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Our Values
All Children Have Value.

All Children Are Individuals.

All Children Are Learners.

All Children Deserve A Quality of Life 

            That Includes: 



Safety,



Security,



Acceptance,



Respect,



Trust, and



Opportunities.

Vision
The Maine Advisory Council's vision for all children is excellence in education. The Council embraces life's opportunities for ALL children.

Our Mission
The Mission of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities (MACECD) is to identify critical issues and advocate for educational excellence to ensure a quality of life for all children; and to advise the Maine Commissioner of Education, State Board of Education, State Legislature, U.S. Department of Education, and the public, concerning the unmet needs of students with disabilities.

Your comments about this report and your ideas/advice about children with disabilities are welcome at the contact below and at any meeting of the Council. 
Support for this project was provided by the Maine Department of Education, Special Services, with funding from the U.S. Department of Education, Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (P.L. 105-17).

This report is also available in alternate formats. 

For more information, please call the Department of Education at (207) 624-6650 (voice), (207) 624-6800 (TTY) or visit the MACECD web site at:

http://www.state.me.us/education/macecdhome.htm
MACECD Guiding Principles
The Council strives to:

1.
Forge collaborative partnerships among families, educators, agencies, and all community partners;

2.
Network locally and nationally to gain knowledge about problems, solutions and trends;

3.
Recommend proactive changes in policies and practices which promote quality education and the opportunity for children to realize their full potential; and,

4. Promote quality education by monitoring the services provided to children.

Letter from MACECD Chair
Dear Reader,

On behalf of the members of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities (MACECD), I thank you for your interest in reviewing our 2005 Annual Report. MACECD is the lead advisory council to the Maine Department of Education, focusing upon individuals having disabilities, birth through 20. 

Presently, MACECD divides itself into five subcommittees: Early Childhood, Legislative and Public Policy, Transition, Unmet Needs and Council Coordination. The subcommittees address issues concerning individuals within these areas.  This report includes synopses of the subcommittees’ recommendations.

It is both a privilege and an honor to serve as the Chair of such an outstanding group of human beings from a variety of backgrounds, all passionately dedicated to the roll of MACECD. I am very proud of the work each subcommittee, as well as the Council, in general, have achieved this year.

We are very fortunate to have the guidance and support of the Department of Education Commissioner, Susan Gendron; David Stockford, Director of the Office of Special Services; Dr. Pamela Rosen, CSPD Coordinator; Jaci Holmes, MDOE Federal Liaison; Laurie Bertulli, State Director of Child Development Services and MDOE’s support staff.

We meet September through June usually on the third Friday. Your input is always welcome. To be a guest, please contact our administrative assistant, Evelyn Bowie at (207) 624-6675 or evelyn.bowie@maine.gov . The MACECD website address is: 

http://www.state.me.us/education/macecdhome.htm

Appreciatively,

Howard Wright,

Chair, MACECD

This publication is dedicated to the memory of 
Linda J. Mills

1951- 2004

Linda Mills was an active member of the Maine

Advisory Council on the Education of Children 

with Disabilities for a number of years.

Her  personal and professional life added great insight as

to what actions needed to be put in 

place for the betterment of the special education system.

 Linda worked very hard to obtain her own 

education, overcoming major obstacles along the way.  She 

was a member of over 15 statewide committees to better

the lives of people with disabilities of all ages. 

She was well known in the state for her activism

 and will be greatly missed.
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Functions and Responsibilities

MACECD serves as the advisory panel for the education of students with disabilities, ages birth through twenty, as referenced in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 20 USC 1400 et seq. (IDEA), as amended. [Section 612(a)(D), Section 303.650 and Section 303.651] The advisory panel shall advise the Maine Department of  Education (MDOE) after receiving input from the public, monthly meetings, and speakers requested by the committees to provide information on topics deemed within the Council’s jurisdiction. The said topics include:

1. The unmet needs within the State in the education of 


children with disabilities,

2.
Development of evaluations and reports on data to the U.S. Secretary of Education under Section 618,

3.
Development of corrective action plans to address findings 

identified in Federal monitoring reports under this part, 

4.
Development and implementation of policies relating to the 

coordination of services for children with disabilities,

5.
The educational needs of eligible students with disabilities in correctional facilities,

6.
The performance of the responsibilities for Part C of IDEA, particularly the identification of the sources of fiscal, as well as, other support, for services for early intervention programs, assignment of financial responsibility to the agency, and the promotion of the interagency agreements,

7.
The preparation of applications and amendments thereto,

8.
The transition of toddlers with disabilities to preschool and 
other appropriate services.

MACECD shall comment publicly on rules or regulations proposed by the MDOE regarding the education of children with disabilities. 
 

