not relevant to the age group so different training may be developed.

· Collaboration with Public 4 Year Old Programs.  At their June meetings, CDS Directors will discuss how to initiate support and develop partnerships with community programs.

· Monitoring.  Erica Thompson does monitoring for CDS and provides a report to the state advisory board each month.  Her most recent activity has been updated monitoring of the first three sites reviewed last summer:  Penobscot, Cumberland and Franklin.  She did a smaller portion of a file review to assess compliance with the new state forms because those sites had not used the forms before September 1.  She sent letters on April 18 to Franklin and Penobscot.  There is no format for how sites submit corrective action plans and Erica adds her comments into their plans.  She distributed copies of the two letters for MACECD review.  All three sites have met compliance with regulations and the new forms have been very helpful toward that end.  Franklin had already met their timelines and continues to meet them.  A new piece Erica is looking at in her monitoring is how they are meeting the unmet needs of the children.  Over the next year will be developing approaches for reviewing additional areas not yet monitored.  She is almost finished with all sixteen sites.  Her goal is to finish all sites by the end of May and get all reports out by June 30.  She is in process of getting the reports onto their website.  Anyone wanting information from Erica can email her at Erica.Thompson@maine.gov.    An additional requirement of CDS from OSEP is to create a monitoring manual by June 30 and Erica and Debra are reviewing samples from other states.  In response to a question Erica explained that they do collect data on each site monitored and will be collapsing the data so trends can be determined.  That information will be provided to the MADSEC Directors meeting in June and will be available to MACECD for the September meeting. 
Department of Education Update:  David Stockford

· Informational Letters
Fortunate with deb and Erica outstanding managers and system as going thru this conversion challenged on a daily basis.  Efforts assure fed requirements are met.

036 semi annual cer no chiiiild  compliance requirements etc.  this is a provision continues haunt all of us in the state very specific requirmenets very specific prohib beh must be reported and what disc takes place.  Do not align with rep reequimements children being served by spec education.  Counting students differently.  To your attention for guidance about what should be ocdcuring.  Looking at how we intervene.  Multiple reporting requirements.  

034 parentally placed child 07.  again a challenge for local school districts.  Young people paced in schools by their parents and local school district needs to allocate resources to assure some access to spec ed services.  How they are dcounted and reported particularly during 06 -07 year when doing count.  Local school district required consult with and have statement badcdck from private school.
033statutory changes regarding truancy durinig this session and this letters explains the changes.

032 essential programs and services.  Effort make certain that if chld requires a program that fiscal situation in local community not be a barrier.

Nancy Sullivan OK

· Legislation
LD 2289 An Act making Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations.    A supplemental savings of nearly $2 million dollars.  Will be critically important
LD 2295 An Act to Implement the Recommendations.  Have the mandatory screening and it is well complied with by the medical facilities where births are occurring.  Intent is to assure children born not in hospitals have access to screening.

LD2303.  

LD 2323 An Act to Remove Barriers.  Was effort bi partisan support making accommodations some local control.  Center for comm. Inclusion and disability studies and dana and doe data monitoring very closely as schools reorganizing that children continue be served in their local school with age appropriate peers.  Intent to look at what sta
PUBLIC LAW Chapter 186.  Both departments supportive of intent bug .  don’t have immunization can be excluded from school.  

Begin circulation of letter from comm. Gendron to Patricia Guard, OSEP.  This lletter sharing with them the activities implemented.  Go back to deb Erica pres area most challenged was with cds and sufficient monitoring of each of the 16 sites.  We are diligent in implementing those provisions to assure compliance at the regional programs.  Anna feeney Calais had 100% compliance.  
Brenda Bennett as a parent organization the use of the electronic forms has been very helpful.  They are universal.  Kudos to the MDOE.  

Meeting needs student deaf/hard conference in sep make certain you invited and hope rep from MACECD participate.  Being coordinated national assoc .  new guidelines how this population young people should be served.

Within past week cdc have determined that in very near future 12% of youth population will suffer hearing impairments as a result of listening to loud music and are planning for.  We need to plan that this is occurring and in the schools we have been significantly dependent on students listening and hearing.  Sep 25 and 26.
Kathy Powers NIMAS national instrtuctional materials accessibiliiyt standards.  Have completed negotiations with center for applied technology.  Yesterday met with MADSEC who are concerned that standards in IDEA but many of children who will benenfit may not be in special education.  Intent with plan developed with maine Cite    Maine ssociation curricuclum directors, MADSEC, MainePrincipals Associaiton, Maine School Association, Maine Education Association to say going to invest in them with the intent that they assist us and their membership with commmiunicating out message.  

Recommendations of the Alternative Educatin Committee.  Looking at alternative education is defined by the school district.  

Maine Receives Federal Dept of Ed Service Systems Grant.  Focused on integration of mental health services in May.  Make sure children served and supported.  Looking a pilots initially in the southern part of the state.
Electronic forms – many of the challenges we face technology will help us to address.

America’s Promise – General Powell and his wife. Have applied for $25000 grant to look at effective strategies many identified by America’s Promoise convene a summit in 2009 next summer to look at strategies statewide to prevent dropouts.

