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Our Values
All Children Have Value.

All Children Are Individuals.

All Children Are Learners.

All Children Deserve A Quality of Life 

            That Includes: 



Safety,



Security,



Acceptance,



Respect,



Trust, and




Opportunities.

The Maine Department of Education ensures equal employment, equal education opportunities, and affirmative action regardless of race, sex, color, national origin, religion, marital status, age, or disability. The State received $34,113,860 in P.L. 105-17, Part B IDEA federal funds for the 2001-2002 school year. The publication of this booklet is paid 100 per cent from Part B funds; there are no local or state funds used in this activity. Printed under Appropriation # 013-05A-7154-12. 
This report is also available in alternative formats. 

Please call  the Department of Education at (207) 624-6650 (voice), (207) 624-6800 (TTY) or visit the MACECD web site at  

http://www.state.me.us/education/macecdhome.htm 

for more information.
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Purpose of this Report
The activities and recommendations of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities (MACECD) are hereby submitted in this annual report to the United States Department of Education Secretary (USDOE), Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), State of Maine Governor, State of Maine Legislature, State Board of Education, the Maine Commissioner of Education, and the public.
The Council's recommendations focus on the needs of children and youth with disabilities, ages birth through twenty. The recommendations are interdependent, rely on executive leadership, and may require legislative action, as well as interagency coordination and collaboration for their successful implementation. The recommendations call for leadership and commitment to values that recognize the dignity and worth of all individuals, long-range planning, and the fortitude to remain focused on long-term goals. The result of this commitment will provide the best educational opportunities and services for all children and youth.

We look forward to a close working relationship between the Maine Department of Education (MDOE) and MACECD. 
About the Council

The Advisory Council is currently composed of thirty-two members who are appointed by the Maine Commissioner of Education for three year terms. The membership meets the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 20  USC 1400 et seq. (IDEA), as amended, [Section 612(a)(D), Section 303.650 and Section 303.651] and fulfills the requirements under Part B (3-20 years old) and Part C (birth to two years old).

The development of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities is an ongoing process.

Staff from the Special Services Office of the Maine Department of Education are assigned to provide technical assistance to MACECD in order to enhance the Council's ability to execute its responsibilities.


Functions and Responsibilities

MACECD serves as the advisory panel for the education of students with disabilities,  ages birth through twenty as referenced in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 20  USC 1400 et seq. (IDEA), as amended. [Section 612(a)(D), Section 303.650 and Section 303.651]   The advisory panel shall advise the Maine 
Department of  Education (MDOE):

1.
On the unmet needs within the State in the education of children with disabilities,


2.
In developing evaluations and reporting on data to the U.S. Secretary of Education under Section 618,

3.
In developing corrective action plans to address findings 
identified in Federal monitoring reports under this part, 

4.
In developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for children with disabilities,

5.
On the educational needs of eligible students with disabilities in correctional facilities,

6.
In the performance of the responsibilities for Part C of IDEA,     particularly the identification of the sources of fiscal and other support for services for early intervention programs,  
assignment of financial responsibility to the agency, and the promotion of the interagency agreements,

7.
In the preparation of applications and amendments thereto,

8.
In the transition of toddlers with disabilities to preschool and other appropriate services.


MACECD Shall comment publicly on rules or regulations proposed by the MDOE regarding the education of children with disabilities.

MACECD  shall submit an annual report to the Governor and to the   U.S. Secretary of Education on the  status of early intervention programs for infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families operated within the State.
     

Vision
The Advisory Council's vision for all children is excellence in education. The Council embraces life's opportunities for ALL children.

 Our Mission

The Mission of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities is to identify critical issues and advocate for educational excellence to ensure a quality of life for all children; and to advise the Maine Commissioner of Education, State Board of Education, State Legislature, U.S. Department of Education, and the public concerning the unmet needs of students with disabilities.

MACECD Guiding Principles
The Council strives to:

1.
Forge collaborative partnerships among families, educators, agencies, and all community partners;

2.
Network locally and nationally to gain knowledge about problems, solutions and trends;

3.
Recommend proactive changes in policies and practices which promote quality education and the opportunity for children to realize their full potential; and

4. Promote quality education by monitoring the services provided to children.

Focus Areas 2001-2002
Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process

       The Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities, ages birth through twenty, has spent the last two years completing a self-assessment of the status of special education in Maine for the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) using the Continuous Improvement Monitoring Process (CIMP) developed by OSEP.

