Special Education Child Count
Part B, IDEA

2003-2006 Comparison by Exceptionality
	Year
	December 1 Count
	Difference

	2003
	37,784
	645  Student Increase

	2004

	37,573
	211  Student Decrease

	2005
	36,494
	1079 Student Decrease

	2006
	35,564
	930  Student Decrease


Exceptionality Increase/Decrease from 2003-2006
	Exceptionality
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	Difference 

from

2003-2004
	Difference from

2004-2005
	Difference from 2005-2006

	Mental Retardation
	949
	898
	858
	846
	-51
	-40
	-12

	Hearing Impairment
	218
	217
	219
	215
	-1
	2
	-4

	Deafness
	68
	71
	63
	60
	3
	-8
	-3

	Speech & Language Impairment
	9,761
	9,797
	9487
	9118
	36
	-310
	-369

	Visual Impairment including Blindness
	92
	95
	90
	92
	3
	-5
	2

	Emotional Disability
	3,399
	3,336
	3173
	3118
	-63
	-163
	-55

	Orthopedic Impairment
	74
	81
	75
	68
	7
	-6
	-7

	Other Health Impairment
	4,281
	4,603
	4963
	5325
	322
	360
	362

	Specific Learning Disability
	12,689
	12,020
	11355
	10648
	-669
	-665
	-707

	Deaf Including Blindness
	4
	4
	5
	10
	0
	1
	5

	Multiple Disabilities
	3,318
	3,317
	3274
	3152
	1
	-43
	-122

	Developmentally Delayed
	1,824
	1,782
	1364
	1069
	-42
	-418
	-295

	Autism
	1,018
	1,255
	1471
	1760
	237
	216
	289

	Traumatic Brain Injury
	89
	97
	97
	83
	8
	0
	-14


INCREASES from 2005-2006
Only 4 categories showed increases.  Other Health Impaired and Autism category continues significant growth.  We believe increases in Other Health Impairment are due to the number of students classified as Attention Deficit Disorder or Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.  This is the largest increase in any disability category..

Autism showed second largest increase after Other Health Impaired, an increase of 289 students.  
DECREASES from 2005-2006
Ten categories showed decreases.  Specific Learning Disabilities decreased by 707 students, the fourth straight year with a decrease. Combined with last years decrease of 665 students, there has been a 1372 student decrease in the last two years in this category.  The category of Mental Retardation showed a decline of 12 students, Emotional Disabilities decreased by 55 students.  This is also the fourth straight decline in this category.  Developmental Disabilities declined by 295 students.  Speech and Language Impaired students showed a decline of 310 students. This is the first decline in a number of years for this category.
Special Education enrollment in 2006-2007 declined by 930 students.  Regular education enrollment continues to decline.  Although both enrollments declined, this is only the third year since 1991 that special education enrollment declined.  
