Catherine Wood ~ Educator, Elm Street Elementary School

We are pleased to recognize Catherine Wood as a recipient of the 2006 Commissioner’s Recognition Award. As a teacher of grades 7 & 8 at Elm Street School in Mechanic Falls, Catherine provides her students with the tools necessary for a successful experience in high school. The key success she has with her students is connection, advocacy, and personalization.  After a positive, esteem building experience with her students they are ready to tackle the rewards and challenges of high school.  One student who describes herself as a learning wreck believes Mrs. Wood has worked magic on her now she tries hard.   She conveys a genuine sense of caring and her students know that she has a stake in their learning.  She makes every attempt to connect families to student learning and parents value and appreciated all that she gives to their children.
Pamela M. Mattos ~ Educator, Waterville Public Schools

We are pleased to recognize Pamela M. Mattos as a recipient of the 2006 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.

Pamela has been an Alternative Education Teacher for the past 7 years and the Director of the Waterville High School Alternative Education School for the past two years.
Pamela has helped merged the Maine Children’s Home Teen Parent educational program with the WPS Alternative Education School, providing 11 more at-risk students with expanded educational services.   She has incorporated into classroom instruction literacy practices for improving students’ reading comprehension and understanding, and aligned the academic expectations for her students with the Maine’s Learning Results to ensure that all at-risk students can demonstrate the academic skills needed to succeed in college and work.  She engages students in meaningful community service projects which support deserving organizations and individuals. 
What makes Pam special to her students is that her commitment to them does not stop at the school door.  She is a caring and dedicated professional, committed to meeting the academic, social and personal needs of her students.
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Bernard McAllister ~ Community Member, Lisbon High School
We are pleased to recognize Bernard McAllister as a recipient of the 2006 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.

Bernie began working with the high school groups like SADD and Dropout Prevention in 1985 and has been a volunteer ever since.

For twenty-one years Bernie has quietly served as a role model, teacher and coach in a volunteer capacity.  He is also directly responsible for a new program in Lisbon entitled “Lisbon Education Employment and Delinquency Prevention Program.”  The goal of this program is to get students a diploma/and or a GED through regular school or adult education.  This program is designed for 16-19 years and has helped several adolescents involved in the criminal justice system. This program was created with the assistance of Lisbon School Department, Maine Department of Corrections and local employers. Lisbon has been awarded a grant to formalize this program through Weed and Seed of Androscoggin.

Stanley Keach ~ Educator, School Union #42/CSD #10

We are pleased to recognize Stanley Keach as a recipient of the 2006 Commissioner’s Recognition Award. Stan has served as the Alternative Education Program teacher for more than 15 years at CSD #10.  He has been instrumental in working successfully with students who are highly at risk of dropping out and has created a program that truly meets the needs of these students.  He has gone above and beyond the call of duty consistently over the years in helping at-risk students deal with personal issues that are impeding their academic performance.  Stan’s unique personality and style has kept students engaged and flourishing when every other program and intervention has failed.  Stan has designed space, separate from the High School building to be safe, inviting and stimulating.  One of the unique aspects of this program is a point system where students earn points and privileges for meeting their daily academic and social goals.  The entire program is individually designed and based on a positive point system. What makes this a successful program is the emphasis on relationship-building between students and staff and the development of strong peer relationships.  He has more than 25 year’s experience in autism education, special education and alternative education.  
Richard Redwine ~ Educator, Union #52-Winslow High School

We are pleased to recognize Richard Redwine as a recipient of the 2006 Commissioner’s Recognition Award. Richard is a school-based day treatment Special Education teacher.
Richard is a caring teacher who goes above and beyond to save each student at Winslow High School.  On several occasions he has gone to bat for students at School Committee meetings when building administrators were seeking expulsion.  He also goes above and beyond to work with dysfunctional families to keep students in school even when parents haven’t attended the expulsion hearings.  He advocated for alternatives to suspension, teaches students appropriate replacement behaviors, and educates them in math, science, reading and writing.  For many of the students he has become “the father figure” and “the mentor”. He has made a significant contribution to meeting the needs of children and at risk at Winslow High School.
Tom Hyland ~ Educator,  South Portland High School

We are pleased to recognize Tom Hyland as a recipient of the 2006 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Tom has been teaching since 1980.  In 1990 he went to South Portland High School where he designed and implemented the Alternative Education Program currently known as Learning Alternatives.  He is currently on his 23rd year of teaching.  One of Tom’s greatest strengths is his ability to help students see through the facades that they put up, and help them deal with their issues directly.  He attempts to push students past their defenses and in the process helps them identify the issues that impede their success.  Tom started the program 15 years ago and in that time he has been able to help countless students stay in school, rise above their problems, and graduate.  Many times over the last several years the Most Improved Student Award at our Senior Final Assembly has been given to one of Tom’s student from the Learning Alternatives program.  Year after year he has men and women routinely return to his classroom and say thank you to him and to his dedication to them when they were students at South Portland High School.
Andrea Itkin ~ Educator, The Community School-Passage Program
Janet Larkin ~ Educator, The Community School-Passage Program
Over the last three years Andrea and Janet has helped 17 former high school dropouts who are parents graduate from the Community School with a high school diploma.  Andrea and Janet created a new paradigm for the profession.  They listens to their students more than they  talk. They encourage and facilitate student learning rather than mandate it.  They both have created an individual graduation plan for each student that reflected the student’s strengths, interests, and academic areas of weakness.   Andrea and Janet developed an intimate and meaningful relationships with their students who reciprocated by allowing their teachers to know them. The end results is that students leave the program feeling that they have a promising future, that they can learn what they need to know to take their next steps into adulthood, that they can be good teachers and role models for their own children.
 Having the opportunity to work with Andrea was such a gift.  She has taught me so much more than just our core skills.  The best thing about working with Andrea is that she really made me feel like I could do anything my heart desired.
I am extremely fortunate to be working with someone as delightful and understanding as Andrea, who loves what she does more than most would know.

When I met Janet, I could not believe that she was my teacher.  I expected someone who would be crabby and not be able to take a joke.  Janet is not like that at all she can take jokes and she can also make a joke at you.  She is such an awesome teacher.  Janet and I could talk about anything and everything. I couldn’t do that with any of the teachers in any of the schools I attended.  There are sometimes when I need a swift kick in the butt and she does it.

May 25, 2006

Commissioner’s Recognition Ceremony

Blaine House Reception

10:00 to 11:30 am

Host: Jonathan Ross, Chair Truancy, Dropout, and Alternative Education Advisory Committee

Welcome/Introductions: Jonathan Ross

Introduction of Governor John E. Baldacci for opening
 remarks

Introduction of Education Commissioner Susan A, Gendron 
for opening remarks

Awardees to the front for a photo with the Governor 
and Commissioner

Presentations of awards by Commissioner Gendron 
and Jonathan Ross

Each Recipient and their nominator will be invited to share remarks. Individual pictures will be taken at this time with Awardee, Nominator, Jonathan Ross 
and Commissioner Gendron
Closing remarks by Jonathan Ross

Refreshments

