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	Part B State Performance Plan (SPP) Questions and Answers

http://www.maine.gov/education/speced/spp/index.html
 Questions were collected during meetings with Stakeholders, Superintendents, Special Education Directors and interested others: March 28, 2006 Presentation to the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Students with Disabilities; May 10, 2006 Regional Presentation in Westbrook; May 30, 2006 Regional Presentation ins Bangor; and May 31, 2006 Regional Presentation in Augusta. 



	
	
	General Questions

	1. 
	Question:
	The SPP outlined baselines with improvements.  If that baseline data either proves to be not accurate, i.e. we improve faster than anticipated or we do not improve, can (the baseline) be redone to reflect these changes?


	
	Response:
	The baseline is based on performance data collected for the year of submission to OSEP.   If the Department/SAUs encounter factors that prohibit achieving the year’s target, the Department will inform OSEP of the revised targets, activities, timelines or resources and justify the revisions.

	
	
	

	2. 
	Question:
	I think that having a proficiency rate is very important verses just the participation rate of students with disabilities.  Can you tell me of any DOE initiatives that will assist SAUs/LEAs to reach the targets?


	
	Response:
	Technical assistance is provided by the NCLB team to schools identified as not meeting Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for the assessment performance of the special education sub-group. Other Department initiatives are being collected and will appear on the website.  The SPP website contains links to other sources of technical assistance by indicator number.

	
	
	

	3. 
	Question:
	Why was MEDMS data not used for the student parent’s information (address) that was requested (in Informational Letters #128 and #129)?  Can the data that is collected for the survey be “transferred /downloaded” into MEDMS?


	
	Response:
	Most districts loaded MEDMS data using an electronic extract from their local student information system.  The electronic file requirements for this year did not include parent data elements so those data were not provided to MEDMS.  Parent information is only available for those schools and districts that chose to manually input the data.

	
	
	

	4. 
	Question:
	How is home school data collected, especially (for) special needs (children)?  How about private schools, Christian schools, and special purpose schools?



	
	Response:
	Student data for special education students are the responsibility of the resident school districts (where the student lives).

	
	
	

	5. 
	Question:
	Where did the projected figures come from?  Some seem unrealistic.


	
	Response:
	OSEP required that SEAs (State Educational Agencies) use a stakeholder group to review the data, recommend improvement activities and the improvement trajectory which was based on trend data when available and NCLB trajectories in their State Performance Plan when indicators were in asking for the same data.  OSEP recommended and the Department concurred that the Maine Advisory Council on the Education of Children with Disabilities (MACECD) should be the stakeholder group.

	
	
	

	6. 
	Question:
	Wouldn’t data need be to be changed yearly if expectations changes?


	
	Response:


	If OSEP changes its indicator requirement, the Department analysts will have to adjust reports based on currently collected data or, if additional data is needed, revise an existing MEDMS module or develop a new MEDMS module, e.g. MEDMS suspension and expulsion module was revised to collect half day suspensions

	
	
	

	7. 
	Question:
	Are the 2008 -2009 projections based on a formula?


	
	Response:
	Trajectories were determined by indicator: availability of trend data, alignment with NCLB trajectories submitted in their State Performance Plan, potential of recommended improvement strategies and availability and acceptance of professional development by SAUs.

	
	
	

	8. 
	Question:
	How do we account for children in foster care?  Or children in the mental health system?


	
	Response:
	These students would be counted in accordance with their primary educational placement as defined in the guidance provided in the EF-S-05 data collection.

	
	
	

	9. 
	Question:
	Is there a method that takes into account a very small school that may be greatly influenced by the performance (or non-performance) of a very small number of students?


	
	Response:
	Yes, a statistical basis is applied to the detection levels that accounts for the population of the school or district.  In most cases, identification of a school or district occurs when a specific measurement deviates from the State average by more than 1.96 standard deviations.

	
	
	

	10. 
	Question:
	Is the PowerPoint presentation on the State SPP website?


	
	Response:
	Yes, the PowerPoint presentation is on the SPP website.


	
	
	

	11. 
	Question:
	Has there been a response to the government from the Department about the impact this will have on morale and the students we are trying to serve?


	
	Response:
	OSEP provides support and guidance to the Department by scheduling phone conferences several times a month.

	
	
	

	12. 
	Question:
	Are district comparisons available on the website?


	
	Response:
	Yes, the data is reported by SAU and comparisons will be made.  The Department intends to promote the strategies that were deemed successful by SAUs with positive data points in order to promote improvement in other SAUs.

	
	
	

	13. 
	Question:
	Are the problems that we encountered with the EF-S-05 and MEDMS collections fixed so that we don’t see duplicate counts next year?


	
	Response:
	In 2005-06, there was double counting. The source of the problem has been eliminated.

