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Fourth Annual Salute to

YOUTH WHO INSPIRE
  A Keeping Maine’s Children Connected Celebration of 
“Youth Who Rock”

Keeping Maine’s Children Connected (KMCC) is an integrated approach to assisting children and youth who experience school disruption due to homelessness, foster care placement, correctional facility placement, high mobility and/or in-patient psychiatric care. The intent is to simplify transitions to and from school so that these youth can stay connected with  their educational program as soon and as easily as possible. The mission of KMCC is to promote success for youth who experience disruption in their educational program.
HONORING YOUTH WHO INSPIRE NOMINATION PROCESS
KMCC wants to honor “Youth Who Inspire” to recognize youth (ages 16 to  23) who have lived up to the mission of KMCC. The purpose of this award is to recognize the work and perseverance of young adults who have had to leave and then return to their educational program because of homelessness, foster care placement, correctional facility placement, high mobility and/or in-patient psychiatric care.   

A committee of members from the KMCC Advisory Committee will review the nominations and awardees will be celebrated at a ceremony in Augusta and have their names listed on the KMCC website.  In addition, select youth will receive $200 to be used towards an educational program. 

NOMINATION CRITERIA
To be considered for nomination, youth must be aged 16 to 23.  They must have experienced one or more school disruptions and yet have succeeded in their short or long term goals.  We are seeking youth who show any of the following: 

· Belief in their ability to impact their own circumstances and future

· Hard work in advocating for their own needs

· Focus on the importance of educational success and completion
· An ability to seek out others for support in meeting their own goals

· Experience in mentoring, supporting, or acting as a role model for other youth

SUBMISSION PROCEDURE
Please complete the nomination form on the back. A nominee may be recommended multiple times. For those individuals self-nominating please include a letter of reference.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         KMCC Annual Award for Youth Who Inspire Nomination Form                                                                                                                                                                   












         Submit one nomination from your school administrative unit, state agency, hospital, community program, or facility.  Nominees can be any youth age 16 – 23 who meet the nomination criteria on the first page.  A nominee may be recommended multiple times. For those individuals self-nominating, please include a letter of reference.  

Name of Youth: _______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________

Age:  __________
Grade:___________  School:_____________________________________

Name of Guardian: ____________________________________________________________

Your name: ______________________________________________Title:________________

Organization:_______________________________ Phone Number: ____________________
Email address :________________________
On one page, please describe the youth’s accomplishments/experience in each of the five areas below using the category headings:  
1. Accomplishments that have impacted the student’s own circumstances and future
2. Ability to remain focused on the importance of his/her education

3. Persistence in advocating for his/her own needs
4. Assistance and/or motivation for other youth to do the same, within his/her school and/or community
5. Time and effort spent dedicated to this effort; include specifics, such as when these accomplishments took place, how the efforts will be sustained over time, etc.
Send all nominations to:  Jessica Siraco, 

            KMCC, c/o DHHS

            161 Marginal Way

            Portland, Me 04101

Or e-mail nomination to: Jessica.siraco@maine.gov. 
If you have any questions, please call 822-0279:
Deadline is April 29, 2011[image: image1.png]
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