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Our Values
All Children Have Value.

All Children Are Individuals.

All Children Are Learners.

All Children Deserve A Quality of Life 

          

That Includes: 



Safety,



Security,



Acceptance,



Respect,



Trust, and




Opportunities.

The Maine Department of Education (MDOE)  ensures equal employment, equal education opportunities, and affirmative action regardless of race, sex, color, national origin, religion, marital status, age, or disability. The State received $36,939,860 in P.L. 105-17, Part B IDEA federal funds for the 2002-2003 school year. The publication of this booklet is paid from Part B funds; there are no local or State funds used in this activity. Printed under Appropriation # 013-05A-7154-12. 
This report is also available in alternate formats. 

For more information, please call the Department of Education at (207) 624-6650 (voice), (207) 624-6800 (TTY) or visit the MACECD web site at  

http://www.state.me.us/education/macecdhome.htm
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Vision
The Advisory Council's vision for all children is excellence in education. The Council embraces life's opportunities for ALL children.

 Our Mission
The Mission of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities is to identify critical issues and advocate for educational excellence to ensure a quality of life for all children; and to advise the Maine Commissioner of Education, State Board of Education, State Legislature, U.S. Department of Education, and the public concerning the unmet needs of students with disabilities.

Purpose of this Report
The activities and recommendations of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities (MACECD) are hereby submitted in this annual report to the United States Department of Education Secretary (USDOE), Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), State of Maine Governor, State of Maine Legislature, State Board of Education, the Maine Commissioner of Education, and the public.

The Council's recommendations focus on the needs of children and youth with disabilities, ages birth through twenty. The recommendations are interdependent, rely on executive leadership, and may require legislative action, as well as interagency coordination and collaboration for their successful implementation. The recommendations call for leadership and commitment to values that recognize the dignity and worth of all individuals, long-range planning, and the fortitude to remain focused on long-term goals. The result of this commitment will provide the best educational opportunities and services for all children and youth.

We look forward to a close working relationship between the Maine Department of Education (MDOE) and MACECD. 
About the Council

The Advisory Council is currently composed of thirty-eight members who are appointed by the Maine Commissioner of Education for three year terms. The membership meets the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 20  USC 1400 et seq. (IDEA), as amended, [Section 612(a)(D), Section 303.650 and Section 303.651] and fulfills the requirements under Part B (3-20 years old) and Part C (birth to two years old).

The development of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities is an ongoing process. Members are sought from all counties in the state.

Staff from the Special Services Office of the Maine Department of Education are assigned to provide technical assistance to MACECD in order to enhance the Council's ability to execute its responsibilities.


Functions and Responsibilities

MACECD serves as the advisory panel for the education of students with disabilities, ages birth through twenty as referenced in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 20 USC 1400 et seq. (IDEA), as amended. [Section 612(a)(D), Section 303.650 and Section 303.651] The advisory panel shall advise the Maine Department of  Education (MDOE):

1. On the unmet needs within the State in the education of 


children with disabilities,

2.
In developing evaluations and reporting on data to the U.S. Secretary of Education under Section 618,

3.
In developing corrective action plans to address findings 

identified in Federal monitoring reports under this part, 

4.
In developing and implementing policies relating to the co-


ordination of services for children with disabilities,

5.
On the educational needs of eligible students with disabilities in 

correctional facilities,

6.
In the performance of the responsibilities for Part C of IDEA, particularly the identification of the sources of fiscal and other support for services for early intervention programs, assignment of financial responsibility to the agency, and the promotion of the interagency agreements,

7.
In the preparation of applications and amendments thereto,

8.
In the transition of toddlers with disabilities to preschool and other appropriate services.


MACECD shall comment publicly on rules or regulations proposed by the MDOE regarding the education of children with disabilities. MACECD  shall submit an annual report to the Governor and to the U.S. Secretary of Education on the status of early intervention programs for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families operated within the State.
     

MACECD Guiding Principles
The Council strives to:

1.
Forge collaborative partnerships among families, educators, agencies, 


and all community partners;

2.
Network locally and nationally to gain knowledge about 


problems, solutions and trends;

3.
Recommend proactive changes in policies and practices which promote quality education and the opportunity for children to realize their full potential; and,

4.
Promote quality education by monitoring the services provided to 

children.

MACECD Committees

CDS  and Transition:  This committee works in conjunction with the State CDS office and MDOE, and studies contemporary issues affecting early intervention services (children birth-5) in the state, such as transitions, personnel preparation, child find, public awareness and current research.


