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Our Values
All Children Have Value.

All Children Are Individuals.

All Children Are Learners.

All Children Deserve A Quality of Life 

            That Includes: 



Safety,



Security,



Acceptance,



Respect,



Trust, and



Opportunities.

Your comments about this report and your ideas/advice about children with disabilities are welcome at the contact below and at any meeting of the Council. 
Photographs provided by the Center for Community Inclusion.

Support for this project was provided by the Maine Department of Education, Special Services, with funding from the U.S. Department of Education, Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (P.L. 105-17).

This report is also available in alternate formats. 

For more information, please call the Department of Education at (207) 624-6650 (voice), (207) 624-6800 (TTY) or visit the MACECD web site at  

http://www.state.me.us/education/macecdhome.htm
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Vision

The Maine Advisory Council's vision for all children is excellence in education. The Council embraces life's opportunities for ALL children.

Our Mission

The Mission of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities (MACECD) is to identify critical issues and advocate for educational excellence to ensure a quality of life for all children; and to advise the Maine Commissioner of Education, State Board of Education, State Legislature, U.S. Department of Education, and the public, concerning the unmet needs of students with disabilities.

MACECD Guiding Principles
The Council strives to:

1.
Forge collaborative partnerships among families, educators, agencies, and all community partners;

2.
Network locally and nationally to gain knowledge about 


problems, solutions and trends;

3.
Recommend proactive changes in policies and practices which promote quality education and the opportunity for children to realize their full potential; and,

4. Promote quality education by monitoring the services provided to  children.

Functions and Responsibilities

MACECD serves as the advisory panel for the education of students with disabilities, ages birth through twenty, as referenced in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 20 USC 1400 et seq. (IDEA), as amended. [Section 612(a)(D), Section 303.650 and Section 303.651] The advisory panel shall advise the Maine Department of  Education (MDOE) after receiving input from the public, monthly meetings, and speakers requested by the committees to provide information on topics deemed within the Council’s jurisdiction. The said topics include:

1. The unmet needs within the State in the education of 


children with disabilities,

2.
Development of evaluations and reports on data to the U.S. Secretary of Education under Section 618,

3.
Development of corrective action plans to address findings 

identified in Federal monitoring reports under this part, 

4.
Development and implementation of policies relating to the 

coordination of services for children with disabilities,

5.
The educational needs of eligible students with disabilities in correctional facilities,

6.
The performance of the responsibilities for Part C of  IDEA, particularly the identification of the sources of fiscal, as well as, other support, for services for early intervention programs, assignment of financial responsibility to the agency, and the promotion of the interagency agreements,

7.
The preparation of applications and amendments thereto,

8.
The transition of toddlers with disabilities to preschool and 
other appropriate services.


MACECD shall comment publicly on rules or regulations proposed by the MDOE regarding the education of children with disabilities. 
     

2003-2004 MACECD Membership
Name                          Category

Kathy Adams
Provider of Services

Jeanette Almy
Local Public Education Official

Carol Armour
Dept. of Human Services

Dean Bailey
Bureau of Children & Family 
Services

Alyssa Barker
Parent

Thomas Bouchard
Teacher, Special Education Administrator

William Breton
Spec Ed Administrator

Janet Charney
Parent, Disability Rights Ctr.

Brenda Clough
CDS Site Director

Jennifer Cotreau
Parent, Assistant Principal

Angela Delorme
Parent, teacher

Grace Denison 
Higher Ed, Personnel Prep

Carolyn Drugge
Dept. of Human Services

Deb Dunlap
Parent

Donna Dwyer
Parent

Jean Eaton
Spec Ed Administrator (ret.)

Jane Fullerton
Teacher

Deborah Gardner
Individual with a Disability

Glenn Griswold
Bureau of Insurance

Karen Hamlin
Ind. with a Disabity/Parent
Linda Huff
ME Dev. Disabilities Council
James Kilbride
Special Education Director

Jonathan Kimball
Program Admin, Private Sector

Ellis King
Dept. of Corrections (adult )

Melissa Kneeland
Parent

Norma Manter
Local Education Official

Linda Mills
Individual with a Disability

Kathy Neill
SAD 34

Barbara Neilly
Principal  (Elementary)

Kathleen Noonan
Parent,  Provider

Rachel Posner
Dept. of Behavorial and  


Developmental Services

Eric Reburn
Maine Correctional Center

Louise Sidelinger
Dept. of Labor, Voc. Rehab

Margaret Snyder 
Provider of Services


Loraine Spenciner
Personnel Prep

Libby Stone-Sterling
Voc./Trans Service Provider

Dan Sullivan
Spec Ed Administrator

Nancy Sullivan
State Legislator

Deb Twomey
Parent

Meg Waters
Spec Ed Administrator

Susan Witt
Parent

About the Council
The Advisory Council is currently composed of thirty-eight members who are appointed by the Maine Commissioner of Education for three year terms. The membership meets the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 20  USC 1400 et seq. (IDEA), as amended, [Section 612(a)(D), Section 303.650 and Section 303.651] and fulfills the requirements under Part B (3-20 years old) and Part C (birth to two years old).

The development of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities is an ongoing process. Members are sought from all counties in the state.

Staff from the Special Services Team of the Maine Department of Education are assigned to provide technical assistance to MACECD in order to enhance the Council's ability to execute its responsibilities.


MACECD Committees

Council Coordination: The charge of the Council Coordination Committee is to maintain communications with the Department of Education, develop an agenda, discuss membership categories for the CDS committee and for the Council, trouble shoot when needed, and provide Council maintenance.

Early Childhood  The charge of the Early Childhood Committee is to examine the “big picture” regarding the service delivery system of birth to five in Maine. Topics of interest include: medical/education, funding, personnel preparation. Personnel preparation includes early intervention competencies in related services and Free Appropriated Public Education (FAPE) competencies.