Committee on Transition part of LD 2289 removed $100,000 from their 534000 appropriation.  Asking everyone if can provide space for any of the regional operations.

Maine Deafblind Project etc.  we are submitting with Perkins a 65000 application to have a deafblind project with NH, Mass, Conn to develop supports for this very low incidence population.  Conversations relative to a delivery system low incidence disabilities in general.  Want to include that MACECD would participate in its implementation.  Want a representative and a letter of support.  Have historically been disability specific.  Intent with this is to

Maine DDC has a Disability Leadership Institute recruiting participants.  Will make available to you their flier.   

Jean Youde.  There is an announcement on the institute on the website.  Kathleen is going to be the contact person at the council.  She’ll send the PDF to Helen who can send it to you.  It’s about a two year commitment.  Public Comment
Tourette Syndrome Association.  They have a capacity nationally to provide some direct something development. Will contact them.

Easter Seals Project Action.  Effort to look at transportation issues particularly for people with disabilities.  People who manage trans in the department very responsive to this population.  Children are being transported millions of miles in school buses across the state.
Question:  folks have been told need eliminate 50% of the kids from ESY services this summer and that this is a state decision.  Categorically no.  Not a policy of the state.  MaineCare we’ve been advising school districts not to budget it as a revenue next year.  C;  esy thing am seeing that kids are being approved for ESY but the standard for demonstrating the need has risen.  Extended School Year.  C:  MaineCarerachel the proosed revision of the targeted case management regulations is posted on the website.  Move to public comment.  Encourage members to submit comments.  Q:  did you say that unvaccinated children can be excluded from school?  Currently according to statute school required not let attend without.  Currently my child some vacc adopted her but enrolled in school and have letter on file.  There is a parent permission component where parent waives.  C:  mainecare  you said systems not rely on that funding stream.  Does that statement also hold true for Medicaid money coming into CDS system?  Yes.  Rules that Rachel mentioned contribute substantially to the CDS system.  Only increase in Department’s supplemental budget because n ot anticipating that Medicaid revenue.  Rachel:  the problem if you look at the targeted case manange proposal has ben rewritten specifically to comply with the federal proposal.  There’s a limitation on what Maine can do.  What can be billed.  Bill:  one of our charges is to comment on proposed regulations re spec ed.  New regs being proposed.  Any substantive changes we should be aware of?  Could we get copies so we can review.  Jacqui – staff can work prior to the May meeting.  45 days and adverse affect a presentation at the May meeting.
David – council should commend Nancy Sullivan’s participation on this group.  Many committees legislatively membership but member of legis not participate. 
Draft By-Laws Review
Deb reminded members that MACECD had accepted a bylaws revision in December with the provision that Pam Rosen would ask to Sarah Forster from the Attorney General’s office to review the draft.  She reviewed both Part C and Part B  legislation and integrated all requirements of both into the bylaws.  She also did extensive work on content and language, which helped to solidify the MACECD seamless system council.  Recommendations suggested by members and approved were:  1) in Article I,  Functions of the Council, Section A, paragraph 4 to move the words “operated within the State” for clarification;  2) in Article II, Membership to move the language that explains that  the Council does not separately identify its members as being on the Interagency Coordinating Council or the State Advisory Panel to the first paragraph in the Article for clarity; and 3) in Article II, Membership to change the format to further clarify MACECD as a single Council.  These changes will be voted on at the May meeting.  
Committee Reports

· Due Process, Monitoring and Quality Assurance

· Evaluation, Services and Treatment and Early Transition
· Evaluation, Services and Treatment

· Student Performance

Current Events and Announcements and Public Comment
· Tom Bouchard explained that there is now a Maine state diploma option for all students who have experienced educational disruptions in their lives that make it difficult receive diplomas from school systems.  There is a state committee in operation and students can apply this year for a June graduation.  The graduation ceremony will be held at the Blaine House with the governor and his wife.  The diploma is standards based rather than just a demonstration of seat time in a school.  He was asked where to get guidance about the diploma option and answered that Shelley Reed at MDOE is the person to contact.

· Jacqui asked the membership to consider David Stockford’s request about Maine’s deaf and blind.  No one in attendance volunteered.  The motion was made and passed unanimously for the chair to submit a letter of support on behalf of the panel for the project.  Jacqui will contact David for further clarity on his request for the workshops in September. 
· Jacqui reminded members of David’s earlier request for the membership to submit comments on the MaineCare targeted case management rules that are on the DHHS website.  She will contact David to clarify whether he was inviting a MACECD comment or comments from individuals.
· Deb Gardiner explained that she had been given, as MACECD chair, an invitation for a member to join the Early Intervention Family Alliance.  James Kilbride accepted the folder and will consider joining.

· Kathy Adams suggested that the MACECD annual report and the new member orientation packet include an acronyms sheet.  Kathleen Young shared that the Maine Developmental Disabilities Council has an acronym brochure which she will send to Helen. 

· Jean Youde clarified that the Maine Developmental Disabilities Leadership Institute meets every four months over a two year period. 
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