        The first phase  of the Continuous Improvement Monitoring 
Process was Self Assessment. The State appointed MACECD as the core of the  steering committee and added additional members to broaden the perspective. The stakeholders representing diverse perspectives, developed and implemented a self-assessment that analyzed how successful the State has been in achieving compliance and how well the State has improved results for children with disabilities and their families.

The Steering Committee studied the eight areas supplied by OSEP:

1.
General Supervision, Part B & C,

2.
Early Intervention Services in Natural Environments, 


Part C,

3.
Early Childhood Transition, Part C,

4.
Free Appropriate Public Education, Part B,

5.
Secondary Transition, Part B,

6.
Comprehensive Public Awareness & Child Find System, 


Part C,

7.
Family Centered Services, Part C,

8.
Parent Involvement, Part B.


During the Spring of 2002, with the assistance of the Northeast Regional Resource Center (NERRC), focus groups and public forums were conducted throughout the state to obtain additional information pertaining to the CIMP. The Steering Committee developed recommendations that will be included in a report to be submitted to OSEP in October 2002.

Recommendations

MACECD recommends that:

Young children, students and their families are supported by policies of a comprehensive service system that facilitates their participation, leadership and successful transition into adult life as contributors to their community.


Data are used systematically to improve systems and outcomes for students with disabilities and analysis includes techniques to help understand the significance of the data being examined, e.g. tracking trends over time.


 Young children and their families from all cultures and geographic regions receive equitable services from a State system that include: coordination by State level personnel; a director for each School Administrative Unit (SAU); a number of providers such that all children deemed eligible will receive services; system-wide monitoring tools that measure outcomes in progress made by children; collaboration with State agencies and providers; assurance that parents and other stakeholders have access to current resources; opportunities to make decisions from an array of choices and information about best practices.


 Personnel and parents participate in continuous learning that is evidenced by the use of promising practices and positive results for children and youth with disabilities.


Parents are welcomed, supported and encouraged to be true partners in not only their own child’s education, but also in all aspects of educational planning and improvement on the community and state levels.
2001- 2002 MACECD Membership
Name                        
Category

Jeanette Almy
Local education official

Kathy Adams
Provider of services

Alyssa Barker
Parent

Joy Brannan
Provider of services


Tonia Boterf



   Parent, Maine Development 






   Disabilities Council


Thomas Bouchard
Special  Education Admin, for private school program

William Breton
Special Education Administrator

Tera Coull
Parent,  ME Parent Federation

Kathy Crawford
Bureau of Insurance

Angela Delorme
Paren, teacher

Grace Denison 
Higher  education  institute, 


personnel prep

Jean Eaton
Special Education              



Administrator (retired)

Buzz Gamble
Dept. of Education

Deborah Gardner
Individual with a disability


Karen Hamlin
Individual with disability, parent

Mary Harmon



   Parent, provider
2001- 2002 MACECD Membership
Name
Category
Sue Henri-MacKenzie
Parent

Sue Holinger
Parent

Jonathan Kimball
Program  administrator, service provider

Ellis King
Parent, Dept. of  Corrections

Janice LaChance
Parent

Norma Manter
Local education official,        


Principal

Barbara Neilly
Principal, individual with 


learning disability 


Kathleen Noonan
Parent,  private program

Louise Sidelinger
Dept. of Labor, Voc. Rehab

Margaret Snyder 
Provider of services

Libby Stone-Sterling
Vocational/transition service 


provider

Nancy Sullivan
State legislator

Deb Twomey
Parent,  UCEDD/higher  


education  institute

Toni Wall
Dept. of Human Services

Meg Waters
Special Education Administrator

Margo Wright
Special Education Director, 


Corrections

Dee and Howard Wright

   Grandparents, personnel prep


Membership by County:
Androscoggin:
Tom  Bouchard

Angela Delorme

Sue Holinger

Margaret Snyder

Aroostook:
Norma Manter

Cumberland:

Kathy Adams

Alyssa Barker

Deb Twomey

MegWaters

Margo Wright

Franklin:

Grace Denison

Hancock:

William Breton

Barbara Neilly

Kennebec:

Tera Coull

Buzz Gamble

Karen Hamlin
Ellis King

Janice LaChance

Louise Sidelinger

Toni Wall

Tonia Boterf

Knox:

Joy Brannan

Lincoln:
Kathy Crawford

Jean Eaton

Dee Wright 

Howard Wright

Oxford:

Jeanette Almy

Penobscot:

Kathleen Noonan

Piscataquis:

vacant

Sagadahoc:

Jonathan Kimball

Libby Stone-Sterling

Somerset:

Vacant

Waldo:

Vacant

Washington:

Deborah Gardner

York:
Mary Harmon

Nancy Sullivan

Sue Henri-McKenzi