Plans for Improvement and Unmet Needs: The charge of the Plans for Improvement and Unmet Needs Committee is to advise the Council and make subsequent recommendations to the Maine Department of Education regarding the development of Plans for Improvement and to address findings identified in federal monitoring reports.

Legislative and Public Policy The charge of the Legislative and Public Policy Committee is to review and report back to the panel on all proposed legislation, rules, regulations, and federal applications relative to the education of children with disabilities. The committee will also review and assess major initiatives with State and federal policy implications formulating and forwarding public policy proposals to the Commissioner of the Maine Department of Education.

Transition:  The charge of the Transition Committee is to study the high school system with the goal of assuring that students with disabilities graduate from high school with adequate skills and knowledge to be successful in post secondary education and/or the world of work.

Legislative Action: Signed by the Governor, Chapter 564, Final Law Type: Public Law, Date: 3/18/04.


LD 1768: An  Act to Authorize Certain School Children to  Carry Asthma Inhalers on Their Persons. 

MACECD Action: Recommends that the Council advise the Commissioner to support LD1768 in regards to self administering of asthma inhalers.

Amendment: Title changed to An Act to Authorize Certain School Children to Carry Emergency Medication on Their Persons.

Legislative Action: Signed by the Governor, Chapter 531, Final Law Type: Public Law, Date 3/3/04.

MACECD Recommendations to tc "MACECD Recommendations to "
Maine Department of Education 2003-2004 (continued)tc "Maine Department of Education 2003-2004 (continued)"
tc ""
The Legislative and Public Policy Committee and MACECD concurs to support the following: tc "The Legislative and Public Policy Committee and MACECD concurs to support the following\: "
tc ""
LD 1657: Resolve, directing the Department of Education to amend its rules regarding Child Development Services for children of kindergarten age who are not attending kindergarten.tc "LD 1657\: Resolve, directing the Department of Education to amend its rules regarding Child Development Services for children of kindergarten age who are not attending kindergarten."
tc ""
MACECD Action: Recommends that the Council advise the Commissioner to support LD 1657 (with fiscal note).

Legislative Action: Last Senate Action 3/25/04 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3, placed in the Legislative files (DEAD).

LD 1739: An Act to Clarify the Requirements of the Behavioral Treatment Review Team for Persons with Mental Retardation or Autism.

MACECD Action: Recommends that the Council advise the Commissioner to ask the legislature to table LD 1739 until it can form a committee to study the prevalence, incidence and outcomes, statewide  across programs of restraints, intrusive techniques  to determine conflicts in the law.

Amendment: Title changed to An Act to Clarify Requirements of the Behavioral Treatment and Safety Device Review Teams for Persons with Mental Retardation or Autism.

Purpose of this Report
The activities and recommendations of the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities (MACECD) are hereby submitted in this annual report to the United States Department of Education Secretary (USDOE), Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), State of Maine Governor, State of Maine Legislature, State Board of Education, the Maine Commissioner of Education, and the public.

The Council's recommendations focus on the needs of children and youth with disabilities, ages birth through twenty. The recommendations are interdependent, rely on executive leadership, and may require legislative action, as well as interagency coordination and collaboration for their successful implementation. The recommendations call for leadership and commitment to values that recognize the dignity and worth of all individuals, long-range planning, and the fortitude to remain focused on long-term goals. The result of this commitment will provide the best educational opportunities and services for all children and youth.

We look forward to a close working relationship between the Maine Department of Education (MDOE) and MACECD.

MACECD Recommendations to tc "MACECD Recommendations to "
Maine Department of Education 2003-2004tc "Maine Department of Education 2003-2004"
Early Childhood Committee Recommends and MACECD concurs that the MDOE:
--Should immediately terminate the process of issuing “temporary certificates of approval” from the State CDS Office to individuals who are working with young children with special needs, ages birth to school age five.  This current process has no education requirements and no continuing education requirements.  Furthermore, it duplicates the certification process out of the Certification Office. 
--Mandate that current temporary certificate holders apply by June 30, 2005 for the appropriate MDOE 282 birth through school age five endorsement or Education Technician authorization.

--Office of Certification should assign additional staff to ensure the timely process of applications for 282 and ed tech authorization.

 --Should disseminate information about the changes in this certification process to all agencies that serve young children with disabilities and to all educational institutions that provide professional preparation.

 --Remove all references to the “temporary certificate of approval” in DOE Regulation Chapter 180.

--Change the definition of ‘Developmental Therapy” in Chapter 180 so it would be consistent with national standards for accreditation and best practice for early intervention provider, (birth to age 3) and early childhood special educator, (age 3 to age 8).

 --Eliminate “temporary certificates of approval” (waivers) by June 30, 2005.

--Provide training which includes methods to collect and analyze data in Part C-Natural Environments and Part B (619) LRE to Child Development Services site staff, providers of services, and early education and care providers.

Unmet Needs Committee Recommends and MACECD concurs that MDOE:
--Should urge the Children’s Cabinet to be responsible in                                                                                                                            developing, monitoring and reviewing memoranda of understanding between agencies, including the Department of Safety.

--Should not accept the recommendation in the State Board of Education’s Essential Programs and Services report for the ratio of one school nurse to 800 students. Recommend instead that the ratio should be one school nurse to 500 students as recommended by the Professional Nurse’s Association.

--Should encourage the participation of school nurses at PET meetings when a health condition exists or is suspected.

Transition Committee Recommends and MACECD concurs that MDOE:
--Utilize data to develop and implement a plan to address the effects of No Child Left Behind/Chapter 127 on students with special needs of transition age so that they are  able to remain engaged in school and successfully work towards graduation requirements and post-secondary goals.