About the Council
The Advisory Council is currently composed of thirty-eight members who are appointed by the Maine Commissioner of Education for three year terms. The membership meets the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 20  USC 1400 et seq. (IDEA), as amended, [Section 612(a)(D), Section 303.650 and Section 303.651] and fulfills the requirements under Part B (3-20 years old) and Part C (birth to two years old).

The development of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities is an ongoing process. Members are sought from all counties in the state.

Staff from the Special Services Team of the Maine Department of Education are assigned to provide technical assistance to MACECD in order to enhance the Council's ability to execute its responsibilities.

Purpose of this Report
The activities and recommendations of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities (MACECD) are hereby submitted in this annual report to the United States Department of Education Secretary (USDOE), Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), State of Maine Governor, State of Maine Legislature, State Board of Education, the Maine Commissioner of Education, and the public.

The Council's recommendations focus on the needs of children and youth with disabilities, ages birth through twenty. The recommendations are interdependent, rely on executive leadership, and may require legislative action, as well as interagency coordination and collaboration for their successful implementation. The recommendations call for leadership and commitment to values that recognize the dignity and worth of all individuals, long-range planning, and the fortitude to remain focused on long-term goals. The result of this commitment will provide the best educational opportunities and services for all children and youth.

We look forward to a close working relationship between the Maine Department of Education (MDOE) and MACECD.     

MACECD Committees

Council Coordination: The charge of the Council Coordination Committee is to maintain communications with the Department of Education, develop an agenda, discuss membership categories for the CDS committee and for the Council, trouble shoot when needed, and provide Council maintenance.

Early Childhood  The charge of the Early Childhood Committee is to examine the “big picture” regarding the service delivery system of birth to five in Maine. Topics of interest include: medical/education, funding, personnel preparation. Personnel preparation includes early intervention competencies in related services and Free Appropriated Public Education (FAPE) competencies.

Unmet Needs: The charge of the Plans for Improvement and Unmet Needs Committee is to advise the Council and make subsequent recommendations to the Maine Department of Education regarding the development of Plans for Improvement and to address findings identified in federal monitoring reports.

Legislative and Public Policy The charge of the Legislative and Public Policy Committee is to review and report back to the panel on all proposed legislation, rules, regulations, and federal applications relative to the education of children with disabilities. The committee will also review and assess major initiatives with State and federal policy implications formulating and forwarding public policy proposals to the Commissioner of the Maine Department of Education.

Transition:  The charge of the Transition Committee is to study the high school system with the goal of assuring that students with disabilities graduate from high school with adequate skills and knowledge to be successful in post secondary education and/or the world of work.

MACECD Recommendations to tc "MACECD Recommendations to "
Maine Department of Education 2004-2005tc "Maine Department of Education 2004-2005"
The Early Childhood Subcommittee Recommends and 

MACECD concurs that the MDOE:

(Number in parenthesis coincides with recommendation title on pg. 13)

(1) Ensure the adequate number of qualified personnel working with young children (B-5) and their families, we recommend the continued development of a coordinated system of accessible and affordable training opportunities statewide to prepare MDOE certified and authorized staff. 
MDOE Update: Commissioner Gendron, with the Committee on Child Development Services and the Child Development Services System, is transforming the credentialing of personnel in the early intervention system to align it with Department certification and registration requirements. The Child Development Services System is collaborating with the Center for Community Inclusion and the Department of Health and Human Services to initiate, expand and improve professional development opportunities for personnel providing early intervention services. Special Services submitted a Fiscal Year 2005 Application for New Early Childhood Educator Professional Development Program grants on April 22, 2005. 