Council Coordination:  This committee develops the agenda and annual report, communicates with DOE, provides oversight of council resources including membership development and  liaison among inter-committee groups. The proposed committee membership is: chair, vice chair, secretary/treasurer, past chair. It is a standing committee and will address committee and member issues.

Interagency Collaboration:  This committee identifies, prioritizes and promotes improved communication and coordination among agencies/

organizations involved in the education of individuals with disabilities 

under IDEA.

Legislative:  This committee reviews and reports to the panel on all proposed legislation, rules, regulations and federal applications relative to the education of individuals with disabilities. This could include sponsoring legislation and submitting testimony at hearings.

Unmet Needs:  This committee, based on information received from a variety of sources, including the steering committee, stakeholders and DOE staff, reviews areas of needs that have not yet been met and makes recommendations toward addressing those needs.

MACECD Recommendations 2002-2003

Recommendation: The Interagency Committee formally recommends that the Children’s Cabinet be responsible for developing, monitoring and reviewing memoranda of understandings between agencies, including the Department of Safety.
Recommendation: The Interagency Committee formally recommends that the cooperative agreements between MDOE and the Department of Corrections (1989), be revised with current statute and distributed with copies to this council by January 2004.

Recommendation: That DOE explore ways to provide a comprehensive system to deliver information to case management agencies regarding the Pupil Evaluation Team (PET) process. This information should include the knowledge of, and respect for, the process, understanding of the partnership between and among schools, families and agencies to assure appropriate and cohesive services for children with disabilities.

Recommendation: That DOE develop a plan for implementation of the monitoring of private special purpose schools by September 2003.

The Council recognizes the current agreement that exists between MDOE and Department of Behavioral and Developmental Services (DBDS) (2002).

Recommendations Made to the Maine Joint Standing 

Committee on Education Regarding Legislation

LD 390: An Act to Raise the High School Dropout Age.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support this bill.

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action 4/8/03 - Under suspension of the Rules Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). There are no amendments listed.
LD 420: An Act Regarding the School Board of the Governor Baxter School for the Deaf.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support this bill.

Legislative Action: Signed by the Governor, Chapter 115, Final Law Type: Public Law, Date: 5/08/03. The bill passed with an amendment.

LD 553: To Study the Needs of Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Children and Adolescents.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support this bill with the amendment that, of the 12 members on the task force, an educator of the deaf or hard-of hearing and an individual who is deaf or hard-of-hearing be included.

Legislative Action: Signed by Governor, Chapter 84, Final Law Type: Resolve, 6/23/03. The bill passed with amendments.

LD 800: Resolve to Provide Training on Autistic Behaviors to Crisis Professionals.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support this bill.

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action: 5/5/03 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). There are no amendments listed.

LD 825: An Act to Establish a Special Education Secondary School Diploma

Action: The Council voted to not support this bill.

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action: 3/31/03 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). There are no amendments listed.

LD 957: Act to Retain Teachers Holding Targeted Need Area Certificates. 

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support this bill.

Legislative Action: Signed by Governor, Chapter 445, Final Law Type: Public Law, 6/09/03. The bill was passed with amendments. 

LD 1229 is an Act To Provide School Vouchers to Students in Overcrowded Schools.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to not support this bill.
Legislative Action: Last Senate Action: 4/8/03 - Under suspension of the Rules Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). There are no amendments listed.
LD 1291 is An Act To Establish a System of Advocacy and Oversight To Benefit Persons with Mental Retardation and Autism.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to not support this bill.

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action: 6/14/03 - Carried over to any special or regular session of the 121st Legislature pursuant to joint order HP 121, in concurrence. There are no amendments listed.

LD 1133 Resolve to Establish the Study Committee to Study the Feasibility of a Four-Year High School Vocational Program.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support this bill.

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action: 4/10/03 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). There are no amendments listed.
LD1303 is an Act to Provide Full State Funding for Special 

Education Costs.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support this bill.

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action: 4/16/03 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). There are no amendments listed.

LD 1364 to Resolve, To Establish the Commission To Identify the Opportunities to Decrease the Occurrence of Developmental Disabilities and Childhood Mental Health Challenges.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support this LD with the amendment that a representative from public education, a special educator and a representative from the university be included on the Commission.
Legislative Action: Signed by the Governor, Chapter 69, Final Law Type: Resolve, 6/06/03. The bill passed with an amendment.