	
	
	

	14. 
	Question:
	Are the sanctions we talked about in the beginning of this presentation going to impact individual schools or the state?


	
	Response:
	IDEA has four Levels of Determination which have various sanctions. Sanctions will be imposed on the Department depending on the Improvement Trend over the next three years. Those same sanctions are available to the Department to impact the SAUs. 

	
	
	

	15. 
	Question:
	If you haven’t already, could you post the data definitions?


	
	Response:
	Yes, as soon as they are available, they will be posted and technical assistance will be provided.

	
	
	

	16. 
	Question:
	Will data provided to the districts be disaggregated to permit analysis?


	
	Response:
	Yes, we will provide data in any level of disaggregation that will facilitate improvement in results for children as long as the data collection does not result being personally identifiable.

	
	
	

	17. 
	Question:
	How do we account for children in foster care?  Or children in the mental health system?


	
	Response:
	These students would be counted in accordance with their primary educational placement as defined in the guidance provided in the EF-S-05 data collection.

	
	
	

	18. 
	Question:
	I’m curious. We’ve been told Maine is doing a good job. Is that accurate?


	
	Response:
	The Department of Education did comparisons among states.  Maine is higher than average in graduation rates and lower in average in dropouts.  In general, we need to work with the schools and districts that doing well and those that are not doing well and share our knowledge bases to improve our overall practices in this area.

	
	
	

	19. 
	Question:
	Where can we look to find other states data?


	
	Response:
	The link will be provided on the website

	
	
	

	20. 
	Question:
	What technical assistance will schools be offered to assist them in meeting goals?


	
	Response:
	We have developed a substantial list of resources that will be posted on the State Performance Plan website and will be updated regularly.

	
	
	

	21. 
	Question:
	How will schools and districts be trained to increase proficiency in data entry?


	
	Response:
	The Department of Education and technical assistance providers will conduct targeted events in response to requests for assistance.

	
	
	

	22. 
	Question:
	In our district, access to the Maine Education Data Management System (MEDMS) is available only in the central office and to a few data entry personnel.  Will we need to open up to other data entry people?  Maybe data will not be accurate.


	
	Response:
	Each district has a plan for data entry. Participants in the May workshops were asked to complete a survey that identifies the contact person  who enters data.  The Department has a professional development plan that includes training the identified contact person on MEDMS input that should ensure the accuracy of the data provided.

	
	
	

	23. 
	Question:
	How is home school data collected, especially for special needs children?  How about private schools, parochial schools, and special purpose schools?


	
	Response:
	Student data for special education students is the responsibility of the school district in which the student lives, regardless of the educational environment.

	
	
	

	24. 
	Question:
	Will data provided to the districts be disaggregated to permit analysis?


	
	Response:
	Yes, we will provide data in any level of disaggregation that will facilitate improvement in results for children.

	
	
	

	25. 
	Question:
	If Maine adopts a growth model for No Child Left Behind and/or the State Performance Plan, how could that change these requirements?


	
	Response:
	The requirements under IDEA 2004 would not change. 

	
	
	

	26. 
	Question:


	What is the timeline for penalties that the state may face if it “needs assistance”?  How long does the state or a district have to improve?  Once you are identified as “needing assistance”, how many years of success does it take to be have your status changed?


	
	Response:
	OSEP is developing a framework which has not yet been released..

	
	
	

	27. 
	Question:
	If these targets are impossible, please let us know by the fall.  We need to know the barriers to success.


	
	Response:
	The Department will be updating information as it become available.  

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 1 Questions

	28. 
	Question:
	Will school systems, particularly school policy makers and guidance counselors be trained in how students with disabilities can be eligible for a regular diploma?  


	
	Response:
	Professional development on the revisions in Chapter 127 will be available as soon as Chapter 127 is accepted by the legislature. SOMEONE ELSE REVIEW THIS.

	
	
	

	29. 
	Question:
	Does the percentage of youth with IEP graduating form high school include students who have dropped out?  Or is it just the kids who are enrolled? 


	
	Response:
	Yes.  The formula for determining the percentage is: the number of students graduating from high school with a regular diploma divided by the sum of the number of students graduating with a regular diploma and the number of dropouts times 100.

	
	
	

	30. 
	Question:
	In the graduation rate measurement, how are you accounting for transfer students?


	
	Response:
	Unless the student is entered into the system as a dropout or a graduate, they would not affect the measurement.

	
	
	

	31. 
	Question:
	Does an adult education diploma count as a regular diploma?


	
	Response:
	No, an adult education diploma recipient would be considered a dropout.

	
	
	

	32. 
	Question:
	With the 4 year point of graduation (cohort), how will students on a 5 year IEP graduation plan be counted?