(2) Present to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs several strategies to meet the target budget reduction to the CDS system.  Each strategy should include a cost/benefit analysis and no strategy should result in an adverse impact on eligible young children and their families. 
MDOE Update: The plan, which incorporated the principles of a cost benefit analysis and the commitment that strategies to be implemented would not result in adverse impact on eligible children and their families, was presented by Commissioner Gendron to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs and the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs by Greg Scott and David Noble Stockford to the Joint Standing Committee of Health and Human Services.

Presentations were also made to interested organizations and advocacy groups. The Plan was also shared with MACECD and updates provided monthly. An update on the implementation of strategies will be provided to the Council in the Fall of 2005, and reported to the Legislature. 
The Unmet Needs Subcommittee Recommends and MACECD

 concurs that the MDOE:

(3) Should research Unmet Need’s problem statement: Is there adequate special education service delivery within the Maine Department of Corrections juvenile correctional facility?  Facet studied:  Written reports from on-site reviews of special education programs at the Long Creek Youth Development Center and the Mountain View Youth Development Center.


A.  Special Education Program Review letters should include:

1.  Consequences due to non-compliance;

2.  A Corrective Action Plan within 30 days (written); and

3.  Reporting mechanism for status of corrections.


B.  A site visit to evaluate progress should occur within 90 days of DOE receipt of corrective action plan.

(4) Reporting of focused monitoring in correctional facilities should reflect performance indicators (e.g. percentages, time frames), plans for improvement, and sanctions for non-compliance. This will ensure that all students in correctional facilities, receive free and appropriate education.

MDOE Update for both recommendations: On May 20, 2005 Anna Feeney, who provides the leadership for MDOE Program Review, met with subcommittee members and provided an update on the work with, and responsiveness of, the Department of Corrections. The juvenile correctional facility onsite visits and audit findings documented that the Mountain View Youth Development Center and the Long Creek Youth Development Center were in compliance. The MDOC adult correctional facility compliance monitoring work continues with the administrative and educational staff at Windham Correctional Center and the Maine State Prison. The subcommittee’s conclusion after receiving this information was that there is adequate special education service being delivered within the MDOC Juvenile correctional facilities and that the MDOE is providing the appropriate monitoring of these services.

This update also included information on “an isolated deficiency” and the corrective action timeline of 30 days for “an isolated deficiency,” and the written notice to the program which includes the identification of the Commissioner’s enforcement activities in Maine Special Education Regulations, Chapter 101, 16.6 Approval Enforcement. 

Consistent with the guidance of the Council, the Program Review activities included 38 special purpose private schools in 2004-2005. In addition, 26, year-one program and 11 year-three program visits were conducted in school administrative units, for a total of 75 program review visits.

(5) That the MDOE establish an information clearinghouse, including web-based access, for all stakeholders interested in Alternative Middle School Programming to include data regarding documentation of need, eligibility criteria, existing programs, program design, outcomes and enrollment, etc. This will result in all stakeholders having access to information on appropriate programs available.

MDOE Update: The MDOE Special Services staff have consulted with representatives of the Department, the Committee on Truancy, Dropout, and Alternative Education and The Institute for the Study of Students at Risk, on the opportunities to expand and improve existing web-based truancy, dropout, and alternative education information, including the alternative education web-page and list serv information. 

The Transition Subcommittee Recommends and MACECD concurs that the MDOE:

(6) Convene a process to remove barriers to earning diplomas for students who move from one LEA to another. The expected impact of implementation of recommendation is: decreased barriers to graduation for youth who have moved; increased consistency throughout the state; increased graduation rates; and graduation occurs on time.