LD 1365 An Act To Assist Maine Educators in Meeting the Quality Requirements of the Federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

MACECD Action: The Council recommended that the LD include a representative from public education, a special educator and a representative from the university.

Legislative Action: 6/14/03 - Carried over to any special or regular session of the 121st Legislature pursuant to joint order HP 1212, in concurrence. There are no amendments listed.

LD 1374 An Act To Ensure That No Maine Child Is Left behind by Improving the Overall Education of Disadvantaged Children and Complying with New Federal Education Funding.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to not support the LD because there was no reference to IDEA or any assurance that students with disabilities will be addressed.
Legislative Action: Last Senate Action: 4/16/03 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD). There are no amendments listed.

LD 1391 An Act To Approve Public Charter Schools in Maine.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support the LD with the amendment that a certified special education teacher would be required to work with enrolled students with disabilities.
Legislative Action: Last Senate Action: 5/21/03 - Reports READ On motion by Senator BRENNAN of Cumberland Majority Ought Not To Pass Report ACCEPTED Roll Call Ordered Roll Call Number 69 (Yeas 22 - Nays 13 - Excused 0 - Absent 0 ) Sent down for concurrence. The bill has an amendment.

LD 1577 is An Act To Amend and Improve the Education Laws.

MACECD Action: The Council voted to support this bill.

Legislative Action: Signed by the Governor, Chapter 477, Final Law Type: Public Law, 6/20/03. The bill passed with amendments.

Recommendations for Study by the MDOE

That MDOE study the effectiveness of alternatives in education at all levels to determine whether a range of alternatives for students have desired outcomes such as, but not limited to, decreased need for special services and lower dropout rates. 

That MDOE collaborate with DBDS to conduct a workshop to enhance communication and coordination of services, explain functions of case managers, case management services under DBDS. 

That MDOE develop an ongoing knowledge base of case management agencies to support family and school districts at PET’s/ECT’s and wherever case management service agencies make contact.

2002- 2003 MACECD Membership
Name                          
Category

Jeanette Almy
Local education official

Kathy Adams
Provider of services

Alyssa Barker
Parent

Tonia Boterf



   Parent

Thomas Bouchard
Special Education Admin for    


private school program

William Breton
Special Education Administrator

Brenda Clough
CDS Site Director

Angela Delorme
Parent, teacher

Grace Denison 
Higher education  institute, 


personnel prep

Deb Dunlap
Parent

Donna Dwyer
Parent

Jean Eaton
Special Education              



Administrator (retired)

Deborah Gardner
Individual with a disability

Glenn Griswold
Bureau of Insurance


Karen Hamlin
Individual with disability, parent

Lori Hasenfus
Special Ed Director, Juvenile Corrections

Sue Henri-MacKenzie
Parent

Sue Holinger



    Provider

Jonathan Kimball
Program  Admin, Private Sector

Ellis King
Dept. of  Corrections (adult services)

Norma Manter
Local education official

Linda Mills
Individual with a disability

Barbara Neilly
Principal, individual with learning 


disability 


Kathleen Noonan
Parent, provider

Peter Rice
Disability Rights Center

Pam Rosen
Department of Education

Louise Sidelinger
Dept. of Labor, Voc. Rehab

Margaret Snyder 
Provider of services

Loraine Spenciner
Personnel Prep

Libby Stone-Sterling
Vocational/transition service 


provider

Dan Sullivan
Special Ed Administrator

Nancy Sullivan
State legislator

Ron Taglienti
Dept. of Behavioral & Dev. Services

Deb Twomey
Parent

Toni Wall
Dept. of Human Services

Meg Waters
Special Education Administrator

Susan Witt
Parent

Dee and Howard Wright

   Grandparents

Dept. of  Education Contact
Pamela Clark Rosen, Ed.D.




Maine Department of Education





23 State House Station





Augusta, ME 04333





(207) 624-6648





pam.rosen@maine.gov

Technical Assistants

Joanne C. Holmes 





Maine Department of Education





146 State House Station





Augusta, ME 04333





(207) 624-6660





jaci.holmes@maine.gov





Laurie Bertulli





Maine Department of Education





23 State House Station





Augusta, ME 04333





(207) 624-6660





laurie.bertulli@maine.gov





Evelyn T. Bowie





Maine Department of Education





23 State House Station





Augusta, ME 04333





(207) 624-6679





evelyn.bowie@maine.gov

Facilitator:


Jacqui Clark





Mediation and Facilitation Resources





11 King Street





Augusta, ME  04330





(207) 622-1429





mediate@prexar.net