	
	Response:
	If a student’s  IEP has a 5 year plan to reach graduation, the student will be counted in the 5th year class or cohort

	
	
	

	33. 
	Question:
	How do we avoid data entry if fifth year isn’t identified before student gets into high school (where cohort is defined in 9th grade)


	
	Response:
	Entering the data by the student’s identification number enables the Department to follow the progress of students and in this case assign a new cohort. It is the SAU’s responsibility to update the MEDMs module when a change occurs.

	
	
	

	34. 
	Question:
	Using a cohort implies  comparablility to peers. But when the cohort includes retained students, it is not a fair comparison.


	
	Response:
	Your  observation has been recorded. 

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 2 Questions

	35. 
	Question:
	Does the percentage of youth with Individualized Education Programs graduating from high school include students who have dropped out?  Or is it just the kids who are enrolled? 


	
	Response:
	Yes.  The formula for determining the percentage is: the number of students graduating from high school with a regular diploma divided by the sum of the number of students graduating with a regular diploma and the number of dropouts times 100.

	
	
	

	36. 
	Question:
	How do we determine drop out rates so they are accurate?


	
	Response:
	Each student has a MEDMS identification number which allows accurate tracking.  Special education collects student count data on October 1 and April 1.  If the student does not appear in this data collection  as currently enrolled and has not been reported in another category such as died, moved out of state, etc. then the student is considered a dropout.

	
	
	

	37. 
	Question:
	In Indicator #2 there is a narrow range of projection.  This (seems to be) a visionary projection which is not likely to be met with current resources considering the significant unmet needs.


	
	Response:
	The Department has drop out prevention pilot projects  in several SAUS in order to develop research based practices that will become the improvement strategy for this indicator. The resources developed from these pilots will be shared across the state and should have the same positive impact as is being seen in the piloting SAUs.

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 3 Questions

	38. 
	Question:
	Will special ed students’ performance data for MEA’s, PAAP’s, and/or SAT’s be separated from general ed students’ data and published?


	
	Response:
	Yes, the data will be disaggregated an reported by SAU.

	
	
	

	39. 
	Question:
	What is the plan to be implemented to actually meet the targeted goals in proficiency for indicators 3c (reading and math proficiency)?


	
	Response:
	The Department has a literacy initiative in 24 schools.  There are plans to strengthen the infrastructure of those SAUs by sharing information across schools.  The numeracy initiative is being developed, but will include plans for scaling up so all SAUs will have an opportunity to gain this information. The Department is responsible for providing this information and training.

	
	
	

	40. 
	Question:
	What will change in the schools to facilitate the increase in proficiency?


	
	Response:
	There will be professional development opportunities and links to scientifically based research provided by a network of national centers that OSEP has funded for this purpose...

	
	
	

	41. 
	Question:
	What are the “alternate achievement standards” referred to in Indicator 3c?  Are there separate standards other than the “Maine Learning Results”?


	
	Response:
	Alternate achievement standards are those presented in the rubrics designed for use with the Personal Alternate Assessment Portfolio used for assessment of the 1% of Maine’s students with the most severe cognitive difficulties.

	
	
	

	42. 
	Question:
	If we don’t meet a specific participation rate for the SAT, will we not meet APR?


	
	Response:
	AYP is a standard required under NCLB.  Participation rate is a standard set by IDEA.  At this time the two requirements are not linked.

	
	
	

	43. 
	Question:
	Should data for Indicator 3c, for reading and math, be broken out by proficiency rate against grade level standards and against alternate achievement standards for presentation and discussion?


	
	Response:
	The Department can provide disaggregated data by proficiency rate against grade level standards as long as the numbers of students are large enough so that students will not be personally identifiable.  The Department will not disaggregate data on the “alternate achievement standards” because the student population is small enough to expose personally identifiable information.

	
	
	

	44. 
	Question:
	What are the “alternate achievement standards” referred to in Indicator 3c?  Are there separate standards other than the “Maine Learning Results”?


	
	Response:
	Alternate achievement standards are those presented in the rubrics designed for use with the “Personal Alternate Assessment Portfolio” (PAAP) used for assessment of the 1% of Maine’s students with the most severe cognitive difficulties.

	
	
	

	45. 
	Question:
	What is the plan to be implemented to actually meet the targeted goals in proficiency for indicators 3c (reading and math proficiency)?


	
	Response:
	The plan is to improve the performance of students with disabilities.  Each LEA will need to determine the most suitable strategies to succeed with their students.  The Department is implementing two federal grants.  One is for Reading First and the second is for numeracy.

	
	
	

	46. 
	Question:
	When is the SAT participation for 11th grade students due to be reported to the Maine Department of Education?