MDOE Update: Governor Baldacci Children’s Cabinet has initiated the Keeping Maine’s Children Connected program, which targets four populations who experience challenges with completing school and graduation requirements, because of the interruptions in their educational experiences. These include students returning from in patient psychiatric care, correctional facility placement, and those students in foster care placement or custody of State agencies, or who are homeless. The Department continues to study the challenges of student mobility and alternative education with the Committee on Truancy, Dropout, and Alternative Education, the Committee on Transition, and the Institute for the Study of Students at Risk.
(7) That MDOE develop and implement an intensive annual monitoring process that focuses on secondary transition, including: statements of transition, inviting the student and a representative from another agency to IEP meetings, transition related content of IEP meeting notification, agency responsibilities, age of majority, and transition requirements at age 14/16 (per IDEA revision).
MDOE Update: The MDOE is collaborating with the Children’s Cabinet, the Committee on Transition, the Office of Ombudsman for the Department of Health and Human Services, and Maine’s Institutions of Higher Education, to improve transition planning and services. The 122nd Legislature transferred resources from the Department of Health and Human Services to the Department of Education to consolidate support for the Committee on Transition. The Department of Education supported a team to participate at the National Center on Special Education and Transition National Summit. The Children’s Cabinet has submitted an application to be one of six states to participate in the National Governors’ Association Center for Best Practices Policy Academy, “Improving Outcomes for Young Adults with Disabilities.”

(8) Improve aspects of monitoring to measure and to cause an increase in paid employment opportunities for high school students with disabilities.  Aspects to be monitored to include: participation in CTE’s, utilization of job coaching, work (paid/unpaid) for academic programs, and documenting community based employment.
MDOE Update: Special Services met with Department Career and Technical Education personnel to review current practices and identify data and current information on experiences available to students in Maine schools. The Department will be collaborating with the Bureau of Rehabilitation, Department of Labor, and the Committee on Transition, to promote opportunities for young people with disabilities to gain experience in the world of work.

MACECD Recommendations to tc "MACECD Recommendations to "
Maine Department of Education 2004-2005 (continued)tc "Maine Department of Education 2004-2005 (continued)"
tc ""
The Legislative and Public Policy Committee and MACECDtc "The Legislative and Public Policy Committee and MACECD"
concurs to recommend the following:tc "concurs to recommend the following\:"
(Number in parenthesis coincides with recommendation title on pg. 13)
(10) LD 11: Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 40: Medication Administration in Maine Schools, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Education, was presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs on Feb. 1, 2005. The MDOE presented testimony in support of the LD.tc "(10) LD 11\: Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 40\: Medication Administration in Maine Schools, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Education, was presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs on Feb. 1, 2005. The MDOE presented testimony in support of the LD."
MACECD Action: Recommends that the Council advise the Commissioner to support LD 11. 

Legislative Action: Signed by the Governor (Emergency Measure), Chapter 11, Final Law Type: Resolve, Date 5/5/05. 
tc ""
(10) LD 116: An Act to Ensure Funding for After-School Programs. The MDOE did not present testimony, but did prepare a Fiscal Impact Statement which reflected the General Fund Appropriations Request for over $4 million in each year of the biennium.tc "(10) LD 116\: An Act to Ensure Funding for After-School Programs. The MDOE did not present testimony, but did prepare a Fiscal Impact Statement which reflected the General Fund Appropriations Request for over $4 million in each year of the biennium."
MACECD Action: Recommend support

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action 3/17/05 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). 
(10) LD 154: An Act To Restore MaineCare Mental Health Services to Children, Adults and Senior Citizens. The MDOE monitored this LD presented before the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services.

MACECD Action: Recommend support

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action 3/17/05 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD)

(10) LD 187: An Act To Delay Certain Educational Assessment Requirementstc "(10) LD 187\: An Act To Delay Certain Educational Assessment Requirements"
MACECD Action:  Recommend support

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action 04/26/05 - Under suspension of the Rules Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3. Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD).
(9) LD 400: An Act to Align Maine Special Education Complaint Management Provisions with the Federal Individuals with Disabilities tc "(9) LD 400\: An Act to Align Maine Special Education Complaint Management Provisions with the Federal Individuals with Disabilities "Education Act, was presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, March 22, 2005. The MDOE spoke in support of this LD. tc "Education Act, was presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, March 22, 2005. The MDOE spoke in support of this LD. "
MACECD Action: Recommend support

Legislative Action: Signed by the Governor ,Chapter 70, Final Law Type: Public Law Date 05/05/05.
tc ""
(9) LD : 665: Resolve Directing the Department of Education to Clarify Graduation Requirements for Special Education Students, was presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. The MDOE presented testimony in support of this LD. tc "(9) LD \: 665\: Resolve Directing the Department of Education to Clarify Graduation Requirements for Special Education Students, was presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. The MDOE presented testimony in support of this LD. "
MACECD Action: Recommend support

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action 04/26/2005 - Under suspension of the Rules Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3. Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). The sponsor and committee recognized that other legislation introduced and being considered for action represented more appropriate vehicles for clarifying graduation requirements.
(9) LD 679: An Act to Encourage Effective Education of Special Needs Students in Maine’s Private Schools.

MACECD Action: Recommend not to support.

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action 04/26/05 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3. Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD).
(9) LD 783: An Act to Require That the Pupil Evaluation Team Set Graduation for Special Education Students (emergency legislation), was presented to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs on April 7, 2005. The MDOE presented testimony in support of the LD. L

MACECD Action: Recommend not to support.

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action 04/26/05 - Under suspension of the Rules Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3. Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). The sponsor and Committee recognized that other legislation introduced and being considered for action represented more appropriate vehicles for clarifying graduation requirements.

--Investigate and draft legislation to be introduced to the first session of the 122nd Legislature to expand the single-diploma system to include alternatives for students who do not meet the MLR standard.

2004-2005 MACECD Membership
Name                          
Category

Kathy Adams


Service Provider

Jeanette Almy


Public Education Official

MaryAnn Anderson

MaineCare Representative

Dean Bailey


Bureau of Children and Family Services

Alyssa Barker


Parent

Maribeth Barney

Service Provider 

Chris Bean


State Agency Rep

Brenda Bennett

Parent, Individual with a disability, LDA

Thomas Bouchard

Teacher, Administrator

William Breton

Spec Ed Administrator

Janet Charney


Parent

Lisa Collins


Other Representative

Jennifer Cotreau

Parent, Assistant Principal

Angela Delorme

Parent, Teacher

Carolyn Drugge

Service Provider (DHHS)

Deb Dunlap


Parent

Jean Eaton


Spec Ed Administrator (ret.)

Jane Fullerton


Teacher

Deborah Gardner

Individual with a Disability

Glenn Griswold

Bureau of Insurance

Karen Hamlin


Individual with a Disability and Parent

Chad Hansen


Service Provider

Angela Harvey

Parent


Lori Hasenfus


Special Ed Director

Sue Henri-Mackenzie

Parent

Linda Huff


Maine Developmental. Disabilities Co.

James Kilbride

Special Education Director

Jonathan Kimball

Program Admin, Private 


Ellis King


Dept. of  Corrections (adult )

Melissa Kneeland

Parent

Kim Megrath


Service Provider

Linda Mills


Individual with a Disability

Kathy Neill


SAD 34

Barbara Neilly


Principal  (Elementary)

Kathleen Noonan

Parent,  Provider

Rachel Posner


State Agency Rep

Eric Reburn


Maine Correctional Center

Shelley Reed


Homeless Children/Youth Rep

Judy Reidt-Parker

Head Start Rep

Lisa Smith


Parent

Margaret Snyder 

Service Provider

Kathy Son


Parent

Loraine Spenciner

Personnel Prep

Libby Stone-Sterling

Voc/ Trans Service Provider

Nancy Sullivan

State Legislator/Teacher

Meg Waters


Spec Ed Administrator

Patti Williams


State Agency/Early Inter.

Susan Witt


Parent

Dee and Howard Wright
Grandparents

Dept. of  Education Contact
Pamela Clark Rosen, Ed.D.




Maine Department of Education





23 State House Station





Augusta, ME 04333





(207) 624-6648





pam.rosen@maine.gov

Technical Assistants

Laurie Bertulli





Maine Department of Education





23 State House Station





Augusta, ME 04333





(207) 624-6660





laurie.bertulli@maine.gov





Evelyn T. Bowie





Maine Department of Education





23 State House Station





(207) 624-6675





evelyn.bowie@maine.gov

Facilitators


Jacqui Clark





Mediation and Facilitation Resources





11 King Street





Augusta, ME  04330





(207) 622-1429





mediate@mediateresources.com





Helen Wieczorek





Training & Facilitation Services





49 Mallard Lane





Winthrop, ME  04364





(207)377-9791





 helenwieczorek@ctel.net