	
	Response: Need answer.
	Approximately sometime after the folks at the College Board decide that those data are appropriate for the Maine Department of Education to have.

	
	
	

	47. 
	Question:
	On page 9, Indicator 3c, for reading and math should data be broken out by proficiency rate against grade level standards and against alternate achievement standards – for presentation and discussion?


	
	Response:
	Possibly.  Data provided to the schools can be disaggregated.  We can provide data to school in the disaggregated form, but may not do so publicly since the “alternate achievement standards” population is small enough to expose personally identifiable information.

	
	
	

	48. 
	Question:
	This is more of a comment than a question, but if we don’t meet 95% participation on the Grade 11 SAT as stated in Indicator #3b, we will not meet the SPP trajectory or AYP.


	
	Response:
	True.  The stakeholder group preferred to acknowledge the possibility that attendance would be reduced due to the implementation of a new assessment requirement.

	
	
	

	49. 
	Question:
	Indicator # 3A – projections, 3B & 3C – not at proficiencies, steep curve in math & reading.  Will we see more Adequate Yearly Progress (failures) because of Special Ed.?  Miracle could happen but the projections go up pretty steep.


	
	Response:
	The SPP trajectory tracks the trajectory in the NCLB State Performance Plan. Discussions between MDOE Special Services and NCLB may result in a revised trajectory that will be submitted to both federal offices.

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 4 Questions

	50. 
	Question:
	Private schools for disturbed students may have rates of suspensions and expulsions and performance that deviate significantly from the state average.  Will the specialization of the school be taken into account?


	
	Response: 
	The data from a special purpose private school may deviate from the state average thereby triggering a response from the Department to discuss the uniqueness of the program that may justify the variance.  

	
	
	

	51. 
	Question:
	How did you determine the target for decreasing  suspension/expulsion?

How will that be done?  


	
	Response:
	The trajectory was determined by considering the number of students each SAU would have to attend to each year in order to meet the proposed trajectory. There is a two step plan to decrease the rate. The first step is to be sure reliable data is being submitted. The Department will provide technical assistance on using MEDMS. The second step is to analyze the data to determine SAUs whose rates are lower than the state average and share the practices that contributed to the low rate with SAUs with higher than average rates.

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 5 Questions

	52. 
	Question:
	Indicator #5: Where are students who are out at tutoring as a result of discipline counted?  E.g. when the student’s IEP has been modified to specify tutoring as the appropriate educational environment? 


	
	Response:
	These students would be counted in accordance with their primary educational placement as defined in the guidance provided in the EF-S-05 data collection.

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 6 Questions

	53. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 7 Questions

	54. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
	

	
	
	

	55. 
	
	Indicator 8 Questions

	56. 
	Question:
	Why was Maine Education Data Management System data not used for the student parent’s information that were requested (in Informational Letters #128 and #129)?  Can the data that is collected for the survey be “transferred /downloaded” into the Maine Education Data Management System?


	
	Response:
	Most districts loaded Maine Education Data Management System (MEDMS) data using an electronic extract from their local student information system.  The electronic file requirements for this year did not include parent data elements so those data were not provided to the Maine Education Data Management System.  Parental information is only available for those schools and districts that chose to manually input the data.

	
	
	

	57. 
	Question:
	Can we add parent contact information into the Maine Education Data Management System, soon?


	
	Response:
	Yes, Parental data should be entered into MEDMS starting now so it is available for the 2006-2007 school year.

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 9 and 10 Questions

	58. 
	Question:
	In terms of disproportionality measurement, aren’t representations in all Maine districts small?


	
	Response:
	We have very small populations of non-white students in the state with the exception of a few districts.  We have chosen only to measure those districts with statistically valid representations and sufficient numbers of students to ensure privacy.  Only districts with more than 5 students of each ethnic group will be measured for disproportionality in special education (Indicator 9), and only districts with more that 10 students in special education with 5 or more of any non-white ethnicity will be measure for disproportionality in specific disability categories (Indicator 10).

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 11 Questions

	59. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 12 Questions

	60. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 13 Questions

	61. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 14 Questions

	62. 
	Question:
	Is there some sort of post-school follow-up to understand how young adults are doing after high-school?


	
	Response:

More?
	Yes. This data is being collected on students who graduated June 2005 and will be reported out in 2007.  Indicator #14 in Part B (aged 3-20) of the State Performance Plan requires that we report the “percentage of students with disabilities no longer in secondary school and who have been competitively employed, enrolled in some type of postsecondary school, or both, within one year of leaving high school.”  

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 15 Questions

	63. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
	

	
	
	

	64. 
	
	Indicator 16 Questions

	65. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 17 Questions

	66. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 18 and 19 Questions

	67. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Indicator 20 Questions

	68. 
	Question:
	

	
	Response:
